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Religion in Europe, even 4- 
mong the moſt Reformed. The 
gefieral unacquaintedneſs 
with the Myſteries-of the Goſ- 

pel ; the Reproach of the ſo- 

lemn Aſſemblies by the Cor- 
- Fuption of its Doctrines and 


apon'it's' moſt ſacred InStitutions; 
toe late terrible Deſolations of 
| the*Temple and Sanfuary, and 
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preſent State of the Chriſtian 


Worſhip, and the diſhonour caſt 


| World', the ſhameful Apoſta-: 


Doftrine and Worſhip of the. 


be 


_ ©. Fo the Reader, 
be'named, do carry with them 
a loud call to: Humiliation and 
Mourning. Op es, 
But the Practical Degenera- | 
cy of Profeſſing Chriſtians unto 
Worldlineſfs, Protanefs, and 
Senſuality,doth. not only afford 
matter of Lamentation” for 
tbe preſent, bat too much ground 
to Fear, that the bitterneſs 
of Death is not. paſt ; that 
God's Anger is not turned away, 
or his Controverſie ended with 
the Proteſtant Churches. And 
after we' have known ſo many 
Thouſands to renounce:and ab - 
| jure their Religion-in an Hour of 
| Temptation, and ſee fo many. 
more (yea the far greateſt part,) ® 
int a preparedneſs to. Revilt, on 
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To the Reader. 

who are moſt. Forward ' and 

'Zealons in eſpoufing the Re- 

formed Interzft.? even. fuch as 

would be thought of dll others 

to be moſt concerned for its Pre- 
ation, and have ſuffered not 


o . 


The,  diftreſſed caſe of | our 
Bretbren . cannot but . move our 
Bowel's of Compaſſion, when-we 
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" the Darbarous Pro- 
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::tobe feared;than of the fierce 
Perſecution '\by open and a- 
wowed . Part. For the 
Church of Chriſt "news 
either Trath or Holineſs 
that way ; it bath rather been a 
conſiderable outward Means, 
for the preſervation andencreaſe 
of Both. Though this Can- 
nat be ſaid, but the dire& Con- 
trary concerning Proteſtants 
perſecating one another Iv: Tef- | 
ſer-Differences. 
be ſad Effefts of it bins 
been ſeen and felt to that des 
free, in, weakning the com- 
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To: the: Reader. 
Forgiveneſs," and Unity of 
AﬀeCction ; -tbat car Divi/e- 
ons, with a revengef al, per- 
ſecuting Spirit, ney ine prove 
our Ruin. - -- 

- And whatever FxpoFations | 
re nity and ought: to-have\" From 
the unfulfilled Prophecies; 'of 
God's: rebuilding. »Siont, Th 
the latter" days,” and\deſtro froying 
her. Fneniess ( wn 
no reafon.to. queſtion bat ll 
moſt gloriouſly- ach andioupht 
daily to-pray that he\would a=, 
ften'it, for bis Numes fako's'Y: 
yet caf\we' never bape ta ſee; o | 
thing conſiderable v'y thatkindj: 
pi" Our ; Times without*a' \grÞHÞ" 
Repentance and Reforinas 
tion, and the- more :Plenti 
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whieh artrews 
kkbely'to' awaken Mam Ho Co 
fideration of the great ackndips 
tedged Principles of Religi- 
on \cannot be-unjeaſonable Fea; 
”" meaneſt; 
and'weake ft Endeavors miry "bs 
of ſome uſe. The SubjeRts. 
ofthe" lowing. Refleftions 

are maſh of *+hew of "that kindg 


tbeBnlk;are 10 bien lk | 
ave wont fo.\recommentÞ* a. Book 
1d\moft: Readers." For- which 
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part of theſe Meditatiin#: mere. 
begun on a New-years: day's. 
the ſome others are. thought fit+ 
t0! be inſerted, as tending t0' pro-- 
mote - the | Jame- defeghcr But" 
knowing how- much ealier'\JY 1s. 
to: fir ugother Mens Denotes 
on, than te command and Reef 
alige my (own; 'ti5- defired 
that the moſt devont- Thoughts: 
' eontained-intheſe Paperss: way 
be looked upon as what Fhe Now. 
thor arms dts and oikds pers: 
ferade, to, rather than what the: 
bath already attained-o45 whah. 
he kngredwaght to-be avid 
dey and doth ſeriouſly endeativur- 
rather _ wy he-i$s. and: 
hath. been! heartulychemants) 
EY be'\kath heen\Fams> 
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© That they - were 'Petird at 
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| onal Retirements for Spiritual 
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"THE 


ntroduction, 


From what Time the Jews reckoned the.Be- 
ginning of their Year: of the difference 
between their Sacred and Civil Account, 
The Feaſt of Trumpets on the firſt day, 

of the Year, *its Inſtitution ,. Nature, 
and Deſign: the Traditions. Cuſtoms. 
- of the Jews reſpetting that Day. 


—————— 
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Pon the deliverance of the Jews: 
out of «-£gypr, the. firſt month 5M 
which began with the. new, © 3 
DS WE. Moon next tothe _vernal Equi-, 
- Nox, was to be accounted(a)the beginning,” 
of Morths, it anſwers to the latter end. of 
our March , and the Beginning of April; 
and is ſometitnes'called N;ſar,and ſomes. 
times Ah1b. It was ordinarily after. 
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| ' The Introaudtion.. 
' that - Deliverance, reckon'd the Firſt 
month of the-year,-intheir-Sacredor-Ec- 
cleſiaſtical _Accaunt. Therefore the-Paſ 
ſever kept in this. month, is faid to be 
obſeryed in thefir# month: and the Feaſt 
of Purim , which was kept in our Febru- 
«ry,[is ſaid to be-in the loft month, that 
i5cof the Sacred year. A Period ſqre- 
markable and extraordinary, as that was 
to - the -Fews, deſerved very welt torbe- 
particularly. _remembred and-'taken: no- 
rice of: and might juſtly bs accounted-the 
Firſt, or chiefelt of cheir months. _ And by 
IJ comparing Exod. 12, 41. with Gal, 3.1 - _- 
© Jit-may be concluded that. Abrabam recel- | 
= ved the Promiſe, on the. fifteenth day of | 
this month: and” 'tis computed that: © mk +. 
the ſame time of the year 1/a«c was born; | 
and tbe Tabernacle afterwards erected in 
"* wilderneſs. 


On 


ic uabrrbrag to Frog Computation, t 
Month 75/75, (which began with the birt 
hew Moannext to the Autumnal OW 
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The Tatrodutjon. 4s 


is often called the Seventh: Manth : but 
' was nor fo accounted before the Dehiver- 
ance of 7/racl! out of Egypt. As' to Civil 
and Political Affairs, itwas for the 
part reckoned the Firſt Month .gfthe year. 
on this Account, this + Moped friCwhich 


anſwers to. part of our Septembyr ,: and 
part of Ofober ) onthe | Ns day of 


the Month. was the: Feaſt of T. aberuacleh, 


when the (4)Fruits of the Earth were: gay 
ther'd in, and is faid to be: in the End of 
theyear. . Much hath been ſaid by. many 


Learned Men for the date of the: Bima | 


Creation, and' the Begining of x 

from the Yerzal Equinox .or-the _ 
aud the eZgyptians are alledged ay-keepy 
ing the. great Feltival of 4r4es,or of the 
New Year, when the Sunenters into Arc 
es. But however uncertain thatbe;and 
how difficult to. determine it, $18; Aur 
tun is Computed by the 7ems;t Greatly 
on of the World, the Birth. of the 
Patriarch, the. Reparation of the Tobles 


of the Law, the Dedication of the Tem 5 


- (c) "Heidegers Hit. Patriarch. Tom. 1, tf. r2 


& 22. de Anno Patriarcharum (4) Ex0d. 29: ty" 


6. See Ger; 1. Voſhi- leg. Clhrouol difers. 2 Sealiger 
Emend, Tp. Tydiat. de. variis Aunoruns, 


Sedden-de Anno Cirilt ver. Fud, Joel 2. 23.; nRings 


KD 2 Lightfoot Hora, in Math. Cap. B.V. to * +» 
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ple,the Thiee« Great 2d Feaſts of the 
Beginning of *the Year, and other Re- 
BE aiafhable” Paſſages. As many-Religious | 
+ © aſſemblies, and Solemn Feaſts were ap- 
| _'- Pointed to the Jews in this Month Ti/r5, 
-- _- asinalltheyearbelides. _ 
That the Birth and Baptiſmofour Bleſ- 
Ted Saviour Feſns Chriſt ſhould beat this | 
time of the Feaft of Tabernacles, is as Con- = 
fiderable, as that” his Paſſion ſhould bea- 
bout the time of the Jewiſh Paſſover, He - | 
was Sacrificed for us at that time, when 
by God's appointment -the Paſcal Lamk | 
- wasto/be offer'd as bis Type: And at the | 
" Feaſt of Tahernactes he came to pitch his . | 
©: Tentinour nature, to (e) tabernacle in Þ} 
_  obtFleſh,anddwell among ns. TheScepter | 
L-/* was fo fargone from Judah that the Jews 
were compelPd by a foreign Power, in- 
.. Read of obſerving the feaſt of the Taber- 
”*.  nacksat Jeruſalem, every one to repair 
"Ee ME Own: City to be taxed,as the Empe- | 
# © | Four Agnftus had commanded,. (and 'ris 
- Og _ yery likely he would appoint thatin 
© _ The depth of Winter, the time of our 
> Chriſtmas). and now was the Seaſon for |} 


Shile to appear 
The Ezpbry firſt Pſatm;compoſed by Aſa | 
or thefirt day of cis Month, or ſes 
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The Totrodattian, K 4 
_ of (fhTrumpets,is ſuppoſed ro bave been in. 

_ Remembrance of 4 Deliverance guy et of. 
egypt: the Sounding of Trumpets, be- 

ing a:token of Eiberry. This Feaſt a” 
Trumpets on the Firft. Day of the New: 
Year, according to their Civil Account,is 
thus commanded, Levit. 23. 24: Numb. 
29.1, & 10. cap 10: that it ſhould be,.4. 
Sabbath, anda-MMemorial of blowing of Trums 
pers, an holy Convocation, "&C: Sofne thin E 
It 1s called Memorial of Trumpetito pre-- 
ſerve the memory 'of 1/aac's Deiliverance,. 
by the ſubſtitution of a Ram to be facri-, 
ficed in his ſtead; to this purpoſe if Oay, 
be alledged" that” It is fometimes called b Wa 
the Jews, the Binding of Tſaar:, whic at k 
ſuppoſe- tohaye' boy BY the'ſaine' 

the year. Bybthers termed | Feſtung ng 
the Feaſt of the Horn. ' But it Is more pro-. 
bable, that this name was not given, with” 
any reſpect to 1/aac, but on the account; 
of that hind" of Trumpets, which were 
then ſounded, viz:- ſtich as were made of 
ſheeps or rams horns. © Others think it to, 
have been Appointedas a grateful remems, 
brance of former iftories which God had; 
aftorded ther. Particularly chat at Ferico, 


= ObÞr. Hammond. in loc. Godeau univer, Wilt; del 
Eglife, Tome 4+ CIs C 6, Haſpinian, de befd, Fudaic 
T4 B I, where. 4 
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where was the firſt_oppoſition they met 
with it! their paſſage to Canaan, and the 
| ms of £6 City Fel down at the. Sound 
of ſuch Horn-Trumpers ; Foſh.6. 13, 20. 
But the moſt likely eourh of it is" this: 
That it was intended to ſolemnize theBe= | 
ginning of the New Tear, tomind them of 
2} the beaming of the World, and to. ex- 
6 cite their thankfulneſs for the Fruits and. 
a Blefliogs, and Benefits of the/year-. pre- 
6: rumpets by the Prieſts at this time,. (iti 
” - MltheirCities, as well as at Ferſalem, 
"_ yhere £500 Suver * Trumpets were alſo 
+ ul at the Temple, as well as;theſe of | 
7 1. Hen, and the Levires ſung. the8 1 Pſalm) | 
' '.,, Mighe Ferve, both to.ſtirup the People to | 
> | acknowledging his: Goodneſs in prefers 
 ingthem to the beginning of another;and |} 
-  Withal excite them to.-pray for his Pro-: þ 
' teftion, and Bleſſing, for the: New Year, | 
on which they now-entred. /:-.;, 
_ © Zaimonides, the famous Jewiſh Rabbin, 
thinks'the founding of Trumpets-at this 
time was deſigned to ſignifie- ſome fuch 4 
Exhortation as this (4), riſe, 'Oyefleep- 
rin Temps Sake, Hp 
* TMs. Toile Service.” Wis" 
(a }-Cluomes & Hitnfionr, cap, 3+" 3d, 7 bee 
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The Titroduction. = I 

&v1, out of your ſleep, and you that ſaber a- 
wake one of your 0 ty © Searchyonr t#rks, 
ard tiirn by Repent ance, R; member your Cre- 
afvr, youthat bave Forgotten the Trath, ' and 
have exchanged it for the Vanities of the 
World;and have all your Lives wanared after 
V nity, which will not profit or deliver you. 
Conſider your Sents, corfider your Whys, and 
Works,” andlet tht -y one*bf "you for, ſ:che his 
evil way, \und bis thorhes that art not gel. 

Some have ith ined a typical: Repre- 
fentation of the 7:9 Coverants. in this 
Feaſt: 'TheOld Covenant. figured by the 
Year paſſed ; and the'Coveninr of Grice, 


6e the Goſpcttateby rhe 1 NF 
begtinzan ther the fudd'&f Tr tiny 
was't reared e future Prezch -6f 
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the Bok ccorting to that of the Apo- 
le The. ſound mer forth unto all heEath, 
 antl their words mito the end of the World ; 
2d ſo the Feaſt of Tearmperds is abroga 
| &@'by the eb, of the G6 ſpeLift 
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of Chriſt, it is ſaid, #2 that day the great 
Trumpet ſhall be blown, and they ſhall come, 
who were ready to periſh, Iſaiah 27. wit, 
*'T was the Office of the Prieſts to ſound 
theſe Trumpets, Mb. 10.8. The pub- 
AJick-Diſpenſation of the Goſpel is com- {| 
_ uiited to Mnifters, ſet apart. for that | 
.. Work, as the Sons of Aaron-for theirs. 
We' read but of :wo Trumpets at firſt, 
for Eleazar and Iſhamar, the two Sons of 
' Axron,' Nutb. 3. 4. But David added . 
many muſical Inſtruments : - And: in 
Solomons time,. at the dedication of the 
Temple , we read of one hundred and 
- Twenty Poles who ſounded with: Trum- 
"PEts, 2 Tim. 5. 12. | Without ſuppoſing- ) 
any Type here, in, a' tridt and proper | 
fenſe; we may yet farther. conlider the 
'Parallel, ard obſerve, how.the Joy and 
Gratitude of theſe Trumpets did excite,is 
exceeded by that greater-rejoycing, pro- 
miſed and retold by the Prophets, when 
The glad tidingsof theGoſpel ofSalyation 
by ide Me iah ſhould be publiſht to the 
World, 1a. 54. 1. Zihp2. 11, Gal 427. 
which hath been in pert accompliſht : And + 
''will b | ore jc in. that: Kinge - | 
. don of Peace and Purity, which. carl E--> 
: i abt up bros 6? habe | 
wad oh the World; And ſhall wb 
per felt 
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perfeCted-at the end of Time; when Days 

d Years,and Time (thus meaſured) ſhall 
be no more. W hen the Meſſiah our B. Sa- 
viour, having fipiſhed his medyatory un- 
dertaking,as to:what concerns Earcb,ſhall 
come again from Heaven, with the Trump 
of, God, to raiſe. the Deady and ſummon 
all the World to their final Judgment 
Then ſball be: deliver up the "Kiigdem to his 
Father : And the' Faithful enter:ipto:the 
Foy of their. Lord, and be for ever with hin; 
_ Thereis a Tradition among the. Jews 
mentioned by. 14imonidei(b),that on the 
firſt day of the New Year, God enters in- 
to Judgment for the Sinsiof the:.Veariiand 
Life paſt... That every. ones; Faults. are 
weighed againſt: his good :Works, i He 
that is found Righteons is ſealed unto Life 
And, he that is found Wickgg is ſealed un- 
to Death. f = 

And 'tisa generalCuſtom that-hath ob- 
tained among the Fews,' for the::ten-firſt 
days of the New Tear, to riſe out of thei 
Beds in the Night, and- jg continve-in 
their Synagoguespraying antworſhipping 
until- break of day. © The ſuperſtitious - 
and ridiculous Ceremonies-of-the (G) modern 
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Few! Ghetto _ not repett. How- 
ever vain ant groundleſs, faperſtitio 
and abfurd 'many of their Cuſtorfis;' a 
PraQtifesare on this Day : Yet this line 
Devetion of the Jews may juſtly ſhathe | | 
and condemin the Chriſtian of our Age 3 
Who commenly ſpend/the Beginnmgs of 
every Yeat worſe tha ahy-other pfrts of 
- themj-andinſtead of try ſo he wk 
ment: for ' Prayer and Meditation; W 
- . might" afliſt 'then! to wmber* choir D. 
and prepare for Eternity; (inſtetd;1 ay, 
of ſuch ſeaſonable Exerciſes )- how't6- 
vainand ad ooo net, ag0 of. 
trifling and unedifying mitth,” yd frukt- 
fs converſations conſunie the * 
part of the'Days,, (and Nights too }- -of 
the begimming of the Tear ! And this when 
the fri#fraztsof the Year are offered up 
Fo allow das on E. ba or rm if 
'£ ng parts are1mp 
no better-purpoſe; without aily: Ab-003 
 cern\'for [the Sou. and 'an Everlaſting 
* State: 4 F3þ 
Wo endeavour ſome Remidy to thoſe 
diſorders,and give ſome Aſif ance to thent 
who delire ſerionfly to: make Relig on | 
their Principal Buſineſs, & the wel of | 
publiſhing theſe Refletirons. 1 moſt hear- 
Pe ns Goa of all Grace to influ-* 
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ons Te iy phos Contec on to, 
imprine ſuch a Thought on our Hearts,: and: 
the Inferences that may naturally be 'de- 
duced from it: to beg of God, to'inable 
vs to Redeem aur Time, and diſtharge*th 
ty of our particular places ;' and; pr 
us for all the Fees of the lon 


peri : and fo effeually Teach wit 


our days, that we may apply our Hegrqind | 
ira TAL left Sree rized b by.an. 


| ores and our Enrads too; - _ pon 

*with God on the behalf of S:0»,- and the 
wy SiQed and deformed ſtate of the Prote- 

\.* amr Churches. To ſome of theſe, and 

-_* ;the like Purpoſes, T hope What 1s 

BE. elfered,) "may be ſubſeryient ; if er | 

ed with Berieaſue]; and Application, after 

humble Invocation of the Bleſſing f _— 


*. 


and the aids of his Spirit; compoſin 
our Minds and Thoughts, -as in his mo 
awful and holy Prefence. . 
{ hbve only-this to requeſt: That if 
any ſhall find any real Berefir-in this kind; 
he would fo far requite my charitable 
AſſiFtance of him, that when his Heart 


is moſt ſerious, his Spirit-moſt compoſed 


and deyout, and bis Aﬀe&tions moſt vi- 
gorous and lively, he would not forget, 
to put up one Prayer to Heaven-for me, 
for Greater Holineſs and Abilities to Ho- 
nour God, and perſevering Faithfulneſs 
to his Truth and Intereſt, what ever 
Temptations to deſert it may be imploy- 
ed by the World, the Fleſh and the Devil : 
the three Great Enemies of thine and my 


Salvation. | 
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*tis ſealonable to refleft on the # 
Condition 5, and- fhrrs Duration of at 
Thing ip_ this World, which ATR. ORs, 
fared by Time. "That as they ha 
egznping, 10 they have their EM: A 
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that the diſtance, or ſpace of Time be- 
tween the'one/and” the peher is very little. 
Let menot then, O my.Soul! Rejoyceand 
pleaſe my-Telf too mach- in New 1njoy- 
ments, remembring a Change may be at 
hand, and the End is certain- ,_ 
Many;who were Rib and Flouriſhing 
the lai Fear, -may be reduced to:Poverty 
and deep diſtreſs, before'the end of this - 
ws pat vat in-a capacity to relieve -o- 
thers, within a few months, or a ſhorter 
ſpace, may be objects of other Mens cha- 
rity. .. The thing which bath been, is that 
which may be ; ahd' that whicti hath'been 
ſeen-in.one-year,.may.happen in another; 
- io eaſily, fo quickly may a Change be 
made ! Riches may unexpeRedly change 
their-Owners, and borrow. wings of a 
thouſand Accidents, wherewith. to fly to 
Heaven for a new . Diſpoſal. _ (a). They 
therefore. who poſſeſs, ſhould. be: as: if they 
poſſeſſed not ; for the Faſhion of this world 
afſcth away. . Innumerable cafualties may 
_ effect that change, which no human Art 
' or. Skill can, poſlibly foreſee or hinder. 
Aflictive unexpected - evils attend us 
every. where: we cannot- promiſe our: 
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ſelves Tranquility for. a Day, much leſs 
one Year to come. They Jay-in wait for 
us on every ſide, enter at every.crevice, 
and commonly overtake us,. when weare 
leaſt apprehenſive of their approach. *, 
Han that is born of a woman 13 of few days, 
and full of Trouble : He cometh up as 4 
flower, andis cutdown:: fleeth as a ſhadow; 


and continueth. not. What then are. of 


Riches, Beauty, Strength, and-Honar,th 
accidents of this Subſtance, which is it ſelf: 
but a Shadow!. How falſe is the Hope. of 
Man , and how frail is all his glory! 
One day can / make: an end of all this 
Riches, and © Honours,” .. And. yet. what, 
ſolicitude,. care:and labour, to get what. 
we deſire of.theſe things (though often 
we do not need 'em)and then to keep what. 
we have gotten, and then to excreaſe its, 
and then to defend it, and at laſt to exoy. 
it,. and .in, a moment it is ſnatcht from, 
us, or we from-it._ His Life is but, a, 
v4pour, on which they all dependz then, 

how. much-leſs are they ? To how ipeedy; 
2n alteration. are they ſubject / : What, 
numberleſs. Inſtances of - this. doth. one, 


Jears experience furniſh / What -ſadning) 
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ſhare, is reckoned the moſt proſperons 


E ding and that it is as true of Fai 


eo Por hd btiexy _ Cala- 
' have! befallen nity. fines" this 
þ "Twelveonth'! -and rhvſritudes 
eaſe, 'and think"theic 
monntaits! tos" og 't0' be removed 
ſhall meet with ſharper "Tryah befote rhe | 
end of this year. - Alas ! how few Lon; | 
ſider or belieye' it, till they find? it fo? 
peu re count upon troyble and 
pointment; filfering and ſorrow itt 
orld'; pr *he that bath the feaſt | 


man; and yer he knows' not how: fooft 

his portion an te es or 'Werecko! 

our = ſome di &r6 
Gs wy 


D_ it 

ny ba as EI gd as 
! though T'know this 
'f catnot, T dare tiot 


5y , Bitt9c 
of tlits World ind of PIN 
a te ine ree 1 ooghit ! "tv onder- 
vale of 'a thort, 4 tautable, 
troubleſotn” Os. ''" fn 


—_ TR Good Yr Pk 
know that what is ad temp 
mult needs be thus changeable and fa- . 


on' Time ana Eternity. T9 
ſelf, as'of any thing under the Sun ; yet 
how do forget what Man 3s ! not only 
mutable in his Srare, his Boay, an his 
Life, but in his 24nd too, ſo as to love 
and hate, to chiſe and negte&, to-de- 
light in, and abhor, ſuch things at one 
time as he did not before. He doth not 
paſs the ſame -F#doment, nor retain the 
ſatme Aeon at one time as at another; 
How dol live;as if all thiswere as certait- 
ly falfe, as it is unqueſtionably troe 7 
- admire, love, fear, truſt in 4, as if he 
. were the direCt Contrary to what he #s 
and feek for 1-:mertality upon Earth, and 
aQt #5 if 1 were «ffared of it, and mere 
not lyable to” any Change 3. though: 


atkwowhed dge and” know the. conttary. 
Though 'the ## yieb wp cl5 10s Fry 
the obſervation of every \ oth ohn- 


vince me of it ; though all Hiſtory, and 
all the Records of the Grave atteſt it ; 
though all Mankind in every Age have 
found it ſo; though it be a manifeſt no- 
torious Truth, legible in the various 
changes and calamities, but eſpecially in 
the duſt and aſhes of all who have lived 
before us (our Graves being 'often made 
of our Predeceſſors Duſt, and the Earth 
we bury in having once been living) yet 
how little is it believed , how 1cldom 
con 
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-Dewout Reflettions.» 

- conſidered-/, The Confirmation. of” it: 
which. ope year gives us, bath little in- 
_ fluence. on our hearts or lives, with re». 
ſpe& to the next. We ought therefore 
to accuſtom ourſelves to theſe thoughts, 

before ſuch changes happen, to which our 
Final change ſhall e'er long ſucceed. They 
will be leſs efficacious, if never admitted 
till our minds are oppreſt and feebled by 
the weight of Afﬀiftion. : We (hall 
then. want that vigour of Reaſon which: 
ſhould. co-operate with. the Remedy; - 
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- and. which, if uſed before-band, would; 


help to ſapport and ſtay. our minds-un-. 
der all ſubſequent Revolutions. For thoſe: 
Conſiderations may be. able to: fix and, 
ſtay our minds der Changes, that may; 
por. be ſufficient to recover and raiſe our: 
epirits «fter they are dejetted and fallen, . 
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Of the Change in Mens Tnclinations, ©- 
Pinions ,'' aud Aftions which one: year 
ſhews , How obſervable it 5s in Others : 
how much more diſcernible in our Selves. 
Honour ard Reputation, &c. how un 
Certainly preſerved, and how eaſily blaſted. 


\ \ ] Hat a diſtovery doth one Year 
make of the utability of Man, 


not only of his outward Condition, but 
of the Man himſelf, his Temper , his 
Practiſe , his Inclinations , his. Averſi- 
| ons, &c. He abjdeth not at one fay; 

every breath of wind turns him to, ano- 
ther ſhape. We deſpiſe :o day, that which 
we admired yeſterday ; and' to morrow: 
hate the. object of our preſent loye. We 
begin Friendſhips , and cancel them on 
flight occafions ; And a-mortal.Enmity 
often tcrreds to a tender AﬀeCtion: The 
very Perſons who are in one year. our 
ery. > Friends, and poſlibly deſerved to 
be ID; 3 may yet be open Enemies the next, 
and ſeek our Ruine. Lord! what 5 is Man? 
How deceitful and mutable the Heart of 
Man! : We know not :what other Men. 
Arc, or will prove to be till 2 trial ; 
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we are ll ignorant CONCerning our 
ſelves till an hourof Temptation. How 
patiently do we think we could bear 4f- 
flittions till we feel them !-how partial and 


' Wiſdom and Strength in reference to the 
future! we counſel. others to- Submiſſion 
and Keſignation in the molt difficult trials, 
and wonder they-complain ſoJoud; when 

- weour ſelves deſpond and fink under half 
Foal Burthen ; and fend up our more 
| ient murmurs to Heayen, when 
God thinks fit to. prove us by a lighter 

Stroke. We cenſure and condemn Others, 

who are in an higher Statjon,: and are 

| ealfed 'to more difficult work than we 

- when' by a little Advancement, and the 

like Temptations, we diſcover that we 
3. are asbadas they. They wbo were re- 
=  puted Howble, Temperateand Religious, 
£=Y when they have been - Exalted 'bigh 
7? "become proud ſenſnal,and un ngodiy. Had 
 Ffome beentold «a T : re & ; Finer: what 
worm are, an an 2 3 LE 

rea made HazaeÞs Anſwer, a 

I a Dog, that I ſhould dothis? A change 

in the publick Aﬀairs of the' Srare, an 

by that- Means of F pms imvoaſ 

. fome Alterati our own private bir- 

— cumltances Calling us to vew Daties, and 

cxponng 


« « C 
TREES 


miſtaken a Judgment do we make of our 
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on Tome and Eternity. - 2 
expoſing. us to: nem Temptations). diſco» 
Ver$ us'BI@re/to; ourſelves, afd to other 
Men,. than was expected, and proves us 
to -be -very- differe from what 'wwe'ap» 
peared to be. Such a change, for T1n- 
{tance, as from Poverty to Riches, from 
Sickneſs to Health, from Obſcurity to Ho- 
zour, from Privasy:to a Publick charge, bc. 
or. on. the contrary. Men cannot bear. 
the wezght of Temporal Happineſs,- but 
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Riches.and Honours make us to be Other 


Men, than before we ſeemed to be. How 
weak 2 thing is Man ! that cannot carry 
his own Wiſhes, without falling under 
them : That cannot proſper in” his des 
ſigns, without -being changed: inthe 
Temper of his mind, upon'evetyſucceſs; 
Sa true is it that an in Honour 55 like 
the Bealt that periſheth And changed or» 
dinarily for the worſe, as to ſerious Res 
ligion, May we not fear, that fome,who . 
2 yR@r._ fince dared not live: 4 day. in-the 
neglet of Cloſets and; Family. Devotionz 


do now-omit it, for'mapy-Dayrand Weekzy 


together. ?- And that ' fome ;' who: once 
were careful to. improve [the wbote” Sab- 
bath to. religions : pur now' place 
the whole of their Religion in attending 
the publick Worſhip, and think! it-e- 
aonghs. not 'for ther; Day only,: gk 
3D” - 
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the: whole Week. Under: the Aﬀicting 
hand of God, or foie” Apprehepſions 
:of: an approaching change;” or ſenſe of. 
guilt -upon / great Franſgreſſions;”- the 
Convittions of 'Sin” are -lively ,---Cor- 
ſcience .is ſenſible and awake, Aﬀetions. 
warm, Reſolutions ftrong, &c. But alas! 
how.ſoen: doth the' caſe alter ! our Spi- 
ritscool, our Zeal abates, our good Pur- 
poles antwiſt and die, and come to nos 
_ By degrees. we-return to Folly, 
and boldly venture on zhat S/n, we lately 
trembled at. Through the want of con- 
tirved ſmart Afii&rons, .or of a ſerious - | 
awaking Mnftry, and friendly: faithful 
Admonition 3 or through the Temptati- 
ons of vain Company, and the remaining . 
power of fleſhly Laſts - So that we falſifie 
our moſt ſacred. Promiſes and Reſolutions, - 
violate. our holy Yows, .cancel the bonds 
of God upon us,ſaffer the Devil to re-en- 


' ter,and prevail again;to ang Epics of 


| rea m_ es aneaſie - 
prey. . to.. his Temptarions,: till- our" latter 
end:be worſe than- our Beginhing:'!*Oly 
what-a change doth one-year /let us ſee ! 


our hearts, and yield: our: 


in Perſons as well as things ! in [ourſelves 


- 


as. well as other Men ! And as it Swi h 
Mean himfelf, 1o with every thing the 


_ beJ/alves liimſelf upon, orifor which he | | 
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» | is eſteemed by others; and even his E- 
". ftrem and Reputation is alſo changeableand 
-— -nncertain. Not to. Inſtance in Riches,but 
in what: is nobler , Learning ,*and the 
Improvements of the Mind by ſtudy s 
— how ſoon may tbe violence of a Difeaſe 
diſturb or ſtupifie the Brain to that de- 
gree, as ſhall reduce the greateſt Scholar: 
to the pitied Condition of a Fool or Bed= 
lam? And where is his. Reputation;and' 
Renown, in ſuch a Caſe ? But much leſs: 
than that will blaſt the faireſt Reputats- 
on, with the far greateſt part of -the. 
world:It may be loſt by unwary.miſtakes, 
by falſe reports , by envy. and 'Malices:- 
- by the ſubtle hatred of Enemies; or by: 
the weakneſs and credulity: of Friends, 
(who will liſten to every Backbiters ſto-! 
ry ) or by one or two Indiſcretions' of 
the man himſelf; and no man canbecer- 
tain to ſecure his Rep ntation whilſt he. 
lives; much leſs after he is dead. Who 
can content «# men, however he live?- 
And who is well ſpoken of by a/l when he: 
is dead? Who jg {o eſteemed, that ſome 
do. not deſpiſe him? The wiſeſt Con-- 
du&t. cannot hinder but ſome will judge: 
| hardly and a miſs. , 
[ How yain and faulty-is an Ambition to- 
{ betalkt of afater we " dead, which will : 
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| NT_ of the greateſt men in _ 


6 "Deviey Refteione 


be but by.very few,and/that very different- 
y, and br for little white 7 bY 

Remembrance of former s, neither ſhall 
there be of things ta alin, = F thoſe that 
 corve after, Eccdlef. 1. 11, For how 


little awhile do the proudeſt Monuments 


laſt , that are ſet over the rotten 


Fleſh and Bones of many, to preſerve 
their Memory ? God hath he watt: 

*tis true, that the Righreoms ſhall be bad . 
in everlaſting Remembranc ; but ittnuſtbe- 
devined” ſo far only as the frame and 
ſtate of this World, and the Revoluti- 
ans and Viciſſitudes of Time will permit. 


- But what Good can it do vs, farther than 


the intereſt of Gods Glory , and the 
Good:of others is concerned m it ? The 
Bleſſed will not neediir, and the Damn- 
ed have no advantage by it. And no 
Endeavours Ean be certain of Sncceſs : 
For People will talk of us' as they pleaſe ; 
and their Opinions very often change 
fram one Extream to the other. But he 
whothath the loudeſt Fame, ſhall-only be 


" talkt of a lil jonger than his Neigh- 


bors ; and that by a few dying Men , 

that muſt themſelves be ere long ot- 
ten. And how ſmall a part-of the inhabited 
World, -is. acquainted ſo much as with 


here ts no - 


c Re hog | MN 

on Time and Eternity. 29 3 
And how different and contrary are mens *7 
Opinions and Diſcourſes of them ,. where 
they are known and faſkt of? And how 
mapy holy excellent Perſons are burted 
in Obliv10p, or miſ-repreſented as unwor- - 
thy. Ix. thing on Earth,whofe Names will be 
found in the Book of Life?Qur Life ig yet 
as mutable and uncertain as any of theirs. 
The Time js. haſtning when we ſhall be 
200 old to Live, but at any time weare old 
enough. to. Die. Our . Breath. is in; our 
Net Bhs and though there be, room. e- 

for it to. go out, we have noaſlu-, 
rake. = at we. ©. have Power, 90am 
if Aga , 
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- for Death, which may be nearer th 


+ This! Let me look into the Gr 
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Of the Uncertainty of Living to the Pe- 


riod of another Year. The Vanity of 
of Time, 


' "und how to be improved, 


| Affurance have 1 toout-live it ? Ican- 
not ſay how ſoon my Sovereign Judge 
may. call me hence, and fummon' me to 
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FJ Now begin another Year - 'Butwhat 


appear before his Righteous Bar: | O let. 


me not defer. my neceſſary Prepar 


I 


imagine! Let me mind the Great things - 
- fr#, whichare of abſolute neceſſity to 
- be done, ſome time or other before 1 
-dye- This periſhing Body which 1 have 
Pampered and indulged, at the' expence 
- of To much Coſt and Time, may be pu- 


trifying in a filent Grave, before half this 
Year be paſt. Lord ! bleſs this thought, 
toawaken my diligent endeavours to ſe- 
cure the Bleſledneſs of Eternity! to mor- 


ne the Defire of Great things for my 
= 


fon: 


. 
— 


in futurE Years , by the conſidered: 


poſib aves of 
others, 
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ethers, and conſider that this may quick- 

ly happen to' me, - and muſt ere long be 

my own caſe © Let: ine think what thr 

Body: will ſhortly be; when it hath been 

| fix or eight days ſeparated from my Soul 

F'-) how vile ? bow loathſome ? that I may 
| deſpiſe the Beauty, and be dead to the 

| Pleaſures of' the Body, which ſo eaſily, 

ſo ſuddenly,fo ſtrangely-may be changed. 

For no'Glaſs' is-more 'brittle, mo Bubble: 

|| morevaniſhing, no 7ce} more dilolving,;. 

] no Flower more fading, '* no' Shadow leſs 
ſubſtantial, no Slzep' or Dr2am more de- 
ceiving, no Sow:d more tranſient, no- 
thing more vain-and more uncertain than 
. Life, on which all other things in this 
World depend. My days are at nothing, 

_ faith Job, though they laſted! above two. 
Ages. 'There is hardly any thing ve- 
ry Frail and' Fading, Mutable and Un-- 
certain, but the Spirit of -God in Scri-- 
pture ſets forth the Vanity of Life byz. '- 3 
as-1f 'he- would” reach us. by it, from: _ 

the Eight of every periſhing* Obje&,. 3 

L ' which our Eyes behold, to refle&-on'our*- 


own Mortality. Wi every Nieht,., © 
in the outer Chambers of Death: ' And* © 
in ſome Diſcaſes Sleep, which is the image” _} 
and Piture:of: Death, is taken away, ' to' 
give place to the Original, and make: 4 
oe C3 way. 


% _ for poi And raky year, wery 
- week, every day are haſtening to: our 
final Change-; which may overtake/us ere 
We. LOA vare., Every. day we lol fawe 
our. Lives 3: 4n our, very; guowrh 
Infancy to. Manhood, our - 
Kr fot and rom leſs. Every Pulſe and 
Breath doth tel] us we are, haſteninig. to 
 theEnd of Time, and. calls vpon-ys to 
| difpatch our Wark: Eyery Word we 
= Jak, is forme of that Breath wberehy 
- we-live; $08: ; WS: BY: nok tive. 10-PI9r 
 nNaunce anathber-Fentence, -but/the-Lanmp 
| of Life may be. extinguiſht and blown 
;* out bya ſudden Blaſt; Every thin _ 
> do, carries away ſome Sands;of our - 
Glaſs of Time; and how little may: = 
+ main? Octhow;ſoon may the lateſt be 
© broke?  QuiSouls are in our Bodi 


- A*. incloſed in a-thin x 
how ly Ate broken, and wheteare 
| we?. How many who are now alive, in 
{+ health and vigoyr, who, deliberate: on 
| _theirMeatand Drink, and are carious of 
 Air,and Exerciſe, tomaintain! 
 - in Health, and pleaſe thernſelves with 
the Dream of Years to come, ſhall never 
-, ſee another New-years-day ? ann foeen 
= another haben week or Troy 
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on Time and Eternity. y1 © 
have promiſed - themſelves great things k 


on the morrows but dyed before Night: 
Let, me not fay, I ſhall not dye this Day, 


when 1 may ths Heur > and tis buc orve 


for all, there-is no amendingan ill Death, 
by another; Tryal. ©** When I Iye down 
<< to fleep, LI hope to riſe ſtronger and 
<< freſher, avd fitter for work; but 1 
< know, withal, I may riſe no-more. And : 
** may not 'imy -Name be on the Roll of 


< thoſe who ſhall zexe be-called, at leaft 


< ſame time this Tear ? Let me not then” 
©< negleCt or fooliſhly delay my Prexcipal _ 
* Buſineſs, to provide againſt a Change, 

Pye = eng ITS OE ys - - 
*--altagather dovbtful.Ought not:my firft 
* and chiefeſt Care be imployed to mak 
<« my. Peace with:Goz, ' ( He alene can be 
© my Happineſs ; | to his final Judgment 
* [am baſtenipg : His Favour aloe: can 
«ive me ſupport: and Joy: woo 
< Hour : To his Mercy'I-muft traſt;when: 
& Heave this World, andcanhaveno'ad- 
« yantage more by any thing. in it: 
< that he:may mercifully receive: my Soul 
«at Death and be my Everlafing _ 


_ © on ? Dol know my Life & thus vain 


<< and-tranvient, and ſhall | nor; ſeriouſly 


-</;mprove it to. ſuch a :Purpoſe * Shall 
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**:theſe Thoughts leave no Impreſſion ups — = 
TER | - SS * of: 
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” 32 -Devout Refletions. 
” _<.onme? Do lbreath continually in this 

- Element of Fawry, and FC Iu 
© where I am; and remain infenſible 
* of fo near a Change? Shall theſe 
-< Thoughts paſs away as a vaniſhing 
*< Cloud, and diſtil no ſoftening drops 
*- on my Soul ?- Shall the Image of Death, 
< which meets me every where, be only 
«like an appearing Ghoſt or Phantaſm, 
<« that ſtartles and ſcares a little, but is 
£ preſently. gone, and no more conſidet- 
«ed?-O! let menow remember to make ; 
< God my Friend, and fecure an intereſt in 
< his Eternal Mercy,while the Day laſts; 
<< yea,while:my Reaſon and Underſtand- þ 


a& 


< ing are; free, and not diſturbed and 
< clonded by. Fear and Pain; and theDiſ- 
<< orders of the Body, as commonly they 
«© are in Sickneſs, if God ſhould vouch- 
* ſafe me that Warning, which yet I 
i. may not.promiſe my ſelf to have, for I 
<< may be cut off by a Sudden Stroke, 
< before the end of this Near, I now 
«begin. | + So 
And how great and neceſſary a Work 
have I to do in ſo ſhort and ſo 'un- 
certain a Portion of Time ? endleſs joy | 
or Miſery will be the . conſequence of 
ſpending this preſent Time, My ignv- 
rant Soul muſt be inſtruQed, gy" 
« «he cart 


eG bs 2 A 
>” 3 Ln RS {ONS oe 
+ oF Tens 


, IV. £ 


Fig S300 eg” $A. LF a bone 
— STEELE But OSA 2g + 4s FR 
I EET of De EEE 
9p 4 $538 Foe Re EL & 
» 


y / $7 . o ret: - - 
DE OO ren or - oh Sat ; I 2 ALI : g 
4 RR Sn \R-0C5. a Axa? % CEN 4. b { { "4-4 24A BO EE OT NEE hs 
4s EEE AR 2? 1 ER I FEEL EY WY: IE ILY. : SRI te. % of 
" Ks "Mob 2. ds "72" 2 "0 Sx SM £ I Ee 25-42 
- : We ets: 4 6s $ RC te er os Ce bs Wh id % 
SN OS, Ws IE GE Wo 8 Sea. AE T--i- : "OE BALE: We i NE IR 4 
2 OF” 6 4 ro —_ F JC (4 *; 7 % E n__E A 1 ON 4.0 * 1 
"Ys REES EO a . - 8 3 45 EA 
4 . by mw Kc 4 N 32 3 
o G « ; 1 
p = — 5; 
F . r, < >. 998 
4 5+ <7 I 
p 6 "#2 =2r00 
-— Ss 
PREY 
£% 
& 
PSs 


Heart renewed, many falſe Opinions- 
muſt be unlearnt, and ſinful Cyſtomes 
changed, and powerful Luſts mortified 
and” ſtrong Temptations overcome, and - + 
wany Graces to be obtained, exerciſed;., 
ſtrengthned and preſerved , to- pleaſe 
and ſerve, and 'gratifie an Holy -Omni- 
preſent God, my Soveraign;; .and ex-+ 
preſs the Thankfulneſs of my Heart and 
Life to Chriſt my Saviour; and is alt- 
this nothing? Is not- all ' my little: 
haſty Time too little for . ſuch: a- 
Work ? to prepare for a ſafe and com- 
fortable Death® in order. to _ a. bleſled . 
Eternity ? | 
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EF Of ebe ſeamivg Difference, berweer fo matiy 
 __ TearsPaſt, andthe ſame wimber of Tears 
b $0 Come. 44] 


WF: I look back on the preceeding 
Y Y Years of my Life, 'howealily can 
I graſp them allat once ? they areeven 4s 
> Teſterasy when 'tispaſft. But ſo many Years 
+ To come hath ſomething great and vaſt, 
which fills wy Thoughts, and affects my 
-- Mind, after another manner. Such is ' 
| thedifference between paſt Injoyments, 
and the Expectation of future. :Let me 
- Cuppoſe the ſame term and duration of 
Y Years, and yet how different are my Ap-' 
--.._ _Prehenſtons of what is paſt, and of what 
'S 1s yet to come ! Things paſt by a reinem- 
. brance of ſome remarkablePaſſages,when 
-.- © they happened, ſeem to be preſent with__ 
* _Theſame numberof Years to come, | have. | 
- nothing whereon to fix my Thoughts.Or \ 
- - © theReaſfon of this Difference may rather. 4 
be,that Men in this degenerate & neceſſi- - + 
- tous State(with unſatisfied Deſires reach- 1 
ing after Happineſs, and ſenſible nothing. 
reſent can afford it, and knowing by. ' 
Eoperiency that nothing palt cold 


>. 50 oF 
Ay o $A "A, > 4t Wy SAD AH * 
% 4 _ - 1; wet: 16h. .- VP ” 
. EE 
b A 


: T ad; 2+7. A 
; of o ” X % 2 
ws , , Fay ; 5 
nTime and Eternity, 3g : 
NJ 


done it, (are eagerly deſirous of Felici- 
ty z'and becauſe we know tiot but what 
is to- come' may procure it," REDOER 
will; which makes the Time ſeem long 
by reaſon of ont Expectation and Deſire 
of Good. Whereas the foreſight of Evil, 
and the Expectation of rhat, aw; years 
hence, makes the Time rather ſeem ſhort 
and near at hand: So many” years to 
come, in the expeQation and defire of 
Good, are long and tedious ; ſuch Hope 
deferred makes the Heart ſick; even tho' 
tis of that ſort as muſt needs fail our ex- 
pettations. Prepare me, Lord ! for what - 
thine 4therring Ceunſel ſhall pfeaſe to 
.order, as to the remainder of my time 
'on Earth; and ſuffer me not to count 
-npon a great number of Tears to come, 
finee rþzs, for ought know, may be 
*my laſt; neither let mecexpect Reſt and 
Happine tn this World, which nothing. 
ral car afford. This is not. the 


Nat or ſeaſon, wherein, by aty pro- 
| *mife of God, ſam encouraged to hope jt. 
4 And if fift et eer5to'come; .be 
« thought great. a matter, 'and cal is 
| ſo, as 'to*our ſtay on earth, Oh what 


apprehenſions ought *þ tO A y 
aly being as cartaine of the &#re, Meer - | 
: Death, "2 
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Death, as I :am uncertain, about the 
former; whether ſo many Years be yet to 
come before my Death. _ Let .me not 
herereafter be ſo prepoſterous in any So- 
licitude, Cares and Fears, as to be anxi- 
ous for to Morrow, and yet be thought- 


_ 


leſs'of Eternity. 


The little- Po#tion-of owr Tome on Earth 
conſidered, by a Computation of the Life 
of Man, from the number of Years and 

Hours: 


T*Hink, O my Soul.! how: ſhort is that 
Life at longeſt, made up of Years 

and Months, and Days ; ſuch little parts, 
and yet in.number few. Well therefore 


may it be expreſt, as 1 find in Holy Writ - 


by Years of number, That is, ſuch as may 


ſoon benumbred. When a few Years are 
come, ſaith Fob-(d), (or the Years of num- 
ber, as in the Original)-I ſhall go the way, 
"whence I ſhall not return. By the .years 


"three, 1f. 16. 14. We uſually-compute. 


Threeſcore and ten Years, to the Life of 
an: Let me ſuppoſe four ſcore. The Bed 


WO) 1622, 12, Ezek, 16, Ia, 10-19, 


ge Bo. 27 ome L 


-(e) Winter-Evening Conference, Conſt 1. : 


© on Timeand Eternity. 37 
one in. thirty doth reach the Age of Se- 


wenty Years;And (e) they who live to ſuch 
an Age, do yet complain how foon ?tis 


done. IgnorantChild-hood and heedleſs 


Youth, and infirm old Age, may be ſup- 


poſed to take up a third part of that 
Time. Incither of them very little of 
the great Ends of Life are anſwered. We 
ordinarily begin to reckon ourLives from 
our Birth; whereas for a good while af- 
ter we know not whether we are alive or 
no, but are beholding to others to make 


the account for us- When we firſt come © 


to the ſteady uſe of Reaſor, or what we 
call the Years of Diſcretion; how few 
are there but from the Prejudices of Edu- 
cation, from the Corruption-of Human 
Nature, from the want of Experience, 
from the Infeftion of bad Company, how 
few, I ſay, but ſpend their younger. Years 
in-thoſe things, which afterwards they 
are aſhamed of, when' Experience liath 


taught them the Wiſdom of Men? How - 


great-a part of our remaining Time is ta- 
ken up in the. Neceſlities of Nature about 
Food andRayment,and in lawfulEares,to 
fupport the Body 2 and how muck- more 
than needs, \in pampering, dreſling and 
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adorning 
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how -much. is imployed in the concerns of 
a Family and near Relations, in particu- 
w mf wenn,” Civil Buſineſs, 
a in getting, | eping or Hyprovin an 
Eſtate? Befides allthe Time that is ent 
in Recreations, Viſits, unprofitable Di{- 

courſe, impertinent Thoughts, Jobrneys, 
Sickneſs, and innumerable other Occaſi- 
ons, fome allowable, ſome unavoidable, 
and many needlefs ? Aﬀter this, how lit- 
_ tile Time remains wherein to cultivate 


. and improve our Minds, by Languages, 


Arts:and Sciences, or the knowleds of a 
_ Frade; &6. How l#tle then afterall, 
moy'we fay, is Teft for themattors of Re- 
tigzon'?\ for Devotion to Ged, and ſerious 
"preparation for another World } Als} 
| how ſmalla/number of Years make np the 
Life: of Men ?- and how finalt a- Portion 
wa that nor ho above the" Principal 
h ut es and for 
— q- Kve? We divide Time iats 
Paſt, Preſent and Future: Bat the Path 
is not now ours ;- [the Future is not yer 
and the Prefers now is paſt, ere eh ſown 
06a ware And: yet this is a5: the 
ed: vs, wihereln te ſecurs' the 


more, o& GONE little. Tyme might 'becim- 
proved 
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on Time and Eternity. 39 


proved than commonly are by the Beft ? 
In every Year there.are 8775 Hours: If 
we allow the greateſt half for Sleep and 
necellary attendance -on the Body, | and 
take but 4000 Heurs'for our Work and 
Buſineſs of conſequence : How poor an 
acconut can moſt Men give of all theſe 
4009 Hours in every: Year?: : not one 
hour in ſevex, not one in 227, .is arding- 
rily deyated to Gad, 2nd the purpoſes of 
Religion... Should it not affect us, ſeri- 
ouſly to conſider this ? eſpecially if we 
remember, at what an «zcertainty We ares 
how ſmall a number of Days and Hours 
do yet remain. _ {his Year, this Month, 


this Week, this pay: oF Hour mag be my 
aln ſpe 


Laſt-. What anu Fted Accident or 8 
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ſaddajn Diſeaſe may do, 1 know not-;,. - M 


But this 1: know , that there is ſcandg%; 
auy thing that. bath not; killed ſome B&y 


dy ; an Hair,. a Feather. A - 


{tle Fames asks the Que 6 
Life ? He, anſwers, . it 15-even.a Vuporry 
that appeareth a kittle while, aud thin uari(ls 


ah away. P 
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of the Redemption of Time, bow Rr 
and valuable a Treafure it is, and will 
be thought to be, 'when'tiz too late. 


rs. the Life of Man-ſo ſhort 'and fleet- 

ng, our Days on Earth ſo- few, and 
io uncertain, how careful ſlionld 1'be to 
manage every Hour ; endeavouring to 


rity..and dili eee to improve it ? Ican 
. have no Buſineſs of greater or of oy 
' Moment to mind, thanto fecure the | 
wo Bot of my Soul in another World. 
"M4 ſhall 1 laviſh my Time, and toſe my 
+ Pains about things unneceſſary ? "What: 
= 1 all other-Buſineſs ſignifie_in the end; 
this be neglefted ? Is there any In- 
tereſt” more 'weighty , -that” calleth me 
> Fred foch'work?' ts there thing elſe 
3 _ that ſo well- deſerves 1 me ?"Tfiat 
- may. be put' into the Scales, 'or wei ghed 
Ina a balance againſt this? Shall Ee ay: 
which comprehends all Time, have t c 
' Teaft ſhareof my Time allotred for its. 


match the Swiftneſs of Time by my Dog 
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08 Time and Eternity”. at 
necefſary is it to redeem the little Inchr 
of Time that yet remains; but haſtens 
toa Period ? For as there is no Coy2nant 
to be made with Death, ſo no Agreement 
for the Arreſt -and Stay' of Time; it 
keeps its pace whether 1 redeem and uſe 
it well or not. The greateſt part of our 
Life is defignedly employed to avoid 
Death; we eat arid drink, and fleepy 
and labour, and reſt, that'we may nor 
die; and yet even by theſe we haſten to 
Death. Every Breath, every Pulſe, eve- 
ry Word leaves one leſs of the number 
which God hath appointed'me, and car- 

ries away ſome Sandy of the Glaſs of 
Time z and yet how little care is taken 
to employ it well? 'We ſeldom value it; 
till we can no longer uſeit toany advan= 

tage; and though we know it can net- _ 
ther be retarded in its motion; or recal- 
led when paſt, yet of nothing'are we 
more'prodigal. Yea, how many-com- 
plain:of it as a Burden , and know not 
what todo with their Time, are'exceed- 
ingly at a loſs' wherein to employ It; 
whatto doto be rid of it ? Butalas? 
how near is that Change, when they ſhall 
think bothiog too dear to purchaſe ſome 
too many, while they are pafling theygeh 
714 Ty | iy 
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ime. and Hope. is | ,0ne? W | 
Weaks., and Day 's _ ng my 
_ have trifled away in Sloth and t- 
leneſs oo.) in Zac hrs wy hurtful 
n ghts and imper- 

Lent. FN LGr Zh) 2-4 inexceſs of $ rg 
WO Paſtimes,: Feaſtings, jnordipate 
Con te2dorn the Body, or - oem the 
val Appetite ? All ghat which ispaſt 
vierourerble aud the little remainder 
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we'do, were we never id - 
lozer2-: We might = : = 


not aften ſtand Kill, or go opt of: or 
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way. We ſee/it plainly bythe.greatand 
excellent Effe&s: of ſome few mens Intu- - 
| ftry.in every Age. Art hathifongd-mean 
ta: ſet Spies :and/ Watches 'as'it were 
dw the San,' that he cannot look out; but 
- 4+ they'take.hold'of his Shazow, and: force 
f it to. tell how'far he is gone that day 
| and yet while we are curious in making 
Time give'a juſtaccount of it ſelf. to us, 
bow little do we conſider the account-of 
| 6ur: Time which we:muſt ſhortlygive to - 
_ God? Oh thartſuch as Thovpht miphties 
 fectually perſuade me to redeem it'! that 

I may not. tarry till the end of Time to 

know the worth of it ! Let me notunder- 
þ value it, while tis given me to be uſed, - 
' that I may not eternally regret my Folly, - 
when Time ſhall be no more. 

God calls me to Diligenceand Labour 
the Work he calls me to is excellent;, and 
the Reward glorious ; to know, and love, 
and ſerve, and obey him, in order to . 
eternal Life ; and ſhall I yet be idle ? bs 
| this the Uſe and End of all my Time? 
And do I know it and believe it ? Dol. 

Indeed believe it, and yet delay and loy- - 
ter, and waſte my precious Hours in ya- 
nity? AmlI going into Eternity, and en- 
tring into another World , and know 
that I muſt be in eaves or Hell for 
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i? Is my goavey in "the Promiſe: of 

Eternal Life as firm:, and-my. Evidence 

 itas;clear agit may be: ade?i.;Am T 
tous: to my-felf, that-touch 

"Work-is yet tobe. lone'® 

an ed Soul-as 
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of 4 the Ordinances. of Heaven, Dey ad 
26 by » Summer and Winter, Seed Tims 
and Harveſt; their. order and ſuceeſfion 


. eftabl;[bt 2; God, ts the effett. "I 


 Wiſden nd Goodneſs. What 


teach nr... > + 1 ers 
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Hen 1 conſider the beginning of 
- {0obher oh a can SOON avoid: 


wt 
: 


{ds 


oble ones Par: . Thin 
d Godhead, Wiſdom and Truth: 
who. is ; the Great Author of this -admi-\. 
rable varigtys. .Who hath fixed the Earth: 


whith hisF | banged.it on nothing. / 
and booted - 


Excellent Ends - Sun #0 -; day 
and rhe Moon by Nig ie, thereby to diſtin. = 


uiſh Times and ue on to ſeperate Day ! 
Bed og ad. fects x :CON>:: 
of Man. and: Beaſt / 


| their Order,Beauty and conſtant courſe, 
- that when the Sun-withdraws, and. the 
+ ſhadows of the- Evening cover the Earth 
"with darkneſs, to conclude the Day.; 
_ the Moon and” Stars' ſo) he place. of 
the abſent - Sun during 

that tho. the "el They pro Th ngth.yet 


| Gong 6k excellent A work af God 


quick ſucceſſion to one another ? 


oh > Time ol Mirath. 'HD 


| contemplated in his works, confidered 
in the of the created EW EO 


only through the Windows of Senſe; how 
much more glorious will he appear 5b 
after, when' we ſhallſee him face to 

arinothing interpoſe btwixt ns ahd bi 
incomparable Light ! If mine Eyes d#'zle 
; tolook upon the .meridian es In, what © 

 nacceſſible Light muft he dwell ;who is 

che Father of Lights? If this lowet \ bs] 
che cotiinonreceptacte of his Friends-4nd 


Enemies, haye ſo much of his Glory 
youchſafeq them by the mepenly 
where be no. Av or Moox nar needof 

any. be the Glory of God fhal bs File | 
thus conſider the Sun Met PR Be 
not think the Night is uſeleſs, 

not diſcernible by Day,viz. the Stars.al 
Planets, refreſhing the Earth,cogling the, 
&c. their order, moHlooy.s apes, 0p- - - 
poſitions, influences , areall v and 


Bodies, 2.0 what a place will LIE, 

the Lamb be the Light heveef? 

diſcovers another part of the ih | 
Air,giving necellary Reſtto x 

ioftru&tive. The agreeable mixture of 


- Light and Darkneſs, the regular. ſucceſ- 


ſion of Day and Night within a. few hors 
are; exceeding wonderful and. adyantas, 
gigus. In other parts of the World, 
te the Sug beams-are more direct | 
an 


ein God bath. made 
ads by, the length ofthe night , (un- 
ger, the A 10Clial Line it. is. always 
E ere hours) and .in the more Nor- 
erp parts, where-the - Influence of f the 
In.is weaker, the days are: proportion- 
. ably longer. So good is God to all his 
E-. Creatures, in all parts of theworld ! As 
Ef the Morning:and Kyening anſwer to the 
- day of Twebtyfour hours;fo.doth Spring 
-_ and Autumn ta the Twelve Months of 
the Year , that we may not pals imme- 
ofmeely from one extreme to, another ; 
'J radually be diſpoſed for ſo great 
angeas is betweenSummer and Win- 
EE: ter ; and 'Winter and Summer. : So 
 . _ merciful and. gracious, - and iofinitely 
wiſe is God i in all his Works ! fo that we 
cannot fay,one part of the Year is more 
lary"than another. 'The winter is as 
eful for the good of the Univerſe, as 
e ſwopper : In this weare ſupplied with 


— 


'neceffary to.maintain us in that, 


_- 


5 (moſt probably) in the Center of the 
be; > 7orld, eems. much to contribute to it. 
= i it had been ata farther diſtance from 
- - ' us, obrearth would have been ina man- 
E ner deſolate ; be cauſe the influence of: 
the Sun could not have been conliderable> * 


the Frybls! ſituation of the Sun, 
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And ifit had been nearer, the Stars aboye 
|. would have wanted Light,and this Earth 
1 under, bezn burat*up. _The Excellent 
order which it hath now obeyed for 
above fix -Fhoufatid Years, is alſo won- 
1 <derful. The Sun” never ſtood {till but 
| once;and that by a miracle; Tho much in- 
ferior to that of its daily Progreſs. 
' What a ſubje&t is here toy. admire 
the Power , Goodneſs. Wiſdom, and 
Faithfulneſs of - God? Lord! * wh at 18 
Man | for whom thou doſt 'all this? 
And becauſe I findevery year that theDay 
dies intoNight,the Summer into Winter, 
{ andherbsand plants loſe their beauty and 
verdure, and ſhed their bloſſoms ; -may 
I not hencelearn to conſider and prepare 
for my own approaching Change? In 
proſperity, health, and eaſe, and life, 
toexpect,and make proviſion for trouble,” - 
ſickneſs, pain, and Death ? as every wiſe _ 
|. man in Summer would do-for Winter 
and work all my might, while it '5s calltd + 
to day, while the Light continues, be- 
cauſe the Night of darkneſs is at hand, - 
when none can work. £2 
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. the Snares and Follies of Youth, We 
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If Evits ts be expetied in. thir Ter the 
ER. and Mercy of God, in .conceal- 
_ ing from us the knowledge of future E- 
Yeurs. 


L 
* C 
pe " 
P . 


N [Ot 'only few, and uncertain, but 
N. Evil likewiſe are the days of the 
cars of my Life, may every one ſay,with 


the Patriarch Facob. A ſufficient porti- 


on of Evil for every year may-well be 
expeCted, 'when our Lord tells us, there 
15.2 certain meaſure allotted for every 


day. Sufficient co the day 1s the evil of it. 
_ Not. only is our Life ſhort, but trouble- 


ſome, full-of vexatious Mixtures, We 


.- cannot {ing a Kegwiem to our Souls, when 
alamity is paſt z _ for we know 
an: this Region of Changes , but. 


—_ 


be at hand. One 
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4a. greater may 


:..out-doanother » as it was with Fob. we 
.: Come weeping into the World in a moſt 


helpleſs forlorn ſtate ; and if we eſcape 
wma Ne of-Tnfancy, and the caſualties 
of Childzood; and after that , outlive 
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are toſt upon-/ the Pikes of (Time and 
Chance, and ſadden.'and- diſquiet- our 
ſelves. with a. thouſand. Griefs and. poll 
rows,  by.inevitable and\ unexpedted oc- 
caſions.z.though we increaſe the NS 
of neectleſy 'Carer:and Fears, and Dsſcone, 
tents; Till at length a ſadden. ſtrokear- 
reſts us, we fetch a groap, anddie. Who 
. can give 2; Catalogue of the Afliftions 
and Calamities, Perplexities:2nd Dilap- 
pointments, Incumbrances, Croſſes, <- 
evil Accidents. of Humane-.Life ?. 
means whereof Millions are diſconſolare 
and fad, monrn and complain, weep and + 
ſigh, and from day to day are, fed with 
the Bread of Aﬀuttion, and the water of 
Adverſity: Not to mention mens finctu- 
ating reltleſ Thonghts of Heart.,im 
tunate Deſires, baftied Projects, decal 
ed Purpoſes, which ſippoſe or brig bs 
vexation. A good ſhare of theſe is not. to 


a yearago the Mercies or the Evils,whieh = 
have happened ſince ? Publick and. pr-. 


tries, . Cities, Families and Perſons. we 
are/ concerned for? And who can . 

taiply foretel the Events of this ng... by 
on God hath Intormalgs Good and + "3 
bo, 2 "1.1 


be avoidegd;and you very few can: be 781 £ n % oO 
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Refeition; 


Z vitiethe Life of May He' hath fot Pro- 


ſperity againſt” Adverſity, - ſaith  Selomer, 
W uhe'e: I that” Mw ſhould find riotbing 
er him. Eccleſ, Ka a grein: "or 
cheek ſhall ' next, 'whether" a 
'Proſperons or a Galamn tous Event: What 
a change may be made in a year by the 
meer Caſualty of humane Events? by the 
treachery of Friends,or the malice of Ene- 
mies, or the more immediate Hand of 
God? We know not what ſhall' be-on the 
Merrow, *tnich leſs what a twelve Month 
may IEEE Becauſe whatever may 
be diſpoſed to happen, from - natural 
cauſes, or civil counſels, may be altered 
by. a particular decree 'of Providence. 
Prepare 'me Lord? and every of thoſe 
in whoſe Felicity I more eſpecially. take 
part, forall the Calawities and Sorrows, 
- Thine infinite Wiſdom ſhall think fit to 
exerciſe us with, this following year - 
andby thy merciful Providence; and-gra- 
cious' Condutt, cauſe them to" work for 

. Good : {Furniſhing /us- -with- ſuitable 
ſtreng th and wiltiom, to acquieſce in thy 
good Pptcaſure, and obey thy Will. Let 
oh follow theezas the Father of the Faith- 
ful, 'cho. I know not whither thou: wilt 
| Jead me: Knowing the wiſdom and 


F faithfulneſs of wy Pilot, let me haps 
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be ſatisfied, though I know not particu- 
- larly what courſe he will ſteer. 1 thank * 5 
thee, 0 Heavenly Father | that hot deft - 0 
reſerved the knowledg of future Times + .; 
and Seafons to thy ſelf ; ard" bid Everits - 
; from Men; Leſt by: conſidering them 
Certain, we ſhould preſume in caſe they 
| are Good; or ſhould deſpairingly atflict 
our ſclves, by foreſeeing.the Evil we 
know, 'to be snevitable.r Did'we certtinly. 
foreknow the Good that' would befal Us, 
we ſhould not Truſt in thee to'bring; it 
to paſs, or heartily implore thy Care - 7? 
and Conduft. Did we foreſee the Evils 
we ſhall ſuffer, ' before” they ' overtake + 2 
us, we ſhould be overwhelmed with dif- 
fidence and Deſpair. Many a Mothtr who | 
rejoiceth at the Birth of a Son, + would 
mourn to foreſee what a an;what a Son 
he will prove. Such an increaſe of | Know- 
ledg world increaſe our Sorrow ;, ſuch a Pre: - 
ſcience would tranſport and diſcompoſe 
us, - by unſeaſonable Joys and Sor rOWS, bara: 4 
out of Time ; make-us remiſs in onr-Da-. . ©: 
. ty to Thee ; and weaken our Depen: ..-:.- 3 
t dance on thine own unerring Wiſdom, {Y 
Truth, and Power. | mn 
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Suppoſition of dying this Tear, ſhould 
be improved : 4 2x: Yell of redeem- 
ng Time, and providing for Eternity 
farther preft. The Folly of Elder Per ſons 
28 condemned and checks from the Exam- 
 pleof Children. 'Tis adviſcable ro fa- 
miliarize tbe Thoughts of Death, and 
' #0 imagine before-hand what Apprehenſi- 
ons of things we ſhall then have. 


"He: longeſt Life is but _ multi- 
& plied; and whocan certitie or af- 


fore me, which will be my /aff? He only 
' who was God as well as Man, could- fay, 


Mine Hour is not yr come. Is all my Life 
siven me to reſolvethis Queſtion , Whe- 
ther I ſhall be in Heaven or Hell for Ever? 


And have I any time to loſe, and ſquander 


away,” as ſuperfluous ? have I any mare 


Than needs? Tis' no impoſlible or unrea- 
_ Fonable Suppoſition to make, that I may 
'. dye this year. 


Let me -admit” that 
Thought, and imagine my ſelf on a Bed 


_ of Sickneſs, wearied with Pain, and rea- 
- dy toleave this World : the Phyſicians 
© _ gone, deſpairing of my recovery: my 


Friends 
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on T ime and 

Friends about me weeping: and all 
things in a doleful melancholy Poſture, 
ſuited to ſuch'a ſtate; feeling within my 
ſelf the prefages of Death ; expefting 
the final ſtroke, in an hour or two 
more: What is then the value of ſen- 
ſual Pleaſures? can I then reliſh or ſayour 
them ? what then is Hononr to me, who 
ſhall never go abrozd more to receive it, . 
till carried to my Grave? will it cher 
comfort me to have lived in Reputation, 
and 6 ms if my Heart was not hum- | 
ble under it, and the Honour of God 

promoted by it ? can Riches and a great 
Eſtate ſupport me, when 1 am juſt pack- 
ing up fora removal tothe other World ? 
in that hour will it be any fatisfa&ion, 
to have madea ſtir and noife for a few. 
years upon Earth, to be talkt of for a 
white longer than other Men ? are theſc 
the things my dying thoughts will be. 
moſt concerned to refleft on? Theſe 

dignities, pleaſures, and poſſeſſions of | 
fered to a dying Man, would rather np-- 
braid than tempt him ; they come too". 
late, as a Princes Pardon to a Man whoſe '- 


Head is off. Die 1 muft, and appear be- |. 2 
fore my Judge, to anſwer for all that I”. 2 


have received and done in the Body. ' 
Fool that I was, (ſhall I then too juftly*- 
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ay to.my ſelf, not to. have conſidered 
This-much- ſooner ! not to have provided | 
for- it at a better | rate! my Sins ſtare 
me/inthe face, my Conſcience tells- me [ 
am not ready for tfucha Trial: I have li- 
ved a ſtranger to ſuch thoughts as now.I 
cannot refuſe, aud which ſhould havebeen 
admitted ſooner. But if to. ſuch a 
ſtate any hope of Mercy may be grant- 
ed; (tho it. be unſpeakably little, ) yet 
I cannot promiſe my ſelf any ſuch warn- 
ing by-lickneſs. The ſleeping Virgins were 
called at Afanight, and ſo-may 1. Where 
can I pitch my Tents on Earth to 
be ſecure againſt aſudden-remove ? Lord! 
make theſe. Thoughts effetual to pre- _ 
vent my loſs of preciow Time,' which at { 
ſuch a ſeaſon, will be efteemed precious, 
though now.it be nat. O how ſwift, how 
ſhort is my Tz-e of Trialin order to Erer-- 
ay! how difficult, how. important a 
>  workis it to prepare for.an Everlaſting 
-  - State { What is all this World , how 
| little, how meer a nothing, toa depart- 
ing Soul! and ſhall I after ſuch Reflefti- 
ons, continue. to purſue ſhadows, and : 
pleaſe my ſelf with empty dreams? when 
being ſo near my final Judgment, the. - 
common wiſdom of 3 Man requires me.to. 
mind it in good'earneſt; and be more fol- 
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licitous about it than ſoranything Tem-' 
poral? 'O in what manner-will Death o- 

pen my Eyes; by ſhutting the Windows of 
Senſe ! How ſhall I then ſee the a= 
neſs of what is but Temporal, the 
reality of what is Eternal! We ſome- 
times laugh to ſee the vanity of /irtle Chil- 

dren, whoare greatly pleaſed with painted 
toys, and buſily imployed- about trifles. 
It extorts a ſmile to ſeethem eager, and 

induſtrious, and mightily concerned im 
their childiſh ſports : to ſee themfight or 

weep for little things which we deſpiſe : 

to obſerve with what ſollicitudeand care 
they'l raiſe a little fabrick, which:three 

Moments after they themſelves pulldown, 
or would otherwiſe. tumble. of its own 
accord. Welaugh at theſe, but ſhould weep 
over our ſelves, as the greater and elder: 
Fools; whoare every whit as filly, yea in-! 
finitely more; ſo that conſidering we- 
know the frailty of our. preſent Life,.. 
and can look beyond the Grave to ano-: 
ther World, ſhould yet miſpend our pre- 
cious time on things which-cannor profit z- - 
and pleaſe our ſelves with what is ſo-un- 
faitable to our Age and State z and ſuffer 

our Paſſions to-work with violence, for a: 


thing of -nought ; and our greateſt 'dili-, 


gence; care, and zeal to be exerciſed on: 
6 Ds things 
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| things impertinent and vain 3 that are 


ig in themſclves;. and can contri- 
| eoothing to our Eternal welfare, And 
bus with reference to all that 
Men od labour for with the negle& 
of an immortal State ?. 

[The voloptuous: Sadaucee will not. re- 
fuſe the preſent gratification-of his ſen- 
ſual Appetite, becanſe he is uncertain 
of another-day. Let us eat and drink, for 
ro Morrow we dye. Shovld pot the. fame 
motive quicken my Diligence in a better 
work ? and becauſe my Lord may come ſud- 
denly as a Thief in the Night, immediate- 
iy prepare to meet vin? ? Let me now 
Therefore, O my Soul / look forward to 
theend of Lifeand Time ! and ſa let me 


ON ſeek, and chooſe, and do _ 


OG the firſt place, which then 1 

I had * Let me donothing now, 
which I verily believe I ſhall then be a- 
ſhamed, or ſorry to refleft on: that by 


thinking what a condition IJ ſhall then 


with to have my Soul in, I may now pro- 
vide my ſelf, much better than EF have 
done hitherto. That while I am: in the 


greateſt probability of living, may ſup- 


poſe my change to be.near, and fo: not 


£ dare to doany thing,but what L would or 
ey doyif | were inthe preſent expetta- 


tion 
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tion of death. To this end,let.me godown  * 
to the Porters houſe, deſcend tothe con- 
ſideration of my Afortality, and dwell a-. - 
mong the Tombs ; remembring the «£- 
gytians built themſelves better Tombs 
than Houſes, becauſe they were to dwell 
longer in them. Let every Nights repoſe 
ſerve me as a memorial of my laſt ſizep?._  . 
and let my Red ſtand for the model of my 
Coffin | This is the only way, to bedead 
to this World ; to be able to judge of 
things now, as we ſhall do after 
_ b, according toe immutable Eternal 
ruth, 210.64 


Xs 


The Brevity of Life conſidered as tha 
fruit of Sin, There are but three ways 
of leaving this World, as Abel, Adam, 
or Enoch. A diligent improvement. of 
Time farther preſt : and the negle& of 
it bewailed. RE 


HE ſhortning of our Days is the 

F fruitof Sin. AH the Funerals that 
haveever been in the World, have been _ : 
cauſed by Sin. Wedye becauſe we have. 
ſinned, and yet we ſhould notfin as now, 
if this were not forgot, that we muſt dye. ©: 
- _'From the firſt Ttanſgrefſion of ' Adam 
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** wederiveourdeath; and therefore ſome 
>» of. his Poſterity- lived longer-than: he. 
2” _- Which proves that the lengthning of 
| our Days is the peculiar Gift of God , 
and yet "tis ſuch'a Gift as was . more deſi- | 
red formerly,” than ſince the appearance 
- of Chriſt: for we 'read of none in the 
New Teſtament, ſince Life and Irmorta- 
lityss brought to light by the Goſpel, who 
deſired along continuance here on Earth. 
Were we delivered from Sz, the ſting 
of Death, by having made our Peace 
with God in the Blood of -Jeſus, Death 
would not be frightful, or put on ſuch a 
ghaſtly Vizor, as to moſt it doth. But 
we are uncertain. of - our 7»ſtification, we 
waver between hopes and fears as to our 
final Sentence; and are conſcious to-our 
ſelves that we are zot ready for our great 
Account. This makes Death ſo terrible. 
Conſidering with all that it is inevita- 
. ble; the way of all the Living, For tho? 
" the curſe be removed, and the ſting be 
{- taken out by our B. Sawour; ſo that the 
> . - Souls of Believers are ſafe,and ſhall notbe 
.- "toucht by the ſecond Death:yet.God hath 
' not taken away the ſtroke of it from the 
> "Bcdy. Tho'a Chriſtian is aſſured of _de- 
 Jiverance from Hel, he is not exempted 
= from the Grave, as bis paſſage to Heavep. 
TEE St as Prepare 
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Prepare me, Lord ! by the free Re- 
miſſion .of all my Sins, and make me ' 
meet for the Bleffed Inheritance , by 
ſanCtifying Grace ;' and then thy Time 
is beſt ; Thy boly Will be done. No mat- 
| ter then, whether my Death be w:olerr, 
| or what wecall Natrzral.. It willbe one 
of the two, for | can't expe@ to be 
Tranſlated, by a miraculous change, as 
Holy Enoch was, and ,as they ſhall be, 
who ſhall be found alive. in the World, 
when our Glorious Judge ſhall come 
again. There are but thoſe three ways 
of leaving Earth - andthe Three firſt Mer 
of whoſe departure we read in Scripture, 
are Inſtances of all Three. Abel of a vio- 
lent Death, Adam of a naturalone, and* 
Enoch of a Tranſlation. The- variety 
and order of their Departure,as one ob-' 
ſerves, 1s very admirable, and deſeryes- 
to be conſidered. 'For all Mankind muſt 
follow one or other of thoſe three Exam-/ 
ples. Every Man or Woman, that''is 
bora into the World, mult leave it by 
one of thoſe three ways ; Either be eyt®: =» 
off by a violent Death, as Abel, the firſf- _ <3 
Man who dyed - or dye a natural death, * 7 
as Adam did, who was the ſecond: 'or 
be tranſlated, as Enoch,who was the Third . =} 
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” 62) | Devour Refleltiom © 

3 youn at fartheſt | muſt leave this World 
+  byone orother of theſe ways; tho? I 
have been dying ever fincel{ began to 
live ; .am Dead to the laft year, and to 
all the preceding Portions of my Time 
28d know withal, that what remains will | 
quickly paſs and. be gone, after the | 


{ame manner ; yet how have I overloved 
this Body, as if I ſhould never live out of 
it! and fet my Heart and AﬀeRions 
on this World, as if I ſhould never re- 
move to another! and trifled away my | 
precious Time and Life, as if a change | | 
would never come ! | 
That few do ſeriouſly admit ſuch 
thoughts is too evident, by the general 
courte and practice of their Lives. For 
to what hazards do Men expoſe them- 
ſelves ? what pains will they take ? what 
Inconveniences will they bear ? with 
what unwearied Induſtry will they toyl 
and labour,'to get a little Money, or 
Honour in this World, tho? they know 
not but they may be called out of it, be- 
fore the end of this Year ? And yet the 
; apy ono are remiſs 'and flothful a- 
a future Life; negligent and: vn- 
concerned about an-Eternal ſtate 5'-care- 
Jeſs and indifferent, yea ſottiſhly _ 
Lee about 


=_ » 7.0 ia rene. © 
Souls. Henceforward, O my Soul! what- 
ever other others do, let me reſolve to 


live in the expectation of a Change, which 
tknow is Certain and ant | be very near. 


Al. 


Of the Expetation- of Another Life. 
The Vanity and Mifery of Man in bis 
_ Eftate, if there ne none. The ſa- 
tisfaftory removal of that ſuppoſition 
the Thoughts of God, and [7 Fea 
Felicity in bs JO Preſence. 


E T me retire alittle, O my Sow ! 
and bethink my ſelf, what a World 

This is z what Men defign and ſeek, and 
do and ſuffer; m_—_ what falſe and 


feigned *Joys they are pleaſed, being on- 


ly happy by compariſon ; and with what 
real Sorrows they are zMicted ; what i ine 
nuwerable diſappointments, "ficky alles, 
(and as troubleſome remedies,) da ers. 
labors, pains, and calamities of all ſorts » 
Multitudes groan under, and lougly co 

Plain of ? and what linle unworthy 

are purſued by. all that do not Lot 

fork Eternal Reſt? and how oftep- v4 
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i 64 © Devout Reflettions 
- _. 'Rrated? And withal-conſfider the Cares 
_ that diſquiet us, the errors that deceive 
us, the many Temptations that aſſaulc 
and overcome us; how buſie we are a- 
bout Vanities ; how often dejeCted, and 
melancholy for the breaking of a Bubble; 
how eager and induſtrious to purſue a 
Shadow ; aCtive and in earneſt to de- 
ſtroy our ſelves, and one another ; and 
then refleft on the Malice, and cruelty, 
the Filthineſs,and Impiety,and great Cor- 
ruption, .. which abounds every where; 
whereby God is diſhonoured, and pro- 
yokt to Anger? After this what a The- 
ater of Tragedres, muſt this World ap- 
pear ? what an Hoſpiral of ſick, and 
diſeaſed, or rather diſtrafted Perfons? 
How ſhould I be tempted to ſay, Lord! 
why haft thou made all Men in vain? If [ 
could not look from this Sea of troubles, 
to the Haven of Reſt; from this dark 
Priſon, to the Region of Light;;. from 
this deceitful, troubleſome, and defiling 
Earth, to a Bleſſed, Everlaſting Heaven: 
For Rape if there beno World but this, 
every Man inhis beſt Eftate in this World, 
is alrogether Vanity, Selah. 'Pſal. 59: 5, 
*Tis acertain niidoubted Truth, thepres 


fixed verily tells us ſo; and: that" it! des” 
ſeryes tobe well conſidered, welearn front. 
Fav "the 


on Time and- Eternity. 65 - _ © 
the concluding Selah, Every Man is V anis. , 
ty. Not the Inferior parts of the Creati- 
on only; But Afar the Lord of all : And. 
Every Man, every | Adam from himſelf, 
to the laſt Man that ſhall by ordinary. 
Generation deſcend from him. Not the 
Ignorant, Poor, or Wicked only, but. 
all the Individuals of this Species, Young 
or Old, ſtrong or weak, beautiful or. , 
deformed, rich or poor, high or low, 
good or bad, (in reſpect of the Body, ' 
and this preſent Life, every one 1s vani- 
ry; and this is. true, ſuppoſe him In his 
Beſt Eſtate, not only in helpleſs Infancy 
and Childhood, or in decrepit old Age, 
not only in pain, and poverty, and diſ- 
_ grace; but in his moſt ſetled, moſt floy-' 
riſking, moſt envied, and admired _con- 
dition upon Earth; in the midſt of 
ſtrength, and wit, and honour ; when 
at beſt, as to body, and mind, and- out-. 
ward Circumſtances; when he looks 
faireſt, when he ſhines brighteſt ;. in the. 
height of all his Glory , with the-great-. 
eſt likelihood of a Continuance ; yer then _ - 
he is but varicy. In his frame, in his 
temper, conſtitution, inclinations, aCti- 
ons, and imployment- ;_ -he is. a . meer. 
Shagow, an empty.,.mutable, inconſidera- 
ble thing, and not to be accounted of. 
EOF i © His 
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66 ' Devout Reflettioms 
. His Heart, his head, his imaginations, 
reaſonings, deſires, purpoſes, projects, 


hopes, and fears, are all Vamry; and 
opetherV anity,inall the parts,and kinds, 
and particulars of it. He not only maybe, 


-but he & fo, in his beft Eftate: if this 


World be his Be# ; if this be or All, 
and nothing more to be expetted after 


*death. And how ſhould ſuch a Refletti- 


on ſtrike me fo the Heart, to _— 
re- 


- that after a few years are ended, my 
turn to my firſt Nothing,and my very be- 


ing be (f) ſwallowed upofEternal Death! 
what ſatisfaftion can I then take in any 
preſent Enjoyments, if an Eternal Anni- 
hilation be at hand, when I muſt bid 2- 


* diey for ever to all that 1 now poſſeſs ? 


What delight can I have in the ordinary 
comforts of Life, with this Belief, that 


within a year or two, it may be to Mor-- 


row, Iſhall fink into the duſt, andexiſt 


no more ? What Pleaſure in any thing 
with this diſmal Expe&ation ? The more 
flouriſhing my condition is in this World, 
the more: ſhould I dread to loſe it, if 
nothing better,. nothing at all, can be 
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(f) Vid. Mr. How's vanity of Man as mortd. 
injoyned 
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_ lnjoyed after Death. Some Philoſophers | 


ve ignorantly urged ſuch © conſiderati- 


|, on as am Anedote againſt the fear 'of 


death; buttheadmiſſion of it may rather 
deprive 2 Man of all the comfort of Life. 
What then is the advantage of a Wiſe 
Man above a Fool ? the exerciſe and im- 
provement of our nobleſt Faculties 
would render -us more miſerable than 
others, if nothing be expeRed, and 
certain, when this Life is over. Not on- 
ly ſenſual, but intelleftnal Pleafures 
would -be diſturbed and deſtroyed by 
ſuch Thoughts z that very ſhortly, the 
next Year, or Day, I muſt diſappear 
and all my Injoyments and Hopes be ut- 
terly and for ever loſt, with my very Be- 
ing. Were the caſe thus, (which fucly 
Conſequences evince it is not,) it were 
better for moſt Men they had never been 
Born ; whether their condition here be 
Proſperous, or Afﬀicted. For what 
Comfort or quiet can- any Man have in 
Plenty and Proſperity, when this fright- 
ful apprehenſion of an approaching end 
is ever preſent * and what conſolation 
can it- yield a Man who is aflifted and 
Calamrous, and yet loves his Life above 
alt things ; to think that he (hall not 
ceaſe to be miſerable, but by ceaſing Fe 
*® ; 1 
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Sadduciſm and "Infidelity damp my zeal in 

thy ſervice, or rob me 'of the comforts 

of thu Life, which, if I have any. "ſolid 

- ones, muſt ſuppoſe the hopes of a Berrer. 


L. ' _  _expe@notan Everlaſting Heaven beyond: 


ky there were no betrer, no other. Let them 
b-. who donbt, or disbelieve the promiſed 
rewards of Erernity, take .up with what 
they muſt ſhortly leaye, and labour for 
. the Bread that periſheth. But ſince I pro- 
feſs to believe and ſeek the Life Everlaſt- 


the hopes of it, andlet all the flattering 
give place to nobler and better thoughts: 


_ Let me derive my principal Joy, "ow 
tag 


Let others therefore, © »y Soul! who - 


'theGrave,place their affetions on Earth- 
ly things/ and mind this World, as if © 


ing'; let me daily entertain my ſelf with 


dreams of what is defirable upon Earth, 


| a. 


== "ny .» YT We 


World: is made 


' We are ſubject tO, 


the proſe _ ut of that fu- 
ture Felicity, and endeavour nothing 


| more than a meetneſs to partake of ir. - 


my Goa, my Gad thou art. my Life,and 
Foy, and Portion; in thee; and in thy love, 


all my defires,and hopes are anſwered,and | 


all my wants ſupplied. However Evil this / 
- Sin, yet thou art the 
infinite and ſupream Good. How mutable, 


how uncertain, how periſhing ſoever are 


all ſublunary things; yet thou art the rock 
of Apes, the fountain of everlaſting Life, 
and haſt appointed another World, and - 
another Life, when this is ended,wherein 
thou wilt be_better known, and loved, 
and ſeryed, and honoured, and communi- 
cate thy ſelf more abundantly than now, 
to thoſe, the deſire of whoſe Souls 1s to- ' 
wards thee, that belieye and love thee, 
that partake of thine Image, and. are 


| devoted to thy Fear. The aſſurance of 


this and nothing elſe, will cou the ob- 
jection of. the preſent vanity and i. joey 
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more to the number of my Days, | 


om Nets bake I knew HS: bi orous FF. 
| health; wiſer, ſtronger, more likely to 

© ve; andto anſwer the ends of Life than | 
+. me; forme of them, my near Relations, | 
_ | Friends 3 in whoſe converſe I { 
, and promiſed my ſelf ad- Rt 
age by. their Company and" Exam {f { 
-3- But they are taken, and-Iamiefr. | , 
y Holy Will, O Lord ! «s done: and 

iey, who were: prepared, are- infigite | 
bigers by this my loſs. Quicken my 


meet them in thy Heavenly: Kin 
Let thy long-ſuftering lcad me t 
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| oi * thy warning by the Dearb of others; to 29 
expett my own. Lord! cure py: =_ 
mindedneſs; and practical unbelief ;-and 


1 by all ſach 'admonitions- of :thy-Provi- 3 
$ dence, teach me to poſlefs, 'and: uſe: this ag 
World, as knowing [ "Femndh ſhortly leave 3 
it; and let notthe thoughts of my Mor- 
_ tality wear off, aſſoon as- the Suvenal ve 
4 my Friends is over. ' © = 
4 Every year ſome or other of: our WE 
4 9uaimance drop into the Grave, weattend 
_ them thither, and lament, it may be, for 5: 
1 a few days, their departure and remo- i 
4 val ;. but conſider not, that others will 0 
Cre be long do the ſame for vs z : it: may = 
.- before this year isended.  Ohthowſoon 2 
do we forget our deceaſed Friends, 'and * © 
our ſelves, who are likewiſe dying / and __— 
count upon along Life, which we'cannot 
reaſonably expect z and the enjoy- 
ments of this tranſitory. World, as: Tf 
| our- preſent ſtate would laſt for :ever ] 
. ] Will nothing but our own difſoletion 
* effeually convince us of 'our miſtake, 
and folly, in this particular ? 
Thovghthe Arrows of Death fiye con- 
tinually roundabout us; fometimesover 
our :Hrads,, when Superiours are''taken —* 
x 4: Hometiune fall at our Feer, when wo 
be Steer gs, Children 


Children: ills, _ ibnionrs | | 


die; ſometimes-on aur: Lefe-bandgy when 


-an' Enetny. 4s-cut off; \and awhile] am 


fe aſe with.chat, in that-very-hour, # | 
| anather;Arrow-'on+our- 


| herd Drikerths Fr iend:of our od 


Delight: And:can we ſee:alb this, that 
great. ſmall, high and low, friends 
-and:foes are all Vanity, and drop down 
dead round about us ;-- and: fhiall: we not 
conſider,. that'we are as Fain as they,and 
muſt-ſhortly follow ? Shall we-not-by 
a. Chriſtian Chymiftry- extraCt:'Spirits 
out of theſe dead Bones ? and: by theſe 


Examples: learn the End of all Mep,: and 


tay. it; to- Heart ?- 
Whenever 1. ſee, the Funeral of ano- 


ther, let me think: thus-with' my felf ; 


why might not I have been that Man or 
Woman, that is-now carried--to the 


-Graye?: If we had been compared a few 
- days fince, tis probable I ſhould- have 
Þbeen-thaught as likely:tohave been -his 


Adanizorby dying firſt, ashe mine.By ſuch 


. an improvement of theſe warnings, the 


requeſt of the rich Man to Abrahamwere 


- in; great meaſure granted ; for 'tisaccall - 


from the dead that ſpeaks loudly tous, 
to confiderour ſelves,and prepareintime 
exons greats change:and ſay, as thePro- - 
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for 'theu ſhalt: aye. ' 


phet to Hezekieb, Ser thine houſe itt oraer , 

Can we look upon a Deaths Head, 2nd 
nor remember what we ſhall ſhortly be? 
may not much be learnt from its common 


Motto ? Sum quod Eris, Fueramque quod 


Es. I amthat which thou ſhalt ſhortly be , 
and have been that which thou 'art now :. 


that is, I have been as gay and jocund, as . 
brisk and: merry, as proud and-vain, as. 


rich and great, as Careleſs and ſecure, as 


honourable and as much eſteemed, as 


beautifull and as well beloved, as witty 
and as learned,as Thou art or eanſt be now. 


' I valued my ſelf as much upon my Eſtate 


and Trade, and health,and beauty; upon 
my Education, Profeſſion, Imployments, 
Parts, Friends, . Family. &c. as rh2% haſt 
ever done, or canſt do : I lived in eaſe 
and pleaſure, in mirth and jollity ; I min- 
ded the World as much, and indulged my 
ſelf as much in ſenſuality; and: was as 


careful of my Body, pampered and'plez- 


ſed my Fleſh as much 2s thou, and thought 
as little 'of a ſudden Death, and'prepared 
as littlefor ſach a change, as thou doſr: but 
now my dry Bones are lookt upon with 
contempt and fcorn, but rhox ſhaltſhortly 
.return'to duſt,and be as vileas | am. 
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"7.  Dernat Reftliiond 


7 It candot but affe&t vs, did we » confi 
« \  Jerit;to ſeedivers ſnatch'd away'in their 
, *- Yowbandoitward Profperity; and'in the 
7hi midſt of their $7 and-Folly, without any 
Þ vilidle ſigns of 'true Repentance: Orin 
BY terrible anguiſh and horror for their paſt 
| . crimes -* And yet how: few do- take the 
warping,carefully to prevent the like un- 
" happines? ?... 0 Lord! 'preferve thoſe 
ConviRtions:, thoſe. ſerious 

T 7g thoſe'holy Reſolutions, thoſe 
lively Apprehenſons of theLife to come, 
of the Evil of ſin, .-and the Terrors of 
thy wrath, which the Sight of dying 
' perſons hath at any. time awakened in 
wp foul: ! O the Eloquenceiof a dying Sine 
ner, to perſnade: to Repentance ? Even 
when he. hath loſt his Speech, and lies 
gaſping , and trembling, on'a bed of 
lickneſs ; breathing out his laſt faint 
+; breath, and paſling into the other#®vorld, 
-. *- toanſwer for the crimes and follies of a 
"Bug wicked Life! Lord-! reviye- theſe 
Gb Y - Thoughts upon my ſoul, and let me” feel 
IP and influence of them,” in' the 

r of Tempration, and in every time of 
need ! And let. the conſideration of #he 
death of Believers, the Bleſſedneſs they are 
. thereby entred intc, and the [Holineſs 
_— are poſſ _ of, quicken my _— 
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on T ime and Eternity. 75 
and diligence to prepare to follow. 
When I think where hey are, and what 
they aredoing, what 1s their work, and 
what their ſtate, what their continual - 
imployment,and what their Injoyments; 
and how different from ours: I cannot 
but wiſh to be with them ; to be as they 
are, and do as they do, to know and'love 
andprajſe God as they. They are nct 
hindred'by ſuch a clog as this Body is to. 
us ; or tempted by their ſenſes, appetite 
and fancy, to fin againſt him : they com- 
plain not of a feducing fleſh, unruly paſ-_ 
ſions, low and difordered thoughts, of 
"Temporal Affiitions, fpiritual Deferti- 
ons, the Tnares of: the World, and the 
waliceand ſabtility 'of the Devil : We 
who are P:/grims and Travellers are ex- 
pofed to theſe difficulties, and ftorms 
which 2hty are freed from. They are 
-now rejaycing in the light of Godscoun- 
*tenance; and ſhall never queſtion his love 
"more, while we: are_in "Tears and Sor- 
:rows, groanfing to' be delivered. = 
+ *Butthink; O "my /or!'! that They were 
"Jately ſuch as We are now, They were 
"members of 'the militant Church, before 
"they ferred into Joy and Triumph. The 
"bad their conflicts: and: difficulties, theh 
(Body of Tewptatton, nd tin oftria?; 9s 
| 2 | we 
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+." ed, :as their Followers-are :\' They went 


. - to Heayen the ſame way; -and got the 
victory after the ſame manner," by Re- 
pentance, and Faith, and humble perſe- 
vering Obedience.: They were once im- 
perfect as we arenow.; and complained 
of the Body of Sin and Death,and ſtrug- 
lings of upmortified luſt,-as we'do : And 
. were ſometimes in.the dark about their 
_intereſt;in the promiſe, and walked hea- 

A vily by the hiding of Gods face, and in- 

6. dured: Temptation, ever as we. - And as 
| _wehave nothing to do, or ſuffer, -but 
What-they-met with ; we khave-the ſame 
encouragement,thar 2dminiſtred to their 
-ſypport;- the ſame God and Saviour, the , 
fame way, and rule, the ſame affiſtance,by 
.. theaidsof his H. Spirit, offered to us ; 
.-, theſame promiſes, andthe ſame rewards 


{> - -Propoſed, mbich they enjoyed, -irſt in 
= faithand bope, and afterwards-in-fruiti 
©. on. Yeathey paſſed. through the. dark 
MY yalley,-and ſo;muſt we : -, The! Ear hly | 
tabernacle was diſſolved;and fomuſt 


. 
*%% 


rs 
be. We muſt expeCtto go the ſame way 
”  ItoReſtandGlory; and wait Gads Time 
2. ÞFfor ouradmiſiion.. We mult finiſh; fixſt 
” - the york which God hath-for-ug.to.do 
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_.and ſuffer, | 
be wiped: from our" eyes,” we ſhall g+;e 

no-more, we ſhall ſin 10 more, but be as the 
Angels -in' Heaven, or as the Spirits of 


the Juſt, made -denagr 
; X I LI. 
What Influence the conſi eration f Feroity 


would have upon our Hearts. and Lives, 
if ſoundly believed and conſidered, © E- 


ſpecially if the ſuppoſition of” 7 tha this ; 


year be annexed ro it. 


\ \ FIth what cette , 
and Self-denial,, what ''Seriouſ- 


neſs, Watchfulneſs, and reſolved | Cort- 
* ſtancy', would every Chriſtian live''on 
Earth, did he a&t alwaies undef the'th- 


fluence and power of a confirmed Faith-- 


concerning the Life to come ?”'*. We 


ſhould not ther grodge ata little labor, 
e at a few difficulties in: ovr. 


or bogg 
way. ' What tho' I meet with Injuries 
and affronts, hadſhips and ' inconveni- 
encies; - Being'now in a Foreign Country, 
and every day [ live, -one_dales journey 
nearer my*Eternal'Home ! Shall. I not: 


lieve I anrhaſtening to Enerwhl 
JofEE ' þ 


opoenbey A. 


tieft] | $959] momentany. Sorrows:,. 


While T 
4 ts | E - J: 


Foys ? Didl it look NOTE to the Enttl ſting 


we ropent it frequently to our ſe 


World, ſhould 1 not make the pleafing of 
God, in order to my: Eternal welfare, 


the. great bulineſs of my Life ? Should 
. Inot ſerve the Lord with more fervency 


of Spirit, and be better fortified _— 


'the fears of man, who can but hurt and 


kill the Boay, nor that neither, without 
the pexmiſhion of God ? ShouldI not or: 
der all my affairs, anſwer all T emptati- 
ons, mortifie inward Luſts, live 1n the- 


, 


Exerciſe of Grace, and in circumſpect 
perſevering Obedience, in-order. to it ? 


Should I not watch more over my Heart, 
and Lips and Ways, be more diligent to 


trim my Lamps, more crucified to this 
» world, more careful to call my {lf fre- 


quently to-an account, and renew my Re- 
pentance ? Would not my converſe be 
more uſeful and edifying, my diſcourſes 
more ſavory. and full- of Religion, my 
Prayers to God more humble and earneſt 

my Charity to-men more unfeigned- and 
extenſive,and my preparations every way 


more ſuitable to ſuch a Faith, and to-ſuc 

apprehenſions of a» Everlaſting State ? 

Could we carry the thoughts of Eternity 
. about withus every day, and often admit 


them in our civil and.ſecular affai rs, did 
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on Time*and Fternity. 
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- Did we belzeve'rt,, and belieye it- near, 
ſhould we not takeas:much pains to ſe: 
cure Eternal Life, as we fee Men Co to 
get Riches ?. Shoufd we not uſe the; ſame 


diligence, care; 8nd<ctreumſpettion, the 
ſame 'prudent forehght, watchfulneſs, 


#nd perſeverance, to prevent Everlaſt- 
ing deſtruEtion as ethers doto provide a- 
painſt Poverty,. and to live in Plenty a 


little while on Earth ? Should we not 


rejoyee as much in the promiſe and 
_ of it, as others do in the proſpect 
” 


expectation-of ſome Earthly Advan= . 
tage ? Lord) T confeſs and bewail the 


weaknefs of my Faith. "How often have 
I concluded, and ſaid, that Heaven alone 
is the place of Happineſs, and yet my 
carnal Heart is too much affetted' with 


Earthly Things ! How often have” 1 re- 


folved,(%por theronviftion of the certanity 
OT E 4 of 
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ps ay Tdaen my fooliſh. leg ' -* 7=avg 
kering after. it til, O- eee, my. affer 
þ tions to things below !. and let the be- 
- - - lieving Thoughtsof thexexr Life, ren- 
A der\me victorious over all the: Tempta- 
tions. of chi. Pardon and. cur re the ſtag- 
.gerin trembling Thoughts of-an unbe- 
| Heving þ by-greater- meaſures. of a 
lively Faith. That my. defires.may be 
Brong and urgent ; andmy diligenceand 
Kedfaſtneſsinthe way of. Truth,be ſome 
way. correſpondent. to | this. important 
. Article: :: Let melive only. for Eternity, 
\ hope .for nothing but-Erernit "eſis n 
and-intend nothing as my chief end, at 
Eternity, and ſeek.and mind nothibg; i in 
compariſon with Eternity! Did: we be- 
lieve.itz: how- would every thing in: this 
World be Jookt upon as eligible, or fit 
tobe refuſed, as it is like to be an help, 
 oran hindrance, with reference to_Eter- 
nity {- we ſhould then endeavour todo 
nothing: unbecoming ſuch, an ExpeCta- 
Tion. Conſidering this World as-our Paſ- 
Jegegand the. invitible future World as our 


"£ 


for ever_, whatever. we meet -with; bere, 
Re ſcet or otters eaſy or \trouble- 


dang Conntry, where we are:todwell- 
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ſhould-convincingly aſſure me of it; what 


would: I not do-to- prepare for Death,.. 
and ſecure the-intereſts of Eternity! With: - 


what remorſe and deep Repentaxce ſhould 


I refle&t on the Follies of my paſt Life? * 
With what importunatecries ſhould Tbeg., - 
Forgiveneſs? How patiently ſhould I bear 

Calamity; for ſo ſhort a time ? How little-. 
ſhould'I value the faronrs or: frowns of -; 


Men?How circumſpeCct to improve every 


Seaſon of doing and receiving good? How - 
careful to avoid Tqmpration,and how reſo- - 
lute inreſiſtingiit ? Did [ verily belteve't : 
had no longer time toliveon Earth, than - 
th1s one Tear at moſt:how inſtpid would be :: 


the offer of carnal Mirth; vain Paſtime, 


. ſenſual Diverſions, idle Company, &c:? - 
how ſhould I value every Hour, every inch - 
of my little 7:me,under the apprehenſion - 
that Erernity is at hand !'O my Soul?! (ſhall + 
I make no proviſton againſt the poſſiblity -. 
of ſuch a caſe!isnot my change as'cert?1n, ” 


, 


as if it were this year,as if it were ta Mor 


row-? tho? I am not certain it is fo near; . 
: 3, . - - nary 
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ſome,pleaſing or ungrateful,weſhduld not 

much watter,but 'as'it relates tobereaftey. 
_ © And'were Icertain I ſhould haye no - 
longer time of Trial in order to'this E- 
_ ternal State, than rh# 'one year, which is 
now begun : if "a Meſſenger 'from' God : 
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ſeth, firſt the Kingdom of God 
Righteouſneſs ; let me 


rage himſelf under the Suppoſition of 
dying this Year, even it the moſt uneaſy 
and wrideſirable Circumſtances. © 


JT ay aye this Tear : then all my Cares 

'R. and Fears, if I am Rich, all my Sor- 
rows and calamities as to.this World, if 
Lam Poor,will die too.1. may dye this Tear: 
-. Then I ſhall have no- more Enemies, no- 
more Sickneſs,and which is infinitely bet- 
ter, ſhall S;zno more. [mu# ſhortly a:e,it 
may bezthis Tear: but there is no other way 

| -_. to come toa bleſſed Life but by dying ; 
--: -. and my Saviour hath dyed for me, and he 
. ..... that believes in him;ſhall neyer ſee death. 
= He lives who was once dead, yea helives 
£2. for evermore; and hath promiſed, that 


He hath the Keys of Death -and Hell : 
EE He is-the Reſurrection and the Life y he 
= - hath removed the ſting of -Death;. and 
=  Infed not fear aconquered Enemy, -: 1f 1 


a 
= 


How a Good Man may improve and encon- - 


V2 * > F ſhall be with him to behold his Glory. 


EN any 
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. of all 'my deareſt Frie:ds on Earth.3 but 
| Ifhallgo to better Company above: and 
| if they are the Friends of Chriſt, we 
ſhall ſhortly meer again, and love one an- 
other in a better manner than now, and 
never more be parted. 7 may dye this 
Year : my Friends and Enemies may dye 
too, Let me enjoy the oze as mortaldying 
Perſons, that muſt e're long leave me, or 
I them: and not fear the other, who may 
ſo ſoon Periſh, and quickly be uncapable 
of doing me or others Miſchief. 1 may 
aye this Tear : let me not then think much 
of Temporal Sufferings, of apy Evils_ 
which may ſo ſoon be oyer. Oh what 4 
_ - would. condemned Sinners in the other --. 
World give to be able to believe-and_...”- 

fay ſo of their Sufferings! 1 may dyeuhjs--— 3 
; Year : and can I wonder that I am ſome- * 
times $:c&, andin Pain, and that my -Bo- 
dy is out of order? Am I not Mortal, 
and dwell in an houſe of Clay, which 
muſt ſhortly moulder into Duſt ? and- 18, 
it any thing ſtrange, that ſuch a cafy 
Building doth ſometime ſhake, and need 
repair, and threaten a diſſolution? *'Tis _-... 
a greater wonder, I am any time well : --. ._ 
Thar ſuch a Body, compounded of fo . * 
many little parts,and ſo eaſily diſordered - > 
by innumerable accidents, ſhould-be in. 
. | Health, . 
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--- ., Health, is hardly leſs to be admired,than 
that an Inſtrument of 'a thouſand ſtrings 
ſhould be kept'in Tune. 1 thank- thee, - 
0 teavenly Father |. for the many advan= 
tages of S:ckreſs, to weaken the power 
of Sin, to humble my Pride, and cure my 
_"Worldlineſs and 'Senſuality, - to reduce 
me from wandering, to empty me of 
Self-conceit, to awaken the conſiderati- 
on of Death and Judgment, to impreſs 
the Thoughts of the Vanity of this 
World, and the Eternity of the next, 
to afliſt me to mortifie the Fleſh, to rule 
-my Paſſions, to exerciſe Patience, and 
quicken Prayer, and try my Faith and 
Love, and excite my diligence toredeem 
Time, and convince me of the Worth 
2nd'Uncertainty of it, and thereby pro- 
mote my Preparations for my final 
change. The Great Apoſtle by dying dai- 
ly, had as many viCtories over this 
World, as he lived Days. -- Oh that 
I might ſofar walk by the ſame Rule, as 
- *every day to think of providing for my 
laſt! and in Health to do. that which 1n 
Sickneſs 1 ſhall wiſh I had done 1. 
|  :»2b;gnay aye this Year : It may be by ſome 
 +tedious painful Sickneſs, ſome trouble- 
- ©. ſomeandloathſome Diſeaſe, But God hath 
© . Promiſed his Grace ſhall be ſufficient ger] 
Webs. ; will 


-. Port; and not fuffer me to'be; tempred 
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will make my Bed in my Sickneſs; and pit 
under his everlaſting 'Arms for: my fup+ 


above what [ am able: he will -encreaſe 
my Patience and carry:me thro*the pangs 
of Death, and the dark valley;.'and when 
Heart and Fleſb fail, 'be the ftrength of my 
Heart, and my Portion for Ever. © < 
1 may dye this year: What if it ſhould 
be by an hand of Yiolence ; if for Righte- 
ouſneſs ſake, in defence of the Truth, 
for a good Cauſe, and a good Confci- 
ence, -and'my Peace be: made with God; 
and-I am-accuſed for doing-well, or:inno- 2 
cent of the Evil which is laid © to my "I 
charge; there is ground enough for en- "I 
couragement and ſupport. Thoufands'of = 
my Betters have met with the like, 'whoſe © * 
names are- precious and renowned. Innes -. 
merable Chrift:ans have dyed by the Sets © ..'# 
tence of a Fudge, with more Chearfulk 
neſs and Joy, than others, 'or it may be; © 
than they themſelves, would have done; 
by the ſentence of the Phyſician.” The. 
Tortureof many Diſeaſes is unſpeakably 
more formidable, as to the meer Pain, 
and for all elſe, the Righteons Lord-who 
loveth Righteouſneſs, will clear mySI- 
tegrity, if it may beſt ſubſerve hi$dwh} - 
Great and Holy ends: at-leaſt gw 


a 


an me, when all forſake 
me; and .f he ſpeak :Peace, and- give 
11ward Conſolation, who can ſpeak Trouble? 
' and his. final Jadgment, which is near 
at hand, will diſtribute rewards and Pu- 
niſhments to all,according to their works. 
. Shppoſe farther, that I ſhould wart 4 
Sepuicher, after Death. ' There is no- 
thing I could better be without, If God 
receive my Soul, and will raiſe my Body 
at the laſt day, whether it putrifie and 
conſume under ground, or above it, is 
no great matter. They who are alive 
will be, more concerned in -that, than I 
ſhalt be; Graves are for the ſake of the 
Living rather than the Dead. The Sun, 
the Rain, the Air, Birds, Beaſts, Worms, 
will all contribute to'give me Burial, if 
Men. deny it. The only difference is, 
that it will be a little lenger ere I am bu- 


=. ried. It my Soul reſt in the Boſom 
2 of -my Saviour, and by perſevering in 
L- thelove and prattice of tiie Truth, 1 
+. have ſecured my Reputation with wiſe- 


and good Men, -I need not be follicicous 
. what become of my Body. My: Almighty 
Judge will raiſe me a glorious Body, like 
his own, and reunite it to my Soul ;:As 
eaſily, as certainly, as for any of thoſe, 


whoſe Bodies were. preſerved in Caxos 


on Time and Eternity.” 
NID in;proud;Sepulchers, and un- 
erſtately Monuments... '.'. | .- 

 1\mayaye. this Tear , and ſhall not then 
have: the atisfaCtion to. ſee my Children 
or. neareſt Kindred educated and pro- 
vided for, ſetled and diſpoſed of. But 
1s not; the Everliving God the ſame ? can- 
not he as well take care of. them when I 
am gone, as now ? anſwer all my Prayers 
after my deceaſe ? and exerciſe: that Fa- 
therly Care, Wiſdom, and Love, which 
ſhall diſpoſe of their conditions, ſave 
them from Temptations, and ſupply all 
their wants, and exceed all my deſires, 
in reference to them ? and fulfill his Co- 
venant promiſe from Generation to Ge- 
neration, to the Childrens Children of 
| them that fear him ? O how Teak, is my 
Faith, that cannot truſt God in ſo com- 
-mon and plain a caſe ! E 
Laſtly, 1 may dye this Year : and not, 
live to ſee the ruin of the Antichriſtian. 
Kingdom, -and Intereſt, and the accom» 


pliſhment of many Excellent - Promiſes, - 


- which concern the Reſt, .and Peace, and. 
Purity and: Glory of the Churches of 
. Chriſt [of] earth in the latter days. But 
have 1. not deſerved by my provoking, 
Unbelief, Ingratitude, and Diſobedience, 
- to. dyela the Wilderneſs, and: not £267 
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Peace of Feruſalem ? and-iwi 


-Ing'Death,” and him that had the Powe 


behold- the © lia Land or. ſee the” 
| Satan tO f wile 
ſtruglings 'of Satan to 0 
fafer. a diſmal night of wppore and di- 
ſtreſs, before the expetted Morning of 
Peliverance? ſo that it may.now, if e- 
ver, be truly ſaid, Henceforth, Bleſſed are 


the Dead who dye inthe Lord. And if God” 


will tike me to-himſelf in the other 
World, | I- catnot. poſlibly be a. loſer :- 
tho' I ſhould not ſee the Beginnings of # 
New Heaven, aud a New Earth; in this: 
However | rejoyce in- Hope, and pray. In- 
celfantly for the Reſurreftion of . the 


 Witmiſſes , and ' the rebuilding of -S:ov, 
-and the more plentiful effuſion of the 


H. Spirit, (the great comprehenſive Pro- 
miſe'of the later Times). to effe@t a glo- 
rious Kingdomfor Chriſt on Earth: and 


my Falth aſſures me, I ſhall hereafter ſce- 


the Sor of God revealed from Heaven, 
cloathed with Majeſty,ſitting on a Clond; 
leading - the Heavenly Hoſt, raifinz: the 
Dead'by his powerful Voice, ſummoning! 
all the World- to appear to Judgment, 
gatbering his Ele&, and finally deftroy- 


er of it, the Devil, condemning *- 
wicked to Everlaſting Deſtry Xio of 
bur acquitting, honouring, and rewarc 
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ing his poor Members, with' infinite and 
Erernal Blefſedhgſs, © 1 07 | 
55 1 GNE PTR <4 28; 073 


> 
| "_ 
”— 
: i ">, » » at i 
k;.4 t// >» & #7 «* F "y 
of 5 HT @? .F YL. EE, J d., . 


: Ta F'% 
TooYe 


. 
*}} 
: Ez 
by : 


Fes I 30: G0 V5; | +4103 3Z2dl 
Of Dying in 4 Foreign Country, 44 


of Dying Young... C onſider ations proper 


to Recencile the Mind to both. 
"May not live'to the {end of this Year 3. 
+ 'God in'his Providence having called- 
me abroad, 1 may 'never: ſee my Native' 


Country more. Let me ſtill remember , 


O my Soul / that wherever I am, Tam 
travelling towards the Grave, and paſ- 
ſing to another World: that I may live 
in al Places;"as-2 Pilgrim and Stranger 
here on Eatth; with AﬀeCtions ſuited t0* 
my condition, becoming one who 1s 


travelling in a Strange- Land: Let me 


bear the Inconveniences 1 may meet with 


in this World, as Strangers in their. 


Travelsare'wont'to do. Let me notre- 
pine atthe ill accomodations of an Tm, 


where Iam tolodge'byr a night or two: 


but encourage my ſelf with theaſſurance 
of better Entertainment at ' home, when' 


my. Pilgrimage is ended,and my Journey: -. 
over, One; of my deareſt. Holy Friends, - 


and Felbw Travelers, (whoſe -mamory 


on Time and Eternity. 89 


2 Te 


9 _—_ _ 1s entre Q1 | 
times. Which of his Companions ſhall 
: 15h 7 follow, we know 
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as (O.wiedaboſen who! 
Argh 6 10002 | 
in 


Hind | ow 


' not, or. how ſoon. 
a ! rake me. apprehend the nearneſs 
of my change in every. place: and; if I 


- am prepared for dying; nd matter where 


it be. . There is no one Country farther 


eſence of; God: than another; 
World may, he canfidered as 


one Great Houfe,, and the ſeveral King-' 


doms and Countries of ity but. as Gifferent, 
4pant ments in the ſame Houſe: ag they 
22 by 9-home « arg. no.more. exempt 
| Fo ah chap thy V. who 5eavel abrogd; 

| the fullneſs 
af: 3. 1.can, £0: freer to, be.out of 
| rritories, | ſtill tread-upon 
mpFathers? 's Ground. 1 had: rather. be 
an 1ſraclite in a Wilderneſs with the. Pre- 


- © ſenceof God, than Courtier in Idola- 
2 he Fich 
the Fa 


» and the friend of. God, was 
from his own Country: z and 
ald 1 never: ſet foot again. on my na- 

tive vouhs there is no reaſon of; mur- 


oo "&5 8 *s z 
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muring on5iglt my; Gd who bath dealt 


thus mich .many:o8.Þ 


and 'neceſlities; /iand heart: of \4 Os 
Among a-People of a ſtrange Languag 
he can,and doth provideforme all things 
richly to enjoy... Einay-fet up; my :Eben- 
82er,; Hitherto hath God: Jupplicd allmy 
wants. 0 Tins | : 4 TPRGH 
Lhe Preſence of my Gracious Father 
is every where the ſame - in ſome:meas 


ſure, Bleſſed be my God, [ have. hitherto 


found it ſo.  And-may 1. not rejoice in 
God in a:Defert,: though :albthe World 


ſhould forſpks we ;thoughall the World 


ſhould be- againſt-me ?:Should Ithave no 
other Friend or Helper ; is not Gid,:-an 
infinite God- Enough ?-atid without hisFa+ 


your and Preſence, what cat all: this 


World dofor me? If Iam fk, and/in 
dangerof Degth, among Maw and 


Friends, if the comforts of EIS 
| Soul 


not: and-if. I want not. theſe in role Uaſt 
Agonies, no matter in what part or -cot- 
ner of the Earth I-breath my laſt.-If the 
word and promiſe of God be myFounda- 

cion,an boly Hope:wy:Anchor,Chriſt'my 


edn Heaven-my Coutitry, Idhall = | 


wy $63; at 
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: Faronrites: : Co And 
while I haye been-in -4 range Latd;;ithe © 
hath-not-ſuffered i me-tq feel\the' wants 


A 


bm 7e.z.and! ſou forſ 

bY: bs monday i rep and. eric - come* [rao iy © 
*" and where. Cho nwfic $06- "my bleſſed Sa- - 
viour. will receive:my departing Soul at 
Death, Tam--not! follicitous in "what * 
Country,or-part of theEarth it be. '- 
* - And thatÞ may:not:be unwilling i in the 
'* flowerof myAgeand Time, in Youth and 
Strength, to leave this World ; let me 
”  Tthinkoffen, thatino oneape'or part*of 
| Life is; more priviledged' againſt "the 
b: - | ſtroke'of Death:thananother, If T have 
done my work ibetimes, as my deceaſed 
8 Fellow Traveller. had; 4s it not better. to 
=o receive'the'Blefſed- Recompente;" ; 
ba 7 rabid longer, in a World-of Sin and Suf- 
"_ MS from "the Lord ? Shall 1 
eby eſcape a-multitade of Temp- 
4 | cation, - ny de ear oor 
_ = viog-longer are ex to !: Tt 'my 
=: Poace he me with exny *what- ſhould 
> make me-willing: to live at'this diſtance 
= from him? - What ſhould | render © this 
=. © _ World fo deſirable, where God'is-ſo 
diſhanoured,where lam ſo oftef tempted 'F 

_, todilpleaſe him, and ſo often yield to . 
== fuel; emptations ?. Andimay I' not feat 
EE. kf ds. fall into ſuch: ſcandalous and 
Eh grievous 
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on Time and Eternity. og 
grievous ſins, that. may bring a publick 
| irons ot the Goſpel of Chriſt,, and 
fadden the Hearts of all my Acquaintarice 
who love the Lord Jeſus in fiticerity?” By 
dying'early, I ſhall contraQ leſs guilr, 
and commit leſs S;7, and ſee and feel lefs 
\ F Sorrow than others who live longer. And. 
tho” I ſhould maintain my Integrity, B ing 
in this World my higheſt love and obe- 
dience to God, and my ſweeteſt Commy- 
nion with. him, 'is but imperfe&t, How 
many impediments and Diverſions.do I 
daily meet with, that deaden my Heart 
to Heavenly Contemplations and Aﬀe- 
ctions? What diſappointments ,- and 
ſorrowful diſaſters, to convince me that 
this 1s not the place of Reſt and Happi- 
neſs? What ſmart 2ffliftions may ſome 
of my Relations prove ? What dangerons 
Snares may attend me in the remaining 
Portion of my Time ? What Oppoliti- 
-on and Hatred from Men may the ſted- 
faſt profeſſing of the Truth, and fide- - 
lity to God-expoſe me to ? Whit publick 
national Calamities may I haye..my ſhare 
1n, Oc: Ms $I 
Ts But if I conſider o/d Age it ſelf, which 
-* wedodefire to reach; what'and how ma- 
-ny..are- the Infirmities and 'Griefs,. and - 
troubleſome Circumſtances which WOW = 
TE TO) | tat *a) 


' 


| $ID I_ 5 


Wes. Vet 


P45 


3: 


 VehrrA roo molt. N 


24 Rn 

a py; % ; : EY - 5h 
3 = v4.5 4 
— vs | o be” which 
boom Ab : I 2% | I 

_— £4 " v 

TI $ 
Wh. tn < 

4 £ ©. 4 3 1 

"= : FL = . 

227C e,ncir 
- L 37 
5 


i | will re- 
Ta Ts 


5 9 L- hind 


* & 


A | B_ may Lnot js be as otomonly h to 
x ye, as at preſent ? AS loth then to leave 
he World as. now, tho” in a -manner 
will have left me ?. For- how. many 

Ha Men, paſt the reliſh 6f Tenſual Plea- 
Nfares, are yet. inordinately fond of alon- 
gerLite 1. 

Have 1 not-been told by Heathinn, en 

well as Chriftians, that 'tis not the len agen 
* Jt time, but. its. improvement , 
; "Qoth really make a Long Life? If thave 
' ' anfwered the ,cnds for which-I- were 
=A4 anime "tis not roo ſoon ta dye. No Man 
2 ever miſcatried as to his Everlaſting In- 
tereſt, becauſe his Life was ſhore, but 
Evil. He that is prepared. for. Death,, } 
the tha -digs $ in the Lord hath. lived lopg 
# _egough,, ; ſhould thank God for a | 
6 "ſpeedy* all to the; poſſeſſion of that. Fel:ci- 
by, which the Holieſt Satfits on Earth de- 
= * and breath after, Giacor loſt-nothing 
'by tEwerbing from Vittory, while the Sun - 
was yet gh. . He hath fought long enough 
- who'hath gained the Viftory.. If 1 have 
. Fxought but a few hours in a as 
af 
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ou Time and Eternity. 95 
and done but alittle Service for my Lord 
_ -and Maſter; and yet am diſmiſt, and re- 
.warded,, before. the.reſt of .may, Bellow - - 
"Labourersz ſhalhl repine, .and;tbiak. my = 
Lord doth not befriend-me 2: If be. hath þ 
any farther Service for me, he will:pro- 
long my days, and. make me diligent, I 
hope, and contented. Otherwiſe I pray 
he would make me ready: to dye, and 
make 'me wilting, : and deſirous to depart 
this Life. For tobe only content to.\dye, 
that I may be perfettly Holy, and fully 
Bleſſed, is methinks too low for a Cbri- 
ſtian who ads like himſelf, believing the 
Certainty, of. his avowed: Principles and 
* Hopes, : and knowing: that mbile we. are 
0 MY inthe Buay, we are..abſent from. the 
Lord. loin 
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etontemplatic is four approachin Shaſins 
may allaſÞ'tes ©. mareifie, the Lults: of che 
' Flef} A pot Tut ff the Eyes, | and the 
'P| j . of are to. care Ambition, and 


P ot ot 2; 


' the Ap Ike is the Lp 
leſh; the Luft of the Eyes, andghe 
of Life. The Duft and AſhesMFour own 
Mortality duly confidered ajl-ap 
will help to deaden and. extWguilh each 
-of theſe. By Pride of Life, we lift up | 
_ "our ſelves agat ainſt Heaven,” and Hetpie 
_- our Maker :. by the luſt of the: Fleſh, w 
overlove and indulge the Body, and tibdy y 
to gratifie the ſenſual Appetite: by the 
luft of the Eyes, our Deſires are immode- 
rate after Temporal and External Goods. 
the thought of our approaching end hath 
atendency.to oppoſe and mortifie theſe 
Laſts z to humble ys before God; to take 
us off from the inordinate love of the |; 
Body.z. and to moderate our Paſſions 'to } 
*Earthly Things. It may help us a funſ | 
Pride, by. ſhewing us the infinite di | 
between the Eternal ſelf ſufficient Gad, 
| and 1} 
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and ſuch poor.Duſt as ;we ; who are-but 
of. yeſterday; :  andIf he - uphold-g/mor; 
and maintajn-our Souls in Lifegs 


us' of his Juſtice againſt Sm Wapar 
of Death, and of all the miſer (+ of 
mortal State z and. convince: ntl” 
weakneſs to reſiſt'his:Will;'or avoid: his - 
Wrath. ' As: to our. fond: Aﬀeftionitio, the 
Body, it may.loftruft-vs, that-itdeferves 
not tobe ſo-much 'accounted of, - it: will 
open our Eyes to;diſfcern; the Preference 
of our immortal'Souls,: and what' con- 
cerns them," to'the intereſt of a periſh- 
ing Body. 'It' may convince us; that we 
are/Cruetand unkind to our very - Bbdzes, 
by-overloying them, becauſe we thereby 
contribute, to-their -Eternal- Sufferin 
and ſo teach us toloveand uſe .our:Bodiesy 
as Servants to our-Souls in this Wottd:z 
and: as expecting to. ſhare-in;Glory: witty: 
them, after -the Reſurreftion.: It -may 
alſo; help to zwderate our Deſires after 
Earthly Good;and ſo cure the Luſt of the 
es, by Tetting us ſee the. vanity, uncer- 
tainfy,and ſhort-duration of theſe things; 


3nd: their inſufficiency to make. us HAPPY 


give us true Content. +17 

*-Fhe' Thovyghts (of an approaching 

OO may, if wy thing will' do: its 
v7 damp 


e381 near,'-It may likewiſe check 
olly of Ambirious Deſigns : that Men 
fhould make ſo much ado to get intoli 
ery. places, from whence they may. 10 
ealily fall.. Where being. puft-up. with- 
vain applauſe, they forges; themſelves, 
and. their latter end, til} their-Lite, and 
Glory expire together-'-Wherg are now. 
the Great, and Mighty, and-Honourable, - 
no have made ſuch a noiſe in the. world? 
What: is now the Difference between the: 
Duft of -an Alexander or-Ceſar, and that. 
of. .their-meaneſt Slaves. or. Captives;:? 
20nld their Dignities:and earthly.Glory. 


w preſerve any of them; from the ſtroke 
of Death, or the Judgment of God, :or 


without -Repentance. , - from his- con- 


demning Sentence.? . enters 
\ Think, Oy Soul! how little it will 
ſhortly ſignifie, |. whether 1' have been 
knownand honoured among Men or-ng:z; 
any farther than God maybe glorified by- 

it. How ſhould it ſuppreſs vain. Glory ? 
tothink of being oe day eſteemed, and 
nl Wore 
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worthipt ; "reverenced, ''and-applaudee” 


by dying Men, and laidin theGraye tbe 
next? Let me ratherſeek that Glory and 
Honour, to which Immorralityisannext * 
. afid labour to be accepted with' God, at- 
whoſe Bar I'nivit be judged, endeayour- 
ing to. Rep the teſtimony of 'a' good 
Conſcience x *and, then'it is not much, 
whether I paſs'through' good Report 


or evitReport : nocontempt,or frowns, 


or threatnings of Men need then diſcon- 
rage me. ' Tho'T ſhould be trampled 'on 
by the foot of Pride, while (others are 
happy'in a-dreamfor a little while; / and 


it maybe haye'a.proſperous paſſage to- 


damnation ; ie rather thank God for 
dehyering-me from their Temptations, 


and- giving me the opportunity, "and-” 


call; 'to haſten my Preparations for 4 ber-" 


tc World. Let God diſpoſt of 'my Con- 
dition bere, and Reputation too, - as beſt 


{hall pleaſe his Sovereign Will: only be 
pleaſed to keep -.me- a 3H ht , and 
to preſerye me from everlaſting-Sham 
and Confuſion of Face, after:the general 
Reſurre&ion, and final Judgment. Vonch- 
ſafe-me a" Portion now in- thine 'ap- 
providg Love, -and own me for Thine at 
laſt, in the Great and terrible Day of 
Reckoning ; that- then I may hear the 
FI > Blefled 
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Joy?” 
FEI 07s 8 I 
The van _ conſidered. farther, as 
;ſſuaſive from. Worldlineſs, ard Earth- 


fa arr .and as proper:to confute 


the vanity of dong Prot, and. _", | 


- ozgua for this. 


"RE theYears'of my Life but toe, 
and they Berne. ang to a Period, 


Hoy may this | Let me-'not 
theh greedily qt #1 4& and- abun- 
dance; ant fine my little time to'ſcrape 


together 1 r e Proviſions, for many. years 


to NS? x. en I have no aflurance''to' 


ſee the end of this. Is it becoming: ſuch 
a belief, to toy] from day to ay” that 
I 'ma ay up that which Imuſt ſo ſoon 
leave? as if Iwere to ſpendian oy 
here on Earth, and! A, the mean whi 

neglett the one thin ary. -Am 1 not 
upon the ſhore of ey ? May notthe 
next Tide carry me off? And ſhall ſpend 
my: whole Life in Diverſions from the 


main Balnals of it ?' Have 1 nothing elſe | 


todo, bnt to gather Shells, (if they-were 
ene Wy wAre Ee efame,) 
_ and ple them "upon "heaps; "£14 t-.am 
ſnatcht away paſt Ul recovery? Shalt-1 be 


Bleſſed Pap, and enter into wy Lord's $; 
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regardleſs. of an Eternal State, and run 
the hazard of being undone for :ever, by 
ollicitous.care about--pretended .Neceſſa- 
:ries'for a 'long abode on' Earth'?':Much 
leſs for Superfluities; when'T am not: cer - 
tain of ithe Poſſeſſion, this one Year. ?:\Shall 
I magnifie and admire what:is ſo ſoon to 
be parted with Value my felf. upon 
theſe. things, ſo as todeſpiſe thoſe that 
have. leſs,, and envy ſuch as! have: 2nore ? 
and ſuffer my Mind'ito be diſtempered, 
and my paſſions - immoderate ' 0n-<every 
Change of theſe things? Tho” Þ know 
beſides my 0wn Mortality, that to inforce. 
' the Argument, there is a principle of 
Corruption.in all theſe things 3 that:our 
very. Hanna: here tn a little while will 
.ſftink;- and Bread, which-is the. ſtaff of 
Life, moulder z our richeſt Garments wax 
old, and rot ; Silver and'Gold raft, and 
the greateſt; Beauty - wither,” and "every. 
; thing that is Earthly,decay and periſh.And ; 
ſhall not this teach me to! ſit:loofe from+ 
all ſuch: things? Can'I imagine,rhat in my - 
laſt-hour /it /will bei eafrer 'fo?parg "with 
wich, than ittle'?-or: better mn the day 
of. Judgment; to- have a great Eftate'to- 
anſwer.for thana lefler one ?' 'We'read 
concerningihe Patriarch Abraham, (who 
Tightly;underſtqod ICY 


= 


of Riches, anidkls IG Condi Ci 
tion,) that the only purchaſe. he-made 
with his Riches, was ai Graver chuling 
toi take Polleſſion of the Land /promiſed 
him rather by: a*-mark: of: bis: parting 
with:it;' than of ibis; poſſeſſing /it.1--Did 
I think oftnerand more ſeriouſly; 0-my 
Soul / of tarrying {here but a little The: 'Y- 
I ſhould more eafily be. perſwaded,. that 
a little:of ithis World were: ſufficient to 
carry me:throughvit. - I ſhould conſider 
more: that my: 7 - WIR; woo Soul. 5 made 
and+defigned for: another, an; endleſs 
World - and therefore ſhould; not. ſo far - 
forget his own People, and. Fathers Houſe 
as eagerly ro purſue and ſeek what is ſuit- 
ed:only:to:the; Body, - for a; little; while, 
and-whereof | alittle with. Conteataent 
wil be ſufficient. 

[The-/ ſame Reflection may be uſeful to 
. contract our Thoughts to preſere Duty; 
that we-may not perplex our Minds with 
eng deſigns and Projetts; which if. -we 
dye this :bis Year, will come to nothing, 
Qur | nprmy nn in this World is; ad- 
the: little portibaiaf Time, 
which i is op an us. Not that: good; | 
- {ſigns for the publick Benefit, may:not-be 
_ begun by one, and finiſh by.others: or | 
NNRGLREIAINS chdentiy;topra- 


; 


c- $5 Tas TW 
hy. 


vide for thoſe who ſhall come after us, by 
attempting many Things of probable Aa- 
vantage to 'Poſterity. But conſidering 
the ſhortneſs, and: uncertainty of Life, 
not” only ſhould the #0 neceſſary Thin 
bef-f- minded, #nd-not'put off by proſe- 
cuting ſuch defigns, 'as may fignifieſome- 
what: to'others, when : we are Dead: 
But we ſhould not now emit that which 
wemay hope tocompaſs our: ſelves; to. 
bogin fuck things, © whoſe - accotypliſh- 
rent muſt depend on the Pkeaſtre'of our 
Snccefiors. Conſideration''and faithful 
Gounſel would in this'caſe have prevent- 
ed the * fruitleſs Expence” of many 
Mens Time and - Money';. which if o- 
therwiſe- imployed, - might have turned * 
to''good account'to themſelves and o- 
thers. | 1% 
' And this heightens our Folly, that 
while we purſue great Projefts in refe- 
rence to 'this World, and dye without 
effefting them, our preparations for E- 
termity are neglefted'; andiſo we are ſud- 
denly -:cut off 'in- the midſt of '-our 
Folly, and' all our Thoughts periſh. How 
ealily, how ſoon may they do fo ! The ' 


- difference and diſtance between Death-. 


and Life, 'being no more than that of 
a Candle lighted, from its being blown 
iy F 4 out ; 
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how ny may that Happen © = 
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The be aies of the certain near Ap - 
proach of an Everlaſting State a, A 
Wi and pre, to inforce an Holy-Life. 


[N. this World we begin a Year, and 
vickly come to the end*of it ; and 

ere long the little number of our Years, 
and Days, will be expired. But 'when 
Neath conveys vs into the World of Spi- 
rits, the day of Eternity ſhall never be 
cloſed with an Evening. Of how fear- 
ful conſequence is that Death, by which 
an Eternity muſt bedecided ! What atten- 
tion, what ſeriouſneſs, what diligence, 
' what care, doth the dicifion of ſo im- 
portant a matter call for!/E TERNAL! 
what will be the next word, .O my Soul ! 
how much am 1 concerned: to know it ! 
will. it be Bleſſedneſs, or Miſery 2 will it 
be Life-or Death? - This ove word is the 
Joy of Angels, and' the :Horror- of -De- 


vils; the unſpeakable delight of bleſſed 
Saints; and the confuſibn and: deſpair of 
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new ar of floſhl 


: compa arable to eternal Life ? /hat can 
'F ſuffer inthe way of Holineſs, that 'may 
'be ſet in the Balance againſt an Everlaſt- 


an Fmt and Breymity. x65 


the- World, Tir 
y iwas five, : of 
-then we: Hiit As TImtortal. 

on hos y Foe nttjoſlimits © or - 
Titne; and Taff as long 45 the :Everlaſt- 
ng Father of Spirits, of whoſe duration - 


there is no-end. "Shall I then 'exiſt and - 


live, though my Body periſh and fee cor- 


-xuption? P Rk my 'Sonl;- my Self *exiſt * 
"beyond the Grave, in'Felicity 'or Mife- 
'ry, and that forever and according*to 


my | preſent Attions ? What am. then 
moſt concerned/to'mind ? What am'l ro 
choſe *- What amT1 moſfttofear, to wiſh, 
to do ? What isaſhadowof Honour and | 
Reputat PER er os Men?Whar are - 
Pleaſure for a Mo- 
ment, to oretual Rivers of Pleafyre, at 


. God's right hand? What are the ſuffer- 


ings of an hour. or two, to the; pains 
and: an guiſh of Fj ? What. can 
or Devil give me, 


ing Hell ? And yet how.often, O my Soul! 


bc -boldly, 'how unconcernedly, how. 
the ie, ot hazard: rheone, and forfeit : 
the « 


for*the Sins and Vanities: of © 


this World £ oy one ee ag 'of 
ter 


- Pomp, and Splendor » and Keputati B, 
EE all that now: x teh the Scufes, go, 
: | the, ,yanity of Mankind./.. jt 
-- Oh that Icould but line's AS: )elevi 

2nd expecting. an Eternal State ;;! 
Having it in my Eye,. managing all allmy at 
fairs with a viſible reference ro.it ; diſ- 


covcring'toall the! World: by my; Beha- 
viour. and 'Deportment;- "ris foe .n 


earneſt believe it certain; forbe/i 
ver ſo-Cereain, if .1 do. not; me 
_andconlider it as ſuch, it 
affect me'than a Fable. SCILACRT 
Rough to. conſider it as certain g. 6 "I 
var: for the moſt weighty, the. moſt 
terrible things, apprehended as ata great 
\diftance, will little move. This 0g of 
ahe long Interval between the: adv: 
of being exempted from ſuch Evilsfor { 
long 2time, will. pleaſe. me more.:than 
Luch diſtant. Calamities will allright..... 
Let me therefore endeavourtoiun 
the conſideration of Eter: 
-more deeply on . my Heart 
' walk, and liye, diſcousſ 
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demean:my felf- in every thing, asi' near 
an. unchangeable State. -Am1 .not'coft- 
vinced that: thisis certain,” from the na» 
ture- and operations -of . my Soul, from 
the refleftions.-of Conſcience, from the 
Righteouſneſsof God,in his Government 
ofthe World, from the preſent unequal 
diſtributions of Good, and Evil by;his. 
Providence, and from the plain and'fre> 
quent aſſertions of his' Revealed, Will ?- 
] haye.nothing to obje@, nothing to re-. 
ply ;, but 1 find a neceſlity of inculcating 
and urging the- conflideration of it in'or- 
der tolts-influence.. I find it needfnl-to- 
refle&t often, how zear-I. am to ſach an 
endleſs State: that, in ove Jnſtant, by 
Death, I-enter- upon it : and that” cho 
Inſtant maybe as-near. me, as My. next: 
Thought, That the holy: Scripture; de-- 
ſcribes the two contrary. Conditionsaf- 
ter death, (and every. Man and Woman. 
inthe World ſhall ſhare in one of them): 
as both Everlaſting: the one;: by 'Erer- 
nal Life,. Eternal Glory, at incarruptible- 
Crown,. that. fadeth_ not away, at. incar-- 
ruptible Inheritance, an Houſe ' Eternal” in: 
the Heavens, &c. the other, by unquench» 


able Fire, a Priſon whence. no eſtape, Eter- 
. val, Damnation, Everlaſting  Butn 
_ verlafting Puniſhment, everlaſting 
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:@ion,, A Worm that never gies, wrath tbat 
us (ror þ "tdcomt, backer of derkeſs for e- 


wer, ever.,. RC. 

Thi 0) my Soul \ £ hat in:one of cheſe 
two contrary vrates; ' maſt abide 
ever, ka ome ng or Sorrow: Bl 
1 eſenceof God; or for ever ba- 
nilbed from it. And whoever thou art 
Bree: adelt this , apply it ſeriouſly to 
Hy KT thine own caſe. YeaI tell 

thee from that Holineſs of Heart 
and Life els  oiclotet neceflary'to the for- 
' Mer, and that -withourt it thou ſhalt ne- 
ver ſee.his Face, but” be puniſhed with 

Everlaſting .Del rudtion fromthe” Pre- 


la of "his Glory. 


. is an ung queſbionable Truth? 
let me gr it, ver T feel the Ba 
ard Efficacy of ſo importanta Principle! 
let the Impreſſion be deep and laſting ! 
Jet it pierce and enter into my-very 
Soul! to'cool the heats 'of Luſt,to quench 
ſenſua apr earthly deſires, and to'mor- 
Tifie inordinateaffeftions: to' this 
World; and fix my reſolutions to 'mind 
and ſeek Eternal Life with all my Heart! 
...Theſe are not difficult and perplexed 
| Niceties, which wiſe an holy Men differ 
. and'diſagree about. They are not'Meta- 
-Phiſical Subtleties, which-few can _ 
an 


on Time'urd Enernivy. os Lofs) 1 
ſtand; but the-expreſs Wordof iGod; and 


the daily'diftatesof my own-Reaſonand 
Conſcienee,” which'all Chriftiangand' al- 
moſt all Men in'their Wits; <exceptiin ah 
hour of great Tempration{ confels! and 
own ; or whether they will? or no, 'are 
forced to -expeCt and fear, if-they are 
not. in- a+ condition , to conſider them 


with joyfa Hope. s 


Lord! ure the uiibelieving dowbts 
coficerning 'theſe'Great things, which 
notwithſtanding the plaineſt Evidence, 
the Devil may. at any time ſuggeſt! let 
a confirmed-Faith,be the Realzry of what 
is thus future, that: my Soul maybe (in- 
fluenc'd'by them,” as it -is wont / tobe" 'by 


things prefent!-Let it be the 'Subſtarce-of 


things hoped For, and the Evidence iof 
things unſeen, and as yet at a diſtance; 


as if the Day-of Judgment wete already 


come, and there were no- intermediate 


'Time to/paſs'between this and that. --- 


O-Eternity ! "Eternity: the 'more 1 con- | 


fider- it,” the 'more unfathomable Nil} 1 
find it. Unchangeable: Bleſſtdlnef5; or re- 
-medileſs, endleſs Torments! An ternal 


blifsfvl Day; -or everlaſting Horror , 


Darkneſs, and Defpair/ Lifo 'or- Death 
Glory or Deſtcifiion, tolaſt as !ong'$3 
"the immutable- Living 'God'! Nohe- of 


the 


[7 ms ROY! rr $a or- hh 
© [KEs; ever ſo-often multiplied; wilbmake: 
rc 3 as 'no ſubſtraftion of. Mil- .. 
0 nsof- cars :will- {eilen- Keand: wwe | 
oy will.-be ſtill to "Come, and, w N 
"0ver-—be- LO; come-: o_ W hen. 1 
riads of years are paſt, 
| then ſeem- but/to begin 3 
> as many. more. are Over, it ſhall;beas far 
_  From:anend.: Ob that the thoughts of © 
RE Eternity may be powerful and preyail- 
| $50ve all others !-that I. may: Jadge | 
every thing by its relation to it,by 1 its | 
nce upon.it !. Chuſe now, wy. Soul! 
Everlaſting Joys,,. or Miſeries, 
1] be 1 oY Portion: but Rear well, 
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© as longas Live $ 
E a few years.£o. p 


on rs 
96 > 7A Are: 
re for .aN Ecernal 4 
” State? were we 0 liged to ſpend fe-. 

- vetal.bnodeed [ycars:in- ſeries; humble 
tion 'for. 164. with: the. greateſt 
and ſeverity of Life, during. all 


| Trig Time: z it-were infinitely defs than 


toſpend an hour or f£wo-in, preparing 
for the greateſt Dignity and .Im wt on. 
'" Earth,» which Can - enjoyed : E207 
a, few, years at: longeftz; For..to theſe: 
' ar chour hath ſome. proportion ; but an 
hundred /or'- thouſand: years. have. ONE: 
with an Everlaſting: Duration... Therer: 


pon Wye us;  WaDy, 09:08 
wa proſpect. 20 


ſome. Feporal wrong ſhould; .reprove 
444 


an#ſhame my negligence ances 
Foo bon pM 6d b:2: 431 
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*FVE Fear. of the Lord is the:Begin- 
zinj of Wiſdom, the entrance into | 
th Sit of: Life; 3s it is6rdinarily one of 
the-fri7 means to. awaken the Soul-taa ſe- 
ious concern for” Eternit wo Let me ve 


to the reopen "And with what: 4 ry 
ous trembling ſhould Think of the Fer- 
rors of an Everlaſting. De#truttion, which 
our Lord ſhall be revealed 'from Heaven to 
render, to All who know not God, ,gid obey 
For. the G When-the-micked 

into verlaſting Puniſhment; as the 
- Righteous i into. Life} Eternal. T he dread- 
wy ls of 4 oath Papyfincats the endleſs 
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every Man, who loves his Soul, and 
would jmanifeit he doth ſo, by ſecuring 
his greateſt Intereſt. 

The deſcription of that Miſery,” un- 
der inſupportable and Eternal Torments, 
demands more than a tranſient view: -be= 
cauſe no words can ſufficiently expreſs 
the Horror of that State. What 1s it, 
O my Soul | tobe baniſhed from the 'Blef- 
fed. Sight and prefence of God for ever; 


- and all the imprefſions of his holy Image 


and likeneſs ? and to know that this is the 
fruit-of my own choice, that I loſtvitby 
my own Fault and Folly; that I deferv- 
ed toloſe ic; that the Sentence is as Juſt; 
8s itis irrecoverable ? "Who can folly 
imagine -the difinal deſpdir-of 'a icon- 
demned Sinner, under this angoiſh-of 1 
Guilty -ſelf-accuſmg*: Mind? while onder 
the ſtroke of God's Almighty revenging 
Juſtice, with a diſtin&er view and know- 
ledge than now; of God and his Excel- 
lencies, of himſelf and this own vilenelſs 
and « malignity, which muſt greatly" 1f- - 
creaſe; his 'rage 'and Torment. "Add' to 
this, his being inraged :by [the - ac- 
cuſations and cries of wicked Ac- 
quaintance, and Relations ; and his being 
mockt,. and © inſulted ' 'over,- and- tot- 


_ tured, by -malicious damned | Spirits 4 


with 


/ 


F / 


with'aclear underſtandingof -that-glort- 
ous” Felicity he deſpiſed, refuſed; :and 
forfeited; with ''a deep. ſenſe-: of his 
former Madneſs tin preferring: the ſinful 
Pleaſures and Advantages of this World; 
and thisafrer ſo many-warningsy and in- 
vitations, and calls'from'God;"tothave 
prevented it ; never to be:diverted: one 
Moment from the -conſideration, ſenſe 
_and feeling of his Miſery,-and.the:dura- 
tion of 'it.; -to have all his-iPaſſions let 
looſe with the greateſt violence,'and' no- 
thing'to fatisfie 'them ; and \continnally 
to preſerve an Hell 'of . wickedneſs 
and Horror 5# bi-mſelf:'; and; to endure 
| the | reproaches ,, conviCttions, regrets, 
\ and-ſtinging RefleCtions of Conſcience, 
* the gnawing Worm, which ſhall never dye ; 
J who'can conceive the-unſpeakable'miſe- 
ry'of ſuch anaccurſed State? So great Ca- 
Lamity, and yet Everlaſting.! How long 

doth'one/Day or Night now ſeem, to a 

Man under ſome violent racking Pain, 

in'any-'one part of his Body,' tho! he 
| be under the means for Cure;:and have 

his Friends about him to pity, comfort; 

aſſiſt him, with the hopes of Eaſe ina 

little while, and the certain. knowledge 

that 1t- cannot laſt. long. ? ;, Oh. what 

then will be the diſmal ſtate of 'tor- 

Pals mented 


mented /(þ) Sinners in- Hell -{--How-inft- 
nitely-muſt it exceed the moſt terrible 
Idea we can: now frame of it ! to lan- 
guiſh out a long Eternity in' that Gulph 
of Darkneſs and Deſpair, under unpitt- 
ed intolerable: Torments, 'without In- 
termiſſion, or hope of End! Miſeries 
without meaſure / Judgment - without 
Merey ! Pains and Sorrows intenſe, and 
yet endleſs /- without the leaſt ſuccour or 
relief, relaxation or remedy, diminuti- 
on orchange { without a drop of -Com- 
fort, without.a moments Reſt, without 
_ ſmalleſt __ of Light, or _ leaſt 
glimmering of Hope! Perpetually dying, 
and never dead ! under «n/ufferable Wrath, 
which yet will be for ever Wrarb;to come'! 
ſeeking Death, and neverable to-findt, 
but Eternally to-endure-all that Calami- 
ty, which the Conjunttion: of - Death 
and-Life together- can render dreadful? 
What Groans arjd Cries '\will - theſe 


Thoughts, and theſe ſufferings 'wring 
from their Hearts? 'Bnt no refuge will 


thenibefound,-no excuſes admitted,-no 
Prayers, no entreaties'will then prevail 
no Tears'move Pity. He that made them, 


Yi 


G) Tide tr. Bapter's Sainrs Reſt, part 2. chap. 4. 
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will 
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wil ſhew them no Mercy, and be that. form- 
ed them, will ſhew them no favour, "Tis 
Never, Never that is the killing word 
that breaks the Heart of thoſe hopeleſs 
Priſoners in the place of Torment.W hen 


, once deliver'd oyerto that Priſon of Gods 


Wrath, they ſhall no-longer be'priſon- 
ers of Hope. Judgment ſhall be brought 
forth unto final yictory : and the Re- 
demption of - the Soul ſhall ceaſe for 
ever. 

The vain hopes: of Sinners ſhall then 
be,ended in eternal deſperation : Hell 
will be full of thoſe, who did once hepe 
they ſhould never come' there, : and- full 
of thoſe who-deſparr of deliverance from 
'theoce:; [but ſhall - ſuffer exquiſe Paips 


that.cannacbe numbred, or meaſured, or 


endvred, but ' that every Aenute of an 
hour will ſeem aniwhole- Year, and yet 
mult. erernally be endured by: miſerable 
Sinners, who will not be wiſe .in time to 
prevent ſuch an intolerable-Portion. Let 
me therefore, O my. Soul, deſcend into 
Aell: by Meditation-whilſt :1livez:that 1 
may not defcend thither when], dye, and 
be ſhut up for- ever inithat Prifon, t 

Place of endleſs Torment. | 

Might .we. but ſup 
the Miſerable Souls Pot F 
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on Time \2nd Eternity. I'1'7 


-oe-Jear, in; 8n bundred thouſand. years; 
-and-1f. afterghe had: by this :means wept 


ſo.much, as-that his Tears would equal 
the drops of 'water in the whole Seas: his 


 _ Miſery ſhould. have an end ; this. were 


Hope," this were Comfort, But alas / af- 
ter'that Period, his Miſery-will be as far 


from-/an ends. as when he fr ft began to 


feel it. | Itwill then be but ce Beginning 
2 ths which will zever, never, never 
End. | 

Think, O my' Soul, that this is the Por- 
tion ofthe Sinners Cup z this is the wa- 
ges of Sir,-and the certain doom of final 
Impenitence and Unbelief./* Tis no: poli- 
tick. Cheat, or melancholy dream, but 
the expreſs repeated. word of God, and 
Chriſt, the holy Prophets and Apoſtles, 
and the voice of Reaſon too, ſuppoling - 


but the Immortality of the Soul, and the 


power of ſelf-Refleftion, the puniſh: 
ment of: Sinners muſt; needs. be Ever- 
lafing,as carrying continually ag. Hell | 


F 


within them z, unleſs 'God-work +a mi- 
racle to/prevent- it, which there is no 
ground to imagine he will, or ſhadow 
of reaſon; why he ſhould... God, haih 


pawn'd his Tracb, and bis (5) Ecermey,tg 


© (7) Deut. 33+ ©. 40, 41. 240 
| — execute 


Bits 'this b cas i vis: 
wrath.” He'is'a God-of infitiite* 3, 
'tis true 3 but he hath told' us how: ar: 
his Mercy ſhall extend. He will notexer- 
ciſcvre Artribate tothe diſhonour-and the” {| 

_ difparagement of the reſt”That obfti-' @ 
nate and impenitent* Sinners, ſhall-chiw* | 
perifh; is not becauſe the goodnefs/and! 
mercy of God are not infinite, but be-: 
cauſe his other Perfe&ions are ſo; "viz. 
His Holineſs , Juſtice, Truth, - Soye- 

ralpntys 22d Wiſdom. Was it Wiſdom-. 

Goodriefs't6 annex:fiuch a: Penaltyto/ | 

this violation-of his Fond caivit be in 
conſiſtent ' with * them, | 

threatned wrath ? Shall we ſuppoſe Got 4 
to'uptiold his Dominion and Government 
by 2 Falſhood ?' to' keep the 'World'in 
awe” by "the "menaces of "ſuch Punith-- 
ments,  as'ſhall no where; never be exe- 

cuted'? Is"it 'unlikely; that God' ſhout | 

ciſe'ſo mych' Feverity ? - and is it 
not'as improbable; "that 'his "repeated 

Word and Oath ſhould provefalle? Is it 

Hot'a righteous thing with God, 'as the 

Goyernout of the World, thus to punith* F 

the obſtinate *Deſpiſers of his Grace? y 

"iatited) kis' Authority, -difobey | 

his Law, fem onted his Soveraiguty, de- 

Fided his Power, denied his Frith, con- 

tradigted 
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Throne ; who abuſed his Patience and 
Long-ſuffering,and ſcorned all his threat- 
nings';. who thruſt away their own Hap» 
Pineſs, and: would- not take-warning'; 
who burſt all-his' bands. -aſunder, and 
broke through allobſtruQions;and would 
not be ſtopt in ' their courſe of Vanity 
and Folly, or fo- much as:confider their 


danger ; who 'reje&ted his calls'to Re- / 


pentance,/ and refuſed. his: Mercy, when 
it-was:offered 3: and preferred a Luſt be» 
fore -his ;favour, and [the Pleaſures. and 
Profits of this World before the-Hea- 


venly Glory ;; and notwithſtanding. all-- 


the-methods of his Grace, and the checks 


of. his Providence, and of their own. 
Conſcience, they. will goon, they: wil . 
Dye ?. Let-me, O my Soul {: adore the Sex... 
veraign. Fuſtice of -God. in all his Judg- 


ments; and tremble at the threatnings 
of that Erernal Wrath, which-ſo few con- 
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- tradited{ his Holineſs, -and joyned-1ve. 
with-the- Devil, to pull - him\from-his 


ſider or believe, till*tis too: late;Let the - 


foreſight and the fear of ſuch an.-intolle-... 
rable-endleſs Puniſhment, be a means to. 
ſave.me from it. Let me herein read the. | 


evil of Sin, and learn toabhor and avoid . - 


it. Let me Pity; and warn, and. counſel, 
or thoſe of my Relations and . 
Acqualnt ance, 


and pray 


L EIRSS - 
. / *- tle aps $a 
web” 20S WET SED Nr”, 


TN 'E'7Y Sram . dh Wt ai þ , ts wernkt ot Sh es ET © Ie's .. Sona Les EE, 
h "$7 s Sheet _: Lie 3. Fats 7 3x3 YE ena & 7m on ET * oy Res; Re ny Fr Ot . ao Sw R 
Q EEE id Of es Lotte, 1 Ae Ps A, EE Ee oe eat FL RE Flo Le De 1 ZE a bobs LOO "Y 
TS, wo > V3 ap gen > 's BEN £ 4 , 
ES FF. % - : F DIA I 93 
_-—_ - Y op " PR % J - 
- RPE. . - 4 
IRE © % . « 7 
+ en « ) = 
þ1 * R 4 
Wy . a be. 4+ % y - y N . S : s 5 « 
v } F\ 7 s 6 3 Sg 4% we % » 0 a #3 % \ 
T8 '» di 4 ; —_— 
T \ 
; 
x 


Acquaintant&who livein Sin,and run the 
bazardof this Eternal Ruin: Let-me not 
envy the: fooliſh Mirth,' and/ mamentany 
X Proſperity of the Wicked, whoſe preſenc 
Y joy: muſt- ere-long-expire, and an eyer- 
L laſting Deſtruction ſucceed-in-its room. 
(k.)How ſhort is the Jay of the Hypeerite!and 
the triumph of the Wicked 3s but for : a do- 
ment. Let me fear and dread every thing, 
that leads to this difmal-iſſue, and” im- 
prove every thing that may help-me-to 
efcape it. And by conſequence, let me: leſs 
value all the Good and:Evil of this :pre- 
ſent Life; judge of all things by this light; 
be: patient: under [temporal Calamities; 
and thank God that:it 1s: not Hell ; and 
thank him more, that preſent ſufferings 
do help to ſave me fromEternal ones. 
' Whatever I.can ſuffer ip this World, 
- let. my condirion:be- never: ſo dark and 
fad and afflicted, it'is not, it cannot. -be 
fach, but: that ' EVE . one .of [the Damned | 
would think it- an infinite: Happineſs to 
exchange: with: me, and be as Iam. Let 
me think:of' thoſe exquiſite' and eternal 
Flames, : to cure my :Impatzence nnder the 
ſharpeſt 'Trials:and | Aflictions 4 may 
now: ſuffer. Fs 6 0131] 
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on Time "and Eternity, 12Y- 
* Did Þ believingly:confider an Everlaſting. 
K Hell*.Iſhould not think much'of any thing 
that is required. to prevent it. - The ſeverett 
* exerciſes' of Religion; the firifteft: Tem- 
F perance, the niceſt Chaſtity, the largeſt 
Charity, the. greateſt Self-denial, all the 
hardſhips of Repentance and Mortification, 
and.continuance therein to'the Death,-tho 
for many years, more than Iam'ltke to live, 
would-be reckon'd' eafie, as: well as juſt, if” 
ſet in the ballance againſt the Eternal Mif- 
chiefs of the Damned..- | : 
What will not men do and ſuffer to:pre- 
vent-a Temporal Death? They will endure-a- 
painful courle of Phyſick;z/ tear out: theis-- 
vexy. bowels, by Purges -and Yomits:: and 
are,content- to be-cut and f{carrified;:*and to: 
ſuffer any thing almoſt-to ſaye their lives z 
But how little will-they do to be ſaved from 
the wrath to come ! 'One' - would: think; 
they ſhould bave no,Reſt, 'or Peace, 'or be 
able, to: livea quiet hour,till-theychad-tmade\0 - 
ſome \Proyifion againſt 'the hazard: of this: . 
Eternal. Deſtruction: and look upon all'men' | 
as'their Friends, | or. Enemies, accordivig to\ -# 
the help, or hindrance; they received fromy $ 
them, in reference 'to-it.- 'But- the: direct: 


; 
% 


#0 dormsr, ſed mortunus #/t. $. Auguſtin. 
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is every wire phat Men are 
—_— fecure; jovial and merry in the 
way that leads to Hell; and eftcem, and 
ins: and chuſe that' Company that will 
help to bring them to this place of tor- 
ment: Yea, fuch is. their ſtupidity, and 
ſtrange perverſeneſs , that they wilt not 
ſuffer to. be #old of their Danger, If you 
. tell them, that by fuch a Courſe, or ſach 
an Action, they wilt loſe fo much Money, 
or their Lives will be in_danger ; they 
reckon it an obligation, will take it kindly, 
and return you thanks: But when they 
are told; by fach Courſes and Actions they 
will loſe their Souls, and the Favour of 
God, and the Hopes of Heaven, and muſt 


Perilh/.for ever; this they will not receive, 


they deſpiſe the meſſage, and ſcorn and 
hate the Meſſenger ; are diſpleaſed and 
angry at ſuch faithfulneſs. 
O'bleſs the Lord, O my Soul! for any good 
— Grace, of eſcaping ' this Intole- 
Endleſs Miſery, © 41d let all that 
'- is within me bleſs bis holy Name. I have de- 
ſerved the fame endiels and unſupportable 
wrath, which Thouſands are now under, 
and. ſhall be under-to all Eternity ; but he 
didnot faffer me to fall into it. Tobe de- 
Iivered"out' of thoſe Torments after many 


years miſery, would be thought.an admi- 
rable, 


————————— 


.# never to be thrown into 
Ell ; which I have fo often: deferved 2 
How grateful woald a damned perſon be, 
to be freed from thoſe Flames, and plac'd 
in the fame condition I now am in? What 
a' Life of ſerious, ſelf-denying obedience 
would he lead? And hath not God done 
more for me? Am'TI not more indehted to his 
Goodneſs? He hath kept me out of Hell, 
and offers me the_ Heavenly Glory upon 
reaſonable, honoarable, and cafie Terms, 
Blefſed be God, I may yet eſcape the wratly 
to come, _ 

Let me heartily compaſſtonate'the delu- 
ſion of thofe multitudes of decerved, pe- 
riſhing Souls, whoſe cyes*are blinded by 
the God of this world ; who will not be- 
heve it, till they are convinc'd by the light 
of that Fire which ſhall never ' be extin- 
gnifhe. Yea, when T read, or hearof, Ten 
or Twenty thonfand men ſlain in a War, 


I 


Cwhicher of Infidds or Chriſtians) let me 


think of it ,. with other apprehenſions 
than formerly I was wont todo. Confider- 


ing that many, it may be, the moſt of / 


theſe ſhall neverhave any Comfort or Mer- 
cy more; fearing leſt the. ſame Sword or 
Bullet that gave them their mortal wound, 
hath fixt them under God's Everlaſting 

G 2 wrath; 


on Time and Eternity: t2y 
- rabls, utifpeakable* kindneſr3 And is it not: 
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F2.4 _Dewout Reflaltions. 


IFraths. and "that. by.. dying, they are un- 
done for ever. In yery many other caſes, 
the Faith of "this; Article -would, reQtify 
my Opinion, and dire& my; Adtions, if 
ſcriouſly conſidered; and improved. "This 
would make me think. of Death under ano- 
ther Notion, than'tis:-commonly conſider- 
ed. | For, without the conſideration of 
Hell armexed to it , \it is not ſo-very formi- 
dable, but that  Heathens have: been able 
to deſpiſe it. - The: moſt contrary Secs 
among them, on different grounds have 
Ree able to doi it ; but conſider Death-as 
fage to Eternal miſery , as the. Gate 


T Hell, as the end. of .all Comfort to a 


wicked Man, and the beginning of an 
endleſs Calamity, and nothing can be ima- 
gined more dreadful 'to a Guilty unholy 
Soul. . Some of my. Acquaintance, it may 


- be, who died this laſt-year, are now among 
. thoſe Hopele(s, Deſpairing Wretches, who 


expe@ the final, Judgment of God, to con- 


fummate their inſupportable' Miſery.” Af 


they were permitted to come , and tell us 
what they ſuffer, and what they know 3 


By a. terrible conſuming. Fire God is; 


at Vanity , Luſt and Folly, brxoughs 


them, to this place of Torment; w] at di- 


ligence they would adviſe us tp, "while in 


a State of Hope, to prevent the lk ee. 3 if 


we 


| 


on Time and Eternity. T5 
we have any love and and kindneſs for our 
ſelves. any-Bowels of Compaſſion to our 
own Souls z*what'a Change do we think 
it would. work upon us ?, But if we will 
nor hear Moſes and the Prophets , Chriſt, and 
bis' Apoſtles, neither ſhould we EG; tho 
one came from the Dead. 


XN, 


The Eternal Bleſſedneſs of HE ATV EN conſi- 

 "dered, af the Perfefiion of Holineſs, to 
quicken our deſires and endeavours after grea- 
ter Mcetnelſs to poſſeſs it. 


Oth one year after another haſten me 
: to the end of Time? And doth the 
-Blefſedneſs of Eternity depend on the Com- . 
munications I now receive from God ? On. 
the Preparations I now make , and-the 
Meetneſs I can now attain for:Eternal Fe- 
licity in'-the Preſence of my God :and' Sa- 
" viour? .O, with what Intenſene(s of:mind, . 
[. ſhould I now proſecute that [glorious Ob- 
L. jet! with what unwearied diligence ſhould 
2 .F-run the race that is'ſet: before me. left 1 
fall ſhott of the: Incorruptible Crown. of 
Life ?: How ;ſhould every thing be under- 
yalacd- and; rejeed that would divert, © 
Tod or hinder me from, purſuing, this by 
Sol G 3 end ? AY 


'Y ard 1 be not & Cm opt 
inthis diſtant Wilderned fate |; Let me fer 
ge thee | capcns SrITNg 
thing 6 | experience more; 
ron dep ! fee] more of thy vital/Preſence., 
and quickening Spirit! let the Divine Life 
in my Soul be more powerfill ! and the 
CharzGers of - thy Likeneſs be-more legi- 
bly ſtampt_upon+ jt! by the daily exer- 
cile of Faith, and Hope, and holy AﬀeRi- 
. ons, carry me through this World tillmy 
Pilgrim fate be over , and+ thou 'haſt 
brought ms to perfed Everlaſting Holineſs ! 
And let the believing” fore-thoughts of it, 
- bl] al the Powers of my Sonl with Joy, 
and Wonder; Defire and: Lovel. * -; 
Give me, Lord! tothink a right of the 
Heavenly Glory ;z as a confirmed State of 
poſitive perfet Hilineſs;; of heavenly Light, 
Love, Liberty and Joys with the ſatisfy- 
ing Viſion of God, in the Face of Chriſt, 
and. his impreſſed: Likeneſs; dwelling; for 
ever in the dire&t and ficady w__ of his 
_ transforming Glory; wich; compleat con- 
formity of the Soul' to Eternal dneſs., 
Truth and Love, as its Perfection: ; jor omvary 
Ing nothing, deſiring nothing but- that 
God and Chriſt may be glori ed with an 


infire Subjeion to his Will,. adherence*to 


pz Reſt and Confidence in him, fwal- 


_ lowed 
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on Time and Eternity. T7 
lowed up in the Love, Admiration,”and 
Praiſe of God, and our Lord Jeſus.,-li- 
ving in joyful —_— Adts of Subjc&tion, 
Adoration , and acknowledg'd ' Depen- 
dance ; raviſht to behold the Glory of 
God.-in the Face of Chrift, to ſee his 
bleſſed Image perfe&t in every one of the 
Saints, &c. When all the preſent Blind- 
neſs of our Minds, the Errors of our Judg- 
ment, the Peryerineſs 'of our Will, tae 
| Diſorder and Rebellion of our Paſſions, 
the remaining Averſation from God, and 
Diſaffection to him , which in this World 
we complain of, ſhall all be: done away: 
The Fleſh ſhall no more Luſt againſt the 
Spirit z -or the Law in our Membzrs a- 
gainſt the Law of our Minds ; but an ever- 
laſting Tranquility and holy Peace take 
placez ,a Peace which paſſeth- all 'under- 
ſtanding, without any outward Moleſtati- 
on, or inward caufe of Diſquiet,  _ 
Our corrupted Nature ſhall no more caſt - 
forth Mire and Dirt as now 3 we ſhall have _ 
no more vain or wicked Thoughts, no. 
more ſinful Fears, or fooliſh -Kopes ; unbe- 
coming Heats, unruly Defires, ſenſual In- 
clinations, earthly Aﬀections, feeble, floth- 
ful, ſpiritleſs Duties, -dead- and heartleG 
Prayers, cold Thankſgivings, &c. but as 
we -thall then know God without Error, 
= G 4 and 
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1X28 -.:\Devout Refleftions 
nd*ſee our Lord Jeſus face to face, ſo 'we 
ſhall Jove him without reſerve, more than 
now we can think, and ſerve him without 
 Dalneſs and Diſtraction, -and- Praiſe him 
- without Wearineſs ; the ſpiritual Actings \ 
_ of our Souls ſhall have no allay. of Drofs. - 
And thus ſhall we be with hinr, and ad- 
. mire and injoy him, without end. 
Thus when Death is ſwallowed up in vi- 
ory; and what was imperfect is done a- 
way, and what was Corruptible and -Mor- 
'tal, hath put on Immortality 3 God in Chriſt 
ſhall, be-All in All: And-when'it is truly and 
-perfedtly ſo, Then it is: Heaven, * The ble(- 
' 1=dnels:whereof is unconceivable. A Bleſ- | 
4. Ferſon is pot exprett. in the-fingular } 
©, Number by: the Hebrews, but. in the ab- 
>  -ſratt,-and in the Plural. | Beatitndes 'in- 
5:7. tend of Bleſſed, becauſe the Bleſſings 'Are as 
- .. Many and great, -as'they: have'Powers-and 
— Capacities 'to- partake» of Blefſednels 3: fo 
wilt-ic-be in Heaven. A Word, tho'com- 
monly uſed: as little underſtood, as Holi- | 
neſs 5 which is one of the-greateſt Mykeries | 
| in the World. But will hereafter be-full 
and delightfully underſtood by the. B 
ſed;Saints 5; as the Malignity-and intrinfi ck 
Evil of Sin: ſhall hs w the damned wrt 
rits, | 2k b- 


7 


-Oh;that I might-now feel['more of. this | 
Heavenly Life, begun and<arriedon infmy. 
Soul, -by:a father Participatiohiof his holy 
Image 51 arid: Conformity to-his Will ! by 
more vital Effects of his indwelling Spirit 
in; my Soul, forming it: to- be a:Temple to 
himſelf, for his own delightful 'Refidence! 
that forgetting that, . which I haverecct- 
ved, 1 may ſtill be Covetous, [and defirous 
ot more; -forgetting what Ihave attain'd; 
I-may preſs:on with an holy-Eagerneſs and 
Fervency towards the Mark! 

: When Eſeriouſly examine my own heart, 
had I.nothing | elſe to prove the. weakneſs 
of tny. Grace, and: the tinful remainders:of 
Unbelief 4 but-the : low defires; and. few: 
cainfoitable "Thoughts, the ſeldom joyful 
profped of this Bleſſed State; how-ſad an 
Evadence were it :of my. low. attainments;, 
that.I breathe; with no more Impatience, 
after that Bleſſed; Holy Reſt, in thei iyoyment 
of; God and Chriſt ; and. labour-no: more 
11; preparing for it? When we profeſs to 
beheve:that all the Deſires: of our Souls 
fhall be tix'd on Him, and filled with Him, 
as our Infinite ;and Supreme Good, and all 
the Expectations of Faith and, Hope, ſwal- 
lowed-upin'endleſsAdmiration, Gratitude 
and Joy ;: being fully fatished; 'and atiRefſt 
i» Mc Preſtnceand:Vition of God; ; withous 
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now., to- | gite T. reliſh to. cnr Hi 
All Happinels i in this World'is by —_ 

zing'a Man's preſent Condidoa(" Wi 
"Pait, or with thee of ſome Infcriors.. - But 
the Intrinſfick Good, Felicity , and. Joy: of 
Ro will nee&-no- _ to Cct- iv 
; no ſuch Compariſon: to: e itpriaed- 
The Bleffed Spirits wilt never-oſe the-live- 
ly Senſe of that low and miſcrable'Condi- 
tion , from which they were raiſed to fo 
great a Glozy; and fo will ever equally: 
xejoyce in: the Happineſs/ of theis Trandla- 
gion and wondertul Change: And'what 
was at firſt delightful; will For ever: bei fo; 
' and not be diGain'd or leflen'd by a conti- | 
nuance z as it happens in:this World, from 
the Emptinefs, Shallownefs ,an 
of the Creature, An Aﬀccation-otFarery, 
and defire: of Change, : proceeding abvays- 
from a Senſe of Want.' Bat Holy, Souls 
ſhall never be weary 'of ſeeing, loving aud 
injoying God; his bleſſed Preſence-will af- 
ford- us: undecaying and endleſs GatisfaRi- | 
.0n; Pleaſure, never to be interrupted; or: 
abated, and never to cake,” The The bleſſed: 
 Ohbjett is abſolutely Infinire., and! fo willbe. 
- Wways new to @ finite underſtanding z -and: | 
continual | 


ative Feppir inefs to be always new, and eter- 
nally fuc 


, Lee me, by ſuch Thoughts quicken and 


greater meetnels to. injoy ſo. great a BIIfs. 
nd to that end, confider whether any of 


4 


excite my diligent- Endeavours , _ A 


thoſe happy Souls, who have finiſht their 


Courſe, and obtained the Prize, do now 
regret their utmoſt Diligence',. Patience, 
and Perſeverance, during their ſhort abode 
eres to ſecure the Bleſſedneſs of an endleſs 

ife: No, no, they are far fron repenting 
the Time they ſpent., the Trouble they 


were-at, the Care they uſed., the Difficul- | 


ties they met with, the Sufferings they in- 
dured; to confli&- with the World, and 
the Fleſh, to refit Temptation , to watch 
over their Hearts, and Words, and Ways, 
to work out their Salvation, to plealſe God, 
and be faithful to him, &. They find to 


their unſpeakable Comfort, and everlaſting. 


Joy, that Heaven makes amends: for « 
they could do or ſuffer in- order to their 


coming, thither, Yea, they find that they 
were not Diligent, and. Humble, and Pa- 


tient , and Circumſpe& enough, That 
they did not love God, and ſeek this Glory, 


xedeem their Time, and improve all their | 


Talents 
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' continual freſh Communications from his 
Infinite fulneſs, muſt needs make our Tubje- | 
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Talents. and Opportunities of doing-and 
receiwing Good ,: and give up themſelves 
intirely to prepare for Heaven, to that de- 
gree they ſhould have done.” - They . find 
by the tranſcendency of the bleſſed Recom- 
pence , that -it deſerved infinitely 'mare 
than the moſt rActive, Zealous Chriſti- 
an upon Earth did ever do; in "order 
ko It; -; 

'-Tord? quicken my Reſolutions and En- 
oe noag y fuch thoughts as theſe.? In- 


ire my Feb, carral Heart, with holy 
6 ght, and Life, and Zeal. and Fervour ! 
that looking to the things which are not ſeen, 
which _ ternal. ; 1 may * lay tp 'a_ good 
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4 
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| bd ion againſt the Time to come, "and ſo 1az 
bold ego pets Tife! © , 
- But. 2/as!! How much have 1 neglected 
the great Duty of Holy Meditation.? How 
litfle ,skilt and: expeticnce Faye. I in_it? 
How taftleſs ad iblip va oftentimes. are my 
Thoughts of God ! how con plyed and un- 
Nieady. how little Peafiute! or Advartage 
have t by contemplating his'higheft Excel 
 lencies? Yet methinks, could T;but retain 
{the ſame awakened , lively thoughts of 
 Feaven, and Eternal Life, which ſornetimes 
1 F have had); might T urknrany feel. the 
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ſweet and ſacred. Influence, as. for a li tle 
ſeaſon 1 have ſometimes felt it ; how. a 
how very a, Nothing , would all this old 
be to. me! how comparatively weak, its 
ſtrongeſt” and moſt alluring Snares, to 
draw ine off from God.! with what an 
unſhaken mind could. I refuſe and reſiſt 
*:m! with what an unconcerned indifference 
could I. look. upon all ics. moſt _charming 
Glory! ' | 
| "Could I maintain ſuch a frame of Spirit, 
as I have ſometimes had for a little while, 
in the ſerious Contemplation of . Divine 
Myſteries, In Fervent, Prayers, and other 
Solemn Duties of Reljelns whenthe us 
of Faith were.ftrong anc s Was . my Heart 
ſet on fire with love" to God,” and; holy 
breathings after him; admiring his match- 
Jeſs Grace to. fallen Sinners, C and to my 
Soul in particular ). when. he brought, me 
to the.very Subutbs of Heaven, ( tho alas 
how ſeldom!) by the. delightful. Though 
of what the Blefſed Spirits above injoy., In 
being where Chriſt is, and beholding his 
Glory z when I was ready to ſay within 
my fclf , *Tis good-to be here; this is no other 
than'the Gate of "Heaven; Ob,- when ſhall "Mor: 
zality be ſwallowed up of Life! But when * 
thought at any-time to fix and; ſettle ;in.. 
fuch lweet Contemplations, how Quickly | 


” 134, Devout Refletfis 
Es py lazy backward Heart fly-off! how 
 fooh_ did the flame decay and dye away!” 
how. foon did I find my {df fallen-down to 
Earch again? ſunk down from the Boſom 
of my Lord, preſently forgot my {lf and 
Heaven, to dwell among the Pots, and im- 
brace. a Dunghill! *Twas not on. my own 
Wings , 0: Lord? that I ſoared fo gt : 
but T hope by the breathings of that holy 
Spirit of Light and Love, who bloweth 
when, and where , and how long he liſt- 
eth. Who gave me at any time any ſuch 
firſt Fruits of The Spirit z, who convinc't me 
of the. Certainty of ' the Heavenly Tnheri- 
tatice; by a lively believing foreſight of it 
who made me earneſtly. delire the Wings 
of a Dove to be gone, and appear before 
God in Sn; made me Pant and Groan to 
be delivered, and to be with God and 
Chriſt, with incxpreſfſible Defire and Joy, 
unconceivably mixt with Sighs and Groans. 
QO my God? let not this experience be only 
ſich a Toffe of the Powers of the-World to 
come, as is conliftent with final Apoſtacy! 
only the ſeeming Zeal of the ſtony Ground ! 
the rapturous for of an Hypocrite! from 
the Power-of Imagination, and. a heated 
Fancy; from the workings of meer natu- 
ral Selt-love;; upon miftaken apprehenſt- 
ons of:God, and atalſe Opinion SINE * z 
| ut 
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ge Figs effects, let me be afſared 
_ Cauie and Principe that it was of 

od df: - 1» 

Teach'me from the ſweetneſs of a Spt- 
ritual Communion with God now in any 
of his:appointed Ordinances , to argue to 
my. ſelf: what that moſt ravilthing Satisfa- 
E&ion will be, that-the Enjoyment 'of God 
i Heaven will afford the Soul. ' Oar Ho» 
line:is'now-imperfect; to what it ſhall be: 
and therefore our' Conſdlation, Peace and 
Joy, -is' but in part, and incomparably leſs 
than-we are aſſured it will be, when-we 
ſhall be admitted to:behold the Glory _ 
Lordi *Tisgnow-at'moR, - but-as the 
of Day,- to:the Luſtre of the Meridian Sun. 
Bur if:in-this Jow'imperfe& State, we can 
ſometimes obtain {o near a View of his 
Glory, and feel ſuch: ſweet Communicati- 
ons of his Grace, how much more of this. 
Conſolation and Joy 'is reſtrved to: Hea- 
ven? If inthis Pilgrim 5tate, the Gifts and 
Graces, and Gormforts- of the Holy Spirit 
are {6 refreſhing: O! what hath God'pre- 

red beyond the. Grave, for thoſe who. 

ehim? If now heſometimes ſhed abroad 
his love in our: Heart; afrer ſach-a manner; 


. how: much bettes: ſhall: love him, "and? 


feet the influence; and evidence of his 'Love 


to me, when I ſhall be with him, | HOI 
im 
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him Face ta;Fate 2: Tf the: 'apprehenſions 
of this future. BlefſedneG,.do now) encou- 
rage, raife:, :and animate my drodpin; 
Soal; ©, whatdhall:I know and ſee2--And 
how hall I rejoyes; mhen: the: Vall is :re- 
moved.?, IG a --Sacrdmetital - Communion 
with God and-Jeſus-Chriſt'; be-ſometimes” 
-Blefſed/Communion with.Cod; and:alll his 
Saints: /zhive: 4mount{tq!: when I; (hall1ic 
down with all the Ghildrenof God: :in the 
Preſence; of the. Bridegroom.,! at- the laſt 
great Supper of the Lamb in Glory ! ;I{:the 
Earneſt of. our; Inherigance | be: ſo 'xeviving, 
what will be:the,:fyll; Poſſeſhonſof ir? If 
the Hopes of 'that 'gloxious Day, by holy, 
Meditation, ;be ſo-tranſporting z/\what: will 
be;the end: of -our Faith ;and' Hope? If a 
Grape or: two;in-the: Wildetnels;-be ſuch a 


: Gordial;, what:will,be the whole: Vintage 


in-thcLahd.of Promiſe? bo: ont 
{:Shall THaffer all-this, ifotget my. own Ex- 


 - PFrience, and'run from God: and: Heaven, 


.to.umbrace or. ſeek-a petiſhing:Toy 2 Shall: - 


- Fhide-my ſelf with, Saz,-among, the Stutf 
--. * Md Lumber ofthis World, when God .is 
- calling met9.a Gloriods Grown? Art-thou;' 


O:my Soul / a: King's $bn,: an Heis: of, Hear! 
ven, Fan Expecant of ſuch ,great -Felicity;: 
and ;yet ftoog fo law? Hope for! Heaven, 
ar and 
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and yet graſp this Earth, and hug the vain 


Appearances of earthly Good ? Hope to be 
like to God; (and oh how Glorious an Hope 
is that!) to partake of his Image, and live. 
Eternally with him; and yet beſollicitous, 


anxious, and difquieted about Honour 


and Money ,, and a Temporal Intereſt ? 


*And mightily concerned about the momen- 


tany Gratitications of -the Fleſh, and the 


Tnjoyments of this World ? Art_thow a 


Pilgrim'and Stranger here, and travelling 
home to the Heavenly Country, and yet 


'eager and paſſionate about earthly Things ?. 


Should an Heart that is ſet upon Heaven, 
(or may be fo, and ought to be fo) ſhould 


-it burn -with ſach Kitchin, ſuch. common 
- Fire? *And negle& the unconceivable Riches 


and” Pleaſures, and immortal Honours of 


the other Life,” and the dawnings of that 


Glory upon my Soul, by the foretaſts of-it 
in this? How great is the diſpropertion 
between the Heavens and the Earth? How 


-vaſt the Circurnferetice of the one. and }- 
'how ſinall a Point the other? How' many 
thouſand Miles doth the'Sun'travel in the 
Heavens, \while it paſſeth but'one Inch up- 


on a: Dial? - Oh that my AﬀeCtions were 


-carried: to' beavenly Things ," with #' Cwift- 


neſs ſomewhat anſwerable ' to! the gloii- 
0us' Objed; And let their ' ttiotion* to 
= earthly 
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canhly Things be rather flow and inſen- 

\ ible , like that of the Sun on a Dial. 
Since I .profeſs to believe, and wait for 
the heavenly Glory , ſhould I not live, 
as ſecking ſuch things, as expeRting ſuch 
a Glory? And are careleſs and indifferent 
Thoughts, ſleepy heartleſs Prayers, faint 

_ and weak Endeavours, becoming in ſuch a 
caſe? Shall I not mend my Pace, and dou- 
ble my Diligence in my preparatory Work ? 
When I can believingly foreſee the bleſſed 
Recompencez waiting for that Everlaſti 
Light of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, which 
no Eclipſe ſhall ever darken or obſcure; | 
for that Eternal Glorious Day, which ſhall \ 


- os ws ow 


never be cloſed with an Evening. When 
E I ſhall fee the Face of .God in Chriſt , 
- - ©, and be like him, participate more of his 
Image, re(t in his Love, and dwell for ever 
in the Light of his Countenance, according, 
to the Prayer and. Promiſe of my Bleſſed 
Saviour, Ee ours By 
E. \ And ought not ſuch a proſpedt-to ſwee- 
-,.*  *"ren.the Bitterneſs of all our intermediate 
E Sufferings? Weare now oftentimes in Hea- 
vine(s and Soxrow but Eternity will be e- 
noygh for an interrupted Joy. When we 
+ ſhallexchange all our Troubles for everlafi- 
| | ing Reſt, our Priſons for perfect Liberty, 
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on\T read Eterdity. 139 
neſs for Light; diſcord for Love; Defor- 
mity for Beauty 3 pur Weakneſſes and pre- 
ſent Languiſhings , for Strength and Vi- 
gorz\\Pallyfor Wiſdom 3: Diſgrace for Glo- 
ry 4 Sickneſs'and/ -Pdimi for” eternal 'Eaſe 
at { and Health; che Animal for:the Angelical 
It Life ; ImperfeQtion and Pollution for- con- 
a | ſummate Holineſs; our Sighs, and Tears, 
= and Sorrows; and: Complaints , for trium- 
> phant Everlaſting//Praiſe ; . our | Lofles, Af- 
[ fronts, . Diſappointments , Perplexities/, 
- Fears , Groans, and Death, for Crowns 
and Scepters, Hymns and Hallelujahs , I 
Light and Life, and Bliſs unutterablez and * 
ſuch great things-as are fit for us to hope, 2 
h Hut too great to be now particularly under- 
| Rood and: talkt of; darn know but m1 
art,” and- ſee ehrough a Glaſs davkly ; yea, it 
Demwas if it were not er jb *em, 
2 Cor. 12. 4, Aand now they cannot be ex- 
preſi, or fully known ; for Eye hath not ſeen, 
or Ear beard, or can it enter into the Heawi 


, y 


man to coneeiuathat prepared Glory, © | © 
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PE Fan "4s 22, HH 
Whom have I im 'Heaven.but-thee ? And 
there is none upon: Earth that I' defire 
| beſides oe; v 


p 


Hat is there: in RA or in/Earth, 

O' Lord, !: but thy: Preſence to be 

value; loved, defired,, choſen, ſought, 

or-- delighted in?! There is: -nothing .in 

cither World deſirable without Thee', no- 

_ certainly above Thee, nothing/in Com- 

ifon with Thee. In-Thee alone I truſt; 

- Thee'I depend-3 in Thee 1- repoſe my 

. Confidence and Hope ; from Thee I expect 

:all my Felicity and” Salvation. What ever - 
.. T-can-loſe, yet with:the continuance of 
| vhy Faverr, which is my Lite, 1 haye (till 

 - »::- With that:-Lam Rieb ,. without ic 

I am: Poop» and Miſerable. Angd;if 1. want 


.. "the Love of .God,, -all that, Heayen and 


Earth can give beſides, will not make me 
Happy. In Thee, therefore, I would ter- 
minate all my Aﬀedtions , all my Devoti- 

ons! There is nothing of Heaves to be had 
on' Earth, but in thy Favour, Image and 
Love,- and the reviving Senſe of it... And 

all the Heaven 1 ns bereafter, "tis. in the 
| " more. 
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on Time. and Eternity. 141 
mote full and immediate Communications 
- of theſe [in thy _ OPIN 1 os de- 
e nothing upon Earth 3 -I.can injoy;nothin 
M Ne, he the / both hee: ah ane 
thou art, and ſhalt ever be my all-ſufhcient 
| fatisfatqry. Portion , my | Everlaſting ' All ! 
| None &lſe can be the. Portion of my Sow. 
| Nothing elſe can fill up all its Wants, an- 
ſwer all its Cravings, be ſuited to all its 
| Capacities , appeaſe and charm all its reft- 
leſs Motions, and give complacence -to all 
its Defires, and be the proper Objed of all 
its Aﬀettions. > 45,5496 Y 
What is. there elſe can juſily..claim 'my =? 
Love, or pretend-to my. ſupreme/Aﬀecti- of 
\ on in_compariſen with God-? Thou [att =. 
alone the proper-Center of it.) -Thinerinfi- _ I 
nite and incomparable. Excellencies, {who - 
1 art Lone it ſelf) deſerve my choiceſt Lovez * ©; 
4 and thy. numbexleſs; Mercies and Benefits © 7 
| challenge itas @ juſt Debt:3: as apiece of _ 27 
Homage dye- from-aly,: and of ſpecial Gras 
titude alſo froni me. -' Oh, that I could love 
thee above all things ! who alone art: worthy 
of all my Love! O that Divine'Loye might 
be:the ryling Principle withinime to. 1n- 
ſpire all; my ,Thoughts, to regulate-allL my 
defires, ;to ſet all the Powers of -n1y; Saul 
on. Work, O that..it/; might_take the; full _ 
Poſfeflion 'of my: Heart , and fo oo 
Vo an 
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er 
whom-nhy Soul- lovechf! If as yer I-catinor 
fy with: thine Apotte 


I wmld Love #hee ! Thou haft w__ I 
our Happineſs, by that- frlt and grext 
Command: of lovitig thee- with all our 
Hearts, and Souls, and Strengtt. 8+, iBirt ates! 
how backward is my flaggiſh cartial 'Heare, 
to this delightful Exerciſe ? Tho I have (6 
oft been' told, that Gord # Love , and chat 
be that dwelleth in Love , dwellah iti God, and 
God i/bim. 'O' ſhed abroad thy: Love into 
my Soul! that I rnay feel the Ft Power 
| wt Influence of it; and live comwmually in 
the Live of God, and- that nothing"may 
ever be able to ſeparate me from it, 
. Whom have .F in :Heaven' or'Earth,- to 
Hypo in, bit Thee #'1- expett triore from 
Creatures, thar' they cdti orawil performs: 
bur-Godtar' do for-ine mote” abundar 
than I can | ask os think exceed ' ey lav- 
= pert  out-itip my higheſt Expe- 
Ss. And no man was ever difap- 
pointed,” who: made Thee his Hypes When 
I'mect” with -Croſles j and! Wrongs, ; Un- 
faichfulnels; Contempt} Hatred ; os & Per- 
ſcention from Men, 'I'nced net wonder; I 
was never told by God, it would be'other- 
wile 


So Hit ts hls; | 
Lord 1! #how that 


_ hnuwoelt ll things —— 
thee. * fo Mag hugr ebranke 
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Did I look for lefs from Crea-. 
Did 


wiſe here. 


more from God 
orld to be a ftate of Tri- 
e of Reft and Satisfa- 
and my Defires would. 
be ſtronger with reſpe& to God and Hea- 
ven; and temporal Calamities and Dif- 
GI leſs afflictive and vexatt- 


And what is there, O Lord! in Heaven, 
or in Earth , my Soul can defire beſides 
Thee? Is there any thing defirable, but as 
it is thine, of thee, and from thee? And 


F reckon this 
al, and not a 


ſoine” Ifcimation of thy 
Eove? And what can I reaſbnably defixe 3 
what. that is 'werth 'defirlng, or having, 
but thou art able to be, and do, and 
grve & | | 
In whom , or what, , fhall. I 'Rgoyce, 
but in Thee, O Lord !: {half Tr 1olace imy 
ſelf in'tranſfitory Goods , that fli baricen 
Ub and periſh in the Uſing? a 
carnal Joys, witch” pollute des 
baſe the Soul ? "When I may and ought. to 
Rejoyce in Thee at all Times , as. the only 
Source of pertedt Everlaſting Joy: Lec me 
then ſtir' up 0 drooping, deſpondin r= 
unbelieving Heart , tg rejqyce, in: God 3 
who takes Pleaſure in the chearful Service 


and 


and « Obedience of his Children who de- 
l ighteth in thoſe , who delight in him. 

| harp t ® Delighting in God; a moſt eſſential, 
rtof lis gion? Should it not be my 


boner F Man Hath not God ſufficient- | 


ly provided, that it may be ſo? Can I fay 
and believe , that God is the. Portion of 
m) Soul ; chat heis my God, and I hope to 
ive with him for ever , and not_ Rejoyce ?. 
Or can-I conſider -the Grace of the new 
Covenant, the-matchleſs Love of Chriſi, 
and the precious Promiſes of ye Goſpel, 
and not fſce reaſon to Rejoyce ? Yea, doth 
my Soul love God, and Rog 

him;. and is not the very Act and. Exerciſe 
of holy ,Love , mixt. with. lpeakajle 
ſweetneſs? _ 

'Whom is there in Heaven, or . in Baneh. 
or Hell, that 1 ought to Fear, but Thee 2 
Who hafi.a. negative Voice, in all the Ne- 
fign - of Men: and, Devils ; 3 an. hook. in 

cir Noſtrils ; ; 4 Bridle in their Mopths ;, 
to "Hate [ther fulfil” thy Pleaſure, and in 
every thir & 5ccompli thy Soveraign De- 
CIEe. 


Rock of Ages ? The might of thy, Power, 
- * 3d Mr. Howe, of Delighting mn God. 5 


th 
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vour to pleaſe 


Is ay: any other," in whom 1 may re- 
poſe my'Truft , but-in Thee, O Lord! the. 
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ou Trme and Eternity, 145 
the unſcarchableneſs of: 'thy Wiſdom, the 
righteouſneſs of. thy Nature, the ſtability 
of thy Truth, the riches of thy Grace, 
and: the immutability of thy Promiſe, arc 
a ſure foundation, for-my Soul to trult to, 
and rely upon. Thy word ſtands firm for 
ever: and the Truth of thine ability, and 
readineſs to help, in every time of nced, 
endures the ſame throughout all Generations. 
At all times, and in all places, my ſoul may 
truſt in thee, and find relief, - And they 
who know thy name will do ſo: for in the 
Lord Jehovah is Everlaſting Kindneſs and 
Strength. To anſwer all my doubts, to 
ſupply all my wants, to fill all my deſires. 
May not God take it unkindly, that I cruſt 
him no more? And is it not a criminal 
unkindneſs, that I give him not the glory 
of all theſe Excellent Attributes , which 
are the grounds of Truſt ; by a conſtant, 
ſteady, intire dependance on him for all 
that I necd ? | 

I have none in Heaven but Thee, O Lord! 
as the object of my Invocation. and Worſhip. 
Lec. other Chriſtians have recourſe to new 
Mediators, and call upon other Gods: 1 
will ;nake mention of thy Name , and of 
thy Righteouſneſs only. And ask of. thee 
wha'ſocvcr I need, for the ſake of thy Chriſt, 
my only adorable nes Him thou hee 
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eſt alway with him thou art always wel! 
pleaſed. T honour the holy Angels, as glo- 
-rious Attendants. about thy Throne: and 
bleſs thee for them, as Miniftring Spirits, 
for the good of thy Servants; but. I dare 
not invoke, or worſhip *em, becauſe they 
are Fellow Servants, On the fame. account 
T honour the memory. of Departed Saints, 
bur neither invoke-them, . or pay them re- 
ligious worſhip. That Glory, thou witt 
not give unto another. I have no precept 
in Holy Scripture to dire&, no promiſe to 
encourage, no Example. to authorize the 
invocation of any other but Thee; in whom 
T believe, and truſt, Rom. 10. 14. | 
Having ſuch a God in Heaven, what can 
I need on Earth 7 His Eyes behold me, his 
Wing is over me, his Hand can ſupply me, 
| his Grace provide for me. I can want no- 
> thing that is Good: unleſe I ſhould need ſome- 
= what which God, the infimitely Bleſſed” and 
| Allfufficient God, cannot heftow. If thou art 
the Portion of my Soul; all mine Enemies 
cannot make me miſerable : unleſs they can 
void Heaven of the preſence of God, hin- 
der his care, bind up his hand, or obſtxu&t 
his Love, But tho my Enemies cannot, I 
fear my' Sins may. ' They alone can-ſeparate 
= between, God. and my Soul. And con- 
' © fidering the multitude and aggravations of 
BY th em, | | 
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on Time and Eternity; 147 
them', and thine unſpotted © Holineſs and 
JuſticeziI ſhould have toomuch reaſonto fear 
and tremble,yea,and- utterly deſpair, IF T had 
none' in Heaven but Thee, But thy word af- 
ſures me, that I have a Mediator there: a 


_ faithful and a compaſſionate High Prieſt, Feſus 
Chriſt the Righteous : whom thou haſt exaltet 


to be a Prince,” and a Saviour, to give Repen- 
zance- and Remiſſion of Sings. Who lives for 
ever in Heaven, to make Interceſſion; till be hath 
brought me there, to behold his Glory, and par= 
take of tit. 

That Glory, O Lord! thou haſt reſerved 
for Heaven: in this world we only defrre, 
believe, and' hope to injoy it.. Whom 
have T'in Heaven? That is the place of Frui- 
tion. What can I'defire upon Earth ? This 
world is the place of Deſires, as the other 
of full Injoyment. Moſt of that which men 
call Injoyment in this Life, conſiſts but in 
Deſire. Defire or Lxft is all that is inthe 
wicked world. 1 John2. c.13. theRiches - 
of a. Covetous worldling makes him des 
ſire more: and the great myſtery of In- 
temperance is to create and increaſe defires: 
and Defirer of another kind are the portion 
of good men in this world. O that I 
could breathe after a fate of pcrfe&t Frui- 
tion. in Heaven with more importunate de» 
fires! Who will give me to be in Heaven with 

H 2 Thee 2 
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Thee ? On Earth 1 defire. notbing. So one 
verſion, Let me, O my Soxl.! think of 
Heaven, as ſuch a Pace or ſtate of bleſſed 
Injoyment ! ſpeak of it, ſeek it, long for it, 
prepare for it, as ſuch. And let Feſus 
Chriſt, who is the deſire of all Nations,(through 
whom all Divine Communications are made 
to fallen Sinners) be the great object of 
my preſent defres. and love! Let me deſire 
nothing but as ix him 3 and for him 3: that 
believing his Word , obeying his Law, 
adoring his Perſon, imitating his Example, 
truſting his: Promiſe , conſtrained . by his 
Love, -partaking of his Image, filled with 
his Grace, and comforted: by his Spirit ; 
my meditations of him may be ſweeter, 
and my love ſtronger 3 and I may have. 
nothing more left to -defire for my ſelf, but 
that God who hath raiſed and exalted 
Him, would keep alive my faith, and hope, 
and holy deſires, till he, hach made me 
meet to be with him ;; and: after having 
guided me by his Grace, and_.Spirit, and 
Councels, . here on Earth, would receive 
me to his moſt Blefſed and Glorious Pre- 


ſence in Heaven. Amen, Amen. 
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ment conſidered as Certain: The Terror, 
and Aſtoniſhment , Conftuſton , and De- 
ſpair of Wicked Jews and Chriſtians, 20 
behold their Judge : and hear his condemn- 

ing Sentence to EVERLASTING De- 
flrufion. | 


| Hen our Blefſed Saviour ſhall ap- 

pear to -judge the world, I read 
that it ſhall be, in his own Glory, the Glory 
of bis Father, and of the Holy Angels. If 
by the glory of his Father, be meant that of 
the Divinity, as the Original'and Author 
of all things in nature, as the Almighty 
Creator of the World ; and by the Glory 
of bis boly. Angels, be underſtood that of 
the Legal adminiſtration , the Law. being 
given 'by the diſpoſition of - Angels; and 
by his own Glory, that of the Goſpel; ashe 


is ' the "Meſſiah 3 that in the Glory of all _ 


theſe, he ſhall come to;Judgment : we have 
a ſummary account” of the three different 
Revelations which God'hath made of him- 
ſelf to mankind ; by the Light of ''Natwre; 
that of the Law, and the more manifcti 


. one of - the _ According to which 
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Tho we cannot diftindtly tell what or 


| how great our Lord?s Glory will then' be ; 


we may be certain, it will be ſuitable to 


- the dignity of his Royal perſon : ſuitable 


to the grandeur of his Father's'Majcliy ; 
with the ſplendor of a -Trj # Prince, 
who is Heir of all Things ; and | hath all 
power in Heaven and | in Earth. committed 
to him ; the Great Lord of both.Worlds, 


\» Head of Angels and Men : and ſuitable to 


' his glorious office, as Mediator, 'and rhe 
appointed. Judge of Quick and Dead. 

- If at. his Transfignration his Face-ſhone, 
and his-Rayment was white.and. glittering, 
How-much-more {plendid will his laſt; Ap- 
pearance be? Whey the Bodjes of his;Saints 
ſhall be/{even times brighter than the Juftre 
of the Smn? And if his Members ſhall 
then -be ſo glorious, how tranſcendantly 
more ſo will their Head, their Lord appear? 
It. the delivery and promulgation_. of the 
Law, on Mount Sinai, was accompanied 


with ſuch circumſtances of terrible'Majeſty, 


how much more may- we ſuppoſe: the Great 
Aſſize will be attended with * When he 
comes to judge for the violation of the 
Law, and the contempt of: the Goſpel. :And 
uf even Myſes did then exceedingly quake 
and fear, what will be the 3” 
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on Time and Eternity. 15x 
and trembling of the wicked World at the 


Coming of Chriſt? When be ſhall be revealed 


from Heaven, in flaming Fire, with a glori- 
ous. retinue of his mighty Augels, as ſo mae 
ny bright Stars about the more glorious 
Sun of Righteouſneſs.The lights of Heaven 
ſhall be Eclips'd 3 the viſible Sun ſhall vail 
its bluſhing head as infinitely out-ſhone : 
the preſent glory of the Creation be all 
A by reaſon. of his tranſcendant 
Brightneſs. Yea, the Heavens ſhall be -. 
wrapt. up-as a ſcroll; the Elements melt 
away with a mighty noiſe: the Earth .and 
all its works be burnt up z and the whole 
Univerſe, as one great Bonefire, to adorn 
the. Triansph of. our Lord's Appearabice. 
And this. uſhered in by the voice of- an. 


_ Hrebangel, proclaiming his approach: and 


the voice of God ſupplying the uſe of a 
Trumpet, to raiſe the Dead, and poſſeſs 
mankind with an aweful Reverence of. 
their Judge. | 
Thus in Triumph, as a Congweror, and a 
Fedge, ſhall he come again, whoronce ap- 
pear'd in- the. form 'of a Servant to. be 
judged and condemn'd by Man. Then he 
was. called King\ in ſcorn: new he will ap- 
pearas much above all Earthly and Humane, 
Greatneſs,-.as-once he litoopt for our-ſakes 
beneath it. Then the Contempt of Na» 
lf H 4 tions? 
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tions , and no way efteem'd Defirable, 
when he came from the womb of his: Vir- | Q 
gin-Mother : #ow' the Terror 'of the World... ic 
when he comes again from the right hand' | , 
of his Father. No more to be. fubjec to 

a ſtate of Meanneſs , but to render vengeance k 
20 all, who know not God, and obey not the Go- { 
ſpel : and to be glorified in bis Saints, and ad- v 


mired in, and by all them that believe*. 
- He was put to ſhame in the days of his 
Fleſh; made himfelf of- no Reputation, | 
and accounted unworthy 'to live; but | 


when | he comes again, he will put on'a 
Garment of Vengeance, to repay Fury to. 
che Enemies of his Croſs, and make his 
wicked Deſpiſers riſe again to ſhame,- and 
everlaſting. Contempt, They that once 
bowed the knee to him in mockery, and 
ſhaked their heads at him in derifion, ſhall 
then ſee every knee bow bifore him , of 
things in Heaven, things in Earth, and under 
the Earth; Angels, Men, and Devils in 
ſabjeion' to him as Lord and King, Pi- 
late, who condern'd him as his Priſoner, 
ſhall appear - before 'him as his* rightful 
Judge; and know, that he was another- 
eneſs King and Monarch than the Roman 
Emperor. The falſe-witneſſes, who accuſed 
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on Time and Eternity. T5 3 
him of Blaſphemy, ſhall be impeach'd by 
one another, and their own guilty Con- 
ſciences, before his- By, with the : other 


ribunal ; and be confounded to ftand be- 
fore . his Judgment Seat. His Crmw:ifiers 
ſhall behold- him on a Throne of. Glory, 
whom - they Nailed to an infamous Croſs; 
They ſhall be aſtoniſh'd to behold him ſit-- 
ting at the Right Hand- of God, whoſe © - 
Hands they bound, whoſe Body © they.. 
{courg'd, whoſe Side they pierc'd.. They 
who. .Crown'd him with Thorns, ſhall 
(with all the World ) behold him with a 
Crown of Glory. They that ſpit on him, 
and ſmote him on the face with. the tiſt of 
wickedneſs. ſhall have their own faces 
covered with Confuſton. They that aps, 
proved his Condemnation to Death, as a- 
Criminal , ſhall be ſentenced from his 
mouth, as their Judge, to Everlaſting De- 
firution. They that ſcourged him, as- a 
Malefa&or , ſhall be beaten with many 
ſtripes. They that made him ſtagger un- 
der the weight of his Croſs, ſhall tink un- 
der the Guilt and Puniſhment of deſpiſing 
it. They.that Natled him to the accurled. 
Tree, between Thieves and Robbers, ſhall 
be ſentenc'd to endleſs Puniſhment. -in 
much worle Company. They who - gave 

5 him 
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- him Gall and Vinegar to drink, ſhall not 


be able_to"get a drop of water to cool | 
their own Tongues. Where then ſhall - 
 __-the wicked and ungodly of the Chriſtian 
-.-” World appear? who Crucitie the Son of 
'God afreſh, fince he hath declared- himſelf. 
to. be ſo, by his ReſurreQion, and the, Miſ- 
fion of the Holy Ghoſt, and. fulfilling his. 
threatned vengeance onthe Nation of the 
Fews, &c2? 3 | EP; 
If the Zews ſhall have a ſorer Condem- 
nation than Ignorant Heathens, who -never 
heard of Chriſt, never ſaw his Miracles, 
or were inform'd of his Do&rine.; How 
hall we eſcape? For he.will come again as 
a Conguerar, and a Judge, and not as a ſuf- 
fercx and a ſurety, as he came at firſt; 
and tho he was. numbred with Tranſgreſ- 
fors, and made his Grave with the Wicked, 
at his firſt Appearance ;z he ſhall hereafter 
be attended with the ſhouts of Angels who- 
excel in ftrength, and the joyful Acclama- 
tions of his Saints, glittering as the Light, 
and paying Homage to him. as the Judge of 
Quick and Dead. He, whom we have 
deſpiſed,” ſhall then be encompaſt with a 
dazling Glory that will confound us. He, 
whom we have affronted, will - be clothed 
with a Majeſty that ſhall aſtoniſh us, He,. 
whom we have. offended. (hall be. armed 
vi Ul 
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with Power, and with Wrath to puniſh us: 
and" all: that*continue to- lift-up: the! Heel 
apainſt him, ſhall then be made his Foot-. 
fool: 'alÞthat refuſeito. kiſs the Scepter of 
his'Grace, ſhall 'be broken -in pieces by. his 
Iron Rod. Das 
.* © The holy Scripture doth frequently and 
expreſly -affure-us, that he will zbxs come: 
apiin,- and for' theſe ends. He is exalted, 
and' gore /to Heaven, as the Head of bis 
Church, and'the King of Glory ; and when. 
heforetold his Aſcenfion, he gave a pro- 
miſe of his Return. The Heavens. are to 
contain him till - *he reſtitution of all things. 
By his Providence, and by the Holy Spirit, 
henow carries on the deſigns'of his Death: 
and when'thefe are accompliſh'd, he will 
appear,” 'to the Joy of Believers, and the 
Confuſion of the Wicked, Heis centred as 
our *Foreranner, within the Veil, to prepare 
Manſions, and to take poſſeſſion tor us, and 
will not always leave us in this dark and de- 
. fling World, He knoweth our Sorrows, 
and heareth our Prayers, and bottles our 
Tears, takes notice of our Groans, and in 
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"How: Te: is the Newy: of it ? 
how joyful will: be:the-Meeting;- to ſichias 
expect and prepare to, ſee him *:when;the- 
Sea and the Graves ſhall yield up theix- Dead, 
and all the Priſoners: of: Hope! lift up heir 
heads, ariſe, go up, and meet the Lord. in 
the Air, and aſcend with him tothe Hea- 
venly Glory. Byt who can- expreſs; how 
diſmal a fight this: will be to. the Secure, 'and- 
the Impenitent, to all. who dit ins theixſins? 
to behold their F4dge -(, who. fqrmerly.of- 
fered to be their Saviour) upon a glorious 
Throne, and all the Children of 4dam ſum- 
Es . mon'd before hisTribunal! to have nothing, 
pes = to anſwer againſt his Charge, and 'no- way 
2 to eſcape his. condemning, Sentence | they 
ecfpifed him as a Lamb offer'd.in Sacrifice. 
E. ts take away the ſins of the. World: but. 
: ſhalt no-longer do fo, when: he, comes. as. 
the Lie of the Tribe of Fudab, to devour 
and defiroy the Enemies of his Croſs. Now: 
they wilt nat own him for. their Lond;. but 
ſhall thea find he is ſo, by the Vengeance he 
wyl execute. As a Fei, as a Sazionr;they re- 
jeRed him, making light ' of his Salvation, 
defpiling his Mercy, xefuſing his- Grace: | 
but the zeplefied Goſpel will then be'a more | 
killing Letter than the Law.. He'whio by! his 
Ambaſſalors doth: now intreat Sinners-to. 
be reconciled, will then be as deaf to their 
Intreaties, 
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Intreattes, as' they have beew to Hy : Be- 


cauſe ithey would not; turn at his-Reproof, 
hearken tothe Call of his Word, and obey 


its; Voice, they mult ;hear -the. Sentence: of 


Condemnation,.-and: tecl the. Execution: of. 


It, Whgthes Foe: will or No.3, yea, the Blood 


SS 4 I T.Z + 


ous: OG 11AN; at's ;: 10 a9 Y 
upon all chejgnorant and, ungodly World; 


the Greateſt, the Stoutel},. the Boldelt of 


them, ſhallthen-be humbled, and ftand be- 


fore Chriſt's Tribunal, upon an equal Level 
with the weagelt ſeized with Poona 


[4 - . 


the Hogs is nl RET of Cn but ; cory 


man ſhall receive according to his. works, The * 


Mighty ſhall not be ſpared -for. his. Great- 
neſs, nor the mean man'for his Poverty. 0 
Fool) O Wretch that Iam! ſhall many then 
fay, who now brave it out in Pride and 
Vanity, unconcern'd about a future Judg- 
ment ! not to be pcriugded by the _ 
0 
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” of '-the Lord; which Iw was Db often. warn'd 


from'Chriſt, 1 can expect 
_ cy &/gohie; and gone for-ever?”'E. am loſt, 


6 O'the om Atement! Horror, and Deſpair 
of - ſelf-conderntied ' Shnets in Ur day or | 


and” Foretold' of! What 'Refuge 'of 'Hope 


can Toow flicto? What 'can I ſay for my 


ſelf Whatcan /I do to 'eſtape, - to-die, to 
exiſtno Tonger? 1 would have #0 

on my own Soul; 1 would not ſo much as 
confer its danger 3 I ſhall now find none 


undone, tormented; andimult eternally be 


Vengeance! 441; 
0 my _Soid 1 what is: there of prenter: CON-- 


efice, or 'of reafer cert 
Wa God, aan that'7" maſaphtat ro 


Earl nes Drs behievere tirmly, to ook 
fider-it often, to: hy it'ſcriouſly-to heart, 

to'a@ under «the Influchee and Power of it 
as Jong as T live:; thatat the-Great Reſwr- 
© fromthe Dead 1 may lift upmy! ayes 


iN BEET: and tind the Judge 


duocate, my Feſt, an ve 


my Enemy and $0 


none.!- His. Mer-- 
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Meditations of the Glory of Chriſt . in. bis 
Glorified Saints, and of #bethankful Ad- 
miration of Believers when He ſhall come 
again from Heaven, which ſhall be continued: 

#0 all Eternity. | 


71 HE terror of -our Lord's Appearance 
JK to Judgment cannot be: Hxeror to- 
the Wicked, than the Comfort and: Foy of it 
will be tothe Seine. When they" ſhall foe 
Him whom their Souls love, aſcend with. 
him to Heaven, and be welcomi'd, 'accord- 
ing.to his promiſe, with thoſe endearing. 


words, * Come, ye bleſſed Children of my Fa-: 


ther, inherit the Kingdom prepared for yow from 


before the foundation of the World. © *T'was for. | 
« your ſakes I aſſumed Fleſh, lived onEarth,. 


© and died on the Croſs, to purchaſe this: 
* Glorious Kingdom for you, which Inow: 
© come to give you the Pofleſſion of. *T was: 


©for this I praicd and ſuffered on Eaxth,; 


© for this I interceded ever ſince in Heaven:. 
© F was heard in that Prayer, accepted in 
© thoſe Sufferings, and my Interceſſion. grant- 
© ed, that where Fam, you may be alſo, to bes 


Matt. 25. 
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160 — + Devout Refledtions 
© bold my Glory. Come therefore, good. and 
© faithful Servants, -enter into your Lord's joy. 
i O. what .rayiſhing words. will theſe be! 
> >. What an'Exrahe of Love'and Kindneſs is 
- implied in them ! What matter of rejoycing 
may it now; give me," to admit the Hope, 
that my Bleſſed Saviour wiltfay ſuch words 
as theſe to me, and bid me'ftand upon his 
. Right-hand, among his Sheep! O what an 
A exulting frame ot* Soul wilt ſuch, Expreſſi- 
£ ons raiſe! 'How fhalVall 'my Doubts- and 
z Fears and - Sorrows be ſcatter'd:in a mo- 
ment, and ceaſe for ever! ' O Glorious Day !. 
when my bleſſed Lord ſhall thus' ppblick! 
acknowledge me for his own; ' and plead 
ray GCauſe-againſ all the Accuſations of Sa- 
tan', and: the malicious Calumnies of all 
hisInftraments! when I ſhall be able'to ſay 
of all my Sins and Sufferings, as my Lord 
E:- pe the Croſs, I: is finiſhed, it 4 finiſhed ! 
 * My warlare being accomplill'd, being more 
Z - than'Conquerour oyer. all-through him, 
j/ who loved me; and died for me,. and now 
* . 1s come to wipe away all tears from. mine 
Eo eyes, as it were with the Napkin that was 
© - bound: about his Head, when laid in'the 
-_ Grave.; all being the fruit of his mexitori- 
E ous ©Death. Then ſhall T have nothing 
more to fear, or with, or beg, I {hall of- 
tend, provoke, and dilhoncur himino more 3 
k FE or 


on Time and Eternity. 1G6t 
or by my folly and ſcandal diſcredit his ho- 
ly ' Name and Goſpel : but- by conſummate. 
Hotineſt be'fitted' to rejoyce' in his Preſence' 
and Love, and celebrate his-Praiſe for eyer. 
F ſhall never more lament his Abfence, or 


complain of his Anger never ſee a cloud- 


 enhis Face,/ora Frown in his Look any 
more. Now I muſt wait and pray, ſtruggle 
and ftrive, labour and ſuffer, deſire and ex- 
peck, believe and hope, &c. but then perfet 
Reft and Holineſs, Love and Foy, Viſion 
and Fraition, Blifs and Glory, unutterable 

and everlaſting, ſhall take place. | 
All the Attributes of God, all the'won- 
derful Perfe&ions of Chriſt, will then be 
glorified in Believers, and admired' by them. 
His invariable Tr#th will then be honoured, 
which they truſted to, and waited for; 
for now they ſhall know and find they did 
not wait in vain : They hop*d inhis Word, 
and ventur'd their Salvation upon-it 3 and 
now they ſhall receive the end of their Faith: 
and Hope, infinitely beyond'what they'ever' 
expected or believed. — ; AN 
-/The' Glory of Divine Wiſdom will then 
appear, when the: Conftitution, Adimini- 
ſtration, and Deſign of the Mediators King-' 
dom hall” be fully'known;”in che'ad ir4- 
OL. It,- 
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*many | &XaclOuS' Promiſes; atisfying Fu- 
ſlice, and at the ſame time ſhewing Mercy; 
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| lars tor one Glorious End, and-the whole 
Iffte. -What: is now:;a-Myſtery-even to Be- 


crown'd with ſo. bleſſed an 
lievers themſelves, and hath a Veil upon. it, 
ſhall then no longer. be ſo;. all the Riddles 
of God's Grace and ' Providence. thall be 
plainly underſtood, _.O' how , tranſporting 
a View:muſt itineeds be, when the Glory 


- of all the: Divine Attributes which God in- 
tended. to:accomplith, in, and by Ghrift, ſhall 


be manifeſtto his Redeemed Saints, -- The 
whole -method of -our. Salvation will then 


appear to be .the fruic of -»nſearchable Wiſ- 


dom, when we ſhall all ſce the Reality. and 
Subſtance, and entire Scheme, of - all that 
God deligned in and; by him 4 all that-was 


typified. of -him, and foretold ' concerning 
him, in- the. Old Teſtament, -. How will:ic 


3+ Co I Os 


- As in;uniting Heaven-and Earth together 
in:;the. Perſon ' of our Mediator z; faltilling, 
Truth : of a terrible threataing In his 


* 
— 


th, and by the fame way {acc 


all appear to be the manifold Wiſdom of God ! 


| ou Time antl Eternity. I63 | 
ſhedding of Blood; conquering Death by 


dying, and difarming the-Law by Obedi- 
ence to'-it, . &c. afterwards ſubduing 'the 
world to the;Faith of the Goſpel, -by the 
fooliſhneſs of Preaching 3 making, men wiſe 


to Salvation by the knowledge of the 


Croſs,” and ſpreading, that Faith the more 
by all-the  oppoſation made againſt it, &c, 
mow FroneorOnly nl 'aclear View, of theſe 
things diſcover , an ihe: the Wiſdom 
of God. aſi | 
But -the Love and Grace of Chrift the 
infinite Goodneſs and Compaition of. God, 
will- then be magnified in an, eſpecial man- 
ner. What: but -Soverajgn Lyve-in the whole 
Contrivance and-Counſel of God ..about 
our Redemption ?. What admixable: Love 
and--Grace in (the whote management of 
that defign? What unparalleFd-kindneſs in 
the accompliſhment . of - it , -by the Sacrifice 
of the Son of -God? And how. Glorious 
will-zbis Love appear, when he ſhall come. 
again to give us the full Harveſt.of all/his - 
Purchaſe? With what admiring Thankful- 
neſs ſhall Believers then -contcmplate ithe 
unſearchable/Riches of his Grace? In all 
the Paxts and; Inſtances of his Humiliation, 
from - his -Conception to his Crucifixion 
and Burial; in all the-|Evidences and Dif- 
coveries:made of it, from the:firſt Promiſe 
to 
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 Devout Reflections 
E- to its Completion; yea, from before the 
 _ _ Foundation of the World', in the Covenant 
$ ' of Peace between the Father and the Son, 
until his ſecond Coming, to Judge the 
World, and deliver up the Kingdom to his 
Father. | | 
How ſhall we then admire and adore his 
Powerful Grace , which ſnatcht us as-Fire- 
brands out of everlaſting Burnings ; that 
effectually ſhin'd into our minds by. hea- 
venly Light; conquer'd the Oppoſition of 
our ſtubborn Wills; SanRtified our carnal 
Hearts , reſcued us from the Tyranny of 
Satan, and the Dominion of Luſt 3 giving, 
cheriſhing , and preſerving; the holy Seed 
_ of Grace, 'and making it Spring up to Eter- 
nal Life; defeating the malicious and-ſub- 
til Endeavours of-the Devil to deſtroy it ; 
EE inabling us to indure Tribulation, and 
I perſevere to the end; giving us Victory 
over Death; conduQing us through the 
dark Valley; raiſing our Bodies, reviving 
and reuniting them to our Souls,: and-ren- 
dring them glorious like his own Body 
\and at length -rewarding- our imperfeR 
Services with Eternal Life. Yea, tho'our 
beſt Services were mixt with Sin, 'our ho- 
lieft Duties ſpotted , our moſt-couragious 


\ 


Sufferings mixt with unbelief,. yet reward- 
ed wich a Bleſſedne(s that hath: o-ulay 


on Time and Eternity. 165 


of Evil, but all the ingredients of: a Perfe&# 
Felicity , and nothing to leſſen and inter- 
rupt it: How ſhall we then admire the 
Bounty of our Gracious Lord, the Freeneſs, 
Tenderneſs, Riches, and the exceeding 
Greatneſs and Glory, of his Infinite Goodneſs 
and Grace to poor Believers ? 

With what Extafies of Joy and Gra- 
titude may we imagine that - our Lord 
will be then admired by all his Redeemed 
ones ? 

Saying, This is He, who made ourPeace 


with Ged., and reverſt the Sentence of 


Damnation , which we were underz who 
bought us with the price of his moſt prect- 
ous Blood, - bore the Wrath of his Father, 
and ſubmitted to an infamous and curſed 
Death for us. He aſſumed: owr Nature, 
that we might partake of his; became the 
Son of Man, that we might be made the 
Children i Gad.; for-our ſakes he became poor, 
that we through his Poverty might become. Rich:: 
He ſtoopt to bear; the greateſt Ignominy 


and: Reproach, to confer Honour on us: 


He was for a time forſaken of his Father, 
that we might not be fo eternally: He felt 
the ſtroke. of his Anger againſt. Sin, that 
we might not periſh under.it. He was a 
Man of Sorrows ; and acquainted . with 
Griefs, that we might Rejoyce: His Ago- 


NICS 


and praycd for! 
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nies and bloody Sweat were for our Re- 
fiefkimetit, and by his Stripes'we are Heal- 
ed: He bowed his Head on the Crofs, 

that we might life up” ours in Triumph ; 


and becanſe we had caten of the forbidden 


Fruit , he hung on the accurſed Tree. 


"Twas for #s_ that he ſuffered the Frowns- 


of Heaven, the'Enmiry of Hell, the Rage 
of Devils, the Hatred and Perſecution of 
the World: He was judged, that we might 
not come into Condemnation : He' was 
Cracitied ,, that we might be Gloritied ; 

and he is now Come again finally and fully 


toeffe& it, 


O: the Height, and Depth,. and Length, 
and' Breadth' of the' Love of Chrift', w | ich 
paſſeth Knowledg , but calls for Adini 
ration, and Co: Gratitude! This 
is the Bleſſed D CE we long'd-and waited, 

This is-our Graciows, our 
Glorious Lord , whoſe | Love nglted our 


"Heart, whoſe Promiſe was our: Support , 


whoſe Word was our Rule , whoſe Spirit 
was'our Comforter, whoſe Croſs was our 
Crown, and the hope of his Appearance 
our chicf Conſolation'! 

Lord!” what am 7, what was I, that the 


FS Blefled Son of God ſhould :do*and 


fuffer, and purchaſe all this' for me? Tican 
remember when I was ignorant of God; a 
Sto B 
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| Stranger to him , at Enmity with him, 


under the Power of DarkneG, and the 
Devil, ſerving divers Lufts and Pleaſures, 
haſtening to Hell, and liable to his Wrath. 
But hechoſe me out.of the World, ſtampt 
his Image upon me, pardoned my Sins, and 
imbraCt me in:the Arms of his unchange- 
able Love. O happy Change! and. yet how 
little did I. prize' his. Grace, , admire his 
Love, and. expreſs my own, or- protriote 
his Glory, and honour. him in the Eyes of 


_ others? How did I diſhotiour my Profe(- 


fion and holy Calling, as his Diſciple , by 
aggravated Apoſtacy? But herecovered me 
by Repentance, and healed my Back:ſlidings, 
and” received:;me graciouſly , 'becouſt te 
loyed me freely. O admirable Grace !* to 
ardon, and. ſave, and bring to_ Glory | 
uch an unthankful Fetch, as Thave been! 
to make ſuch a Difference between Me and 
Others, whom T knew on Earth !” that the 
ſime Power, which, makesthem'Miſerable,, 
now makes me Bleſſed ! th#t when they are . 
baniſhr from his Preſence into Everlaftin 
Deſtrudtion , 1 am admitted to beholt 
his Glory, and {hall dwell. with him for 
© A LB ens HO | 
, O, how.much.. more do I. now ſee and 
find; than everl believed, of .the Love of 
Chriſt, and' his promiſed Salvation _ 
Tf. . muc 
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; O O berry Society ! with whom we. 
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ll . more G orieus. _ the Perſon, of my 
Redeemer! « gr much. more. Excellent. i is * 


the heavenly State, than, ever I thoughe 
or expeced! ' I could not have imagined 
the tbouſandth thouſandth Part of that which 
T'now ſee and feel. I cannot bat admire, 
and ſpend an Eternity in. admiring , and 
prailing the incomparable Grace and Glory 
of my bleſſed Redeemer. 

Such. holy. Admiration will certainly 


produce the moſi_ thankful Adorations of 
_ our Lord Jeſus. Saying one to another, 


O Bleſs the Lord of Love and Glory! who 
humbled himſelf ſo low, as our Mediator, 


_ and hath exalted us ſo high, as the bleſſed 


Fruit of it! How can we ever. enough adore 
and praiſe him, who.condeſcended (o far, 
and hath done and: ſuffer'd ſo 'much for 
us? See how the holy Angels worſhip this 
King of Glory! and. have. not .every one 
of. us more reaſon to do ſo? Okt all the 
Quire of Heaven. celebrate his, glorious 
Love!. and let ys; his Redeemid ,. his Glo- 
Tified, ones fay. continually, . 'Let the Lars be 
magnified; who hath Joved us, and waſhed us 
om: onr Sins in bis own Blood,” and made us 
Kings and Prieſts unto God LY F athen, and 
through him ours. - , Bos 
O merciful Saviour! 0 glorious Ch 
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ſome of us remember when we lived toge- 
ther on-Earth ,-how we wept and prayed, 


and faſted and mourned together , how 
we ſuffered , and. complain'd , and fin'd 


together. O-. the marvellous Change our 
Redeemer hath now wrought for us, and 
in us! Theſe Bodies , theſe Souls, this 
Life, this-Place, this Company; theſe In- 
joyments , are not like thoſe:in yonder 
World. . But alas, who can deſcribe what 
Believers ſhall then'think and ſay: to extol 
theix Saviour ! How 'ſmall a Portion is it 
we underſtand of that World ? How lit- 
tle-can I conceive, and how much leſs:cx- 
preſs? Bleſſed be.God we know ſo much; 
as. the matter” of our joyful: Hopes 3 and 
for ever. Bleſſed be God, who hath promi- 
{ed and provided ſuch a Glory. for us, as 


cannot now. be fully known, 


What incxpretfible Sweetneſs . might - | 
Believers |taſt by rejoycing in Hope, did a 


more lively Faith realize all this: to: their 
Souls? We might: liſten as ic were to the 


Shouts and Acclamations of the Saints a- 
bove, and ſay Amen to their Thankſyj-. 


vings. We might behold them about the 


Throne of God., and of. the Lamb, with. 

Palms of Vifory in their Hands, a Crown - 

_ of Glory on-their Heads ,- and Songs of 
Pe: I Triumph 
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nally adore -our'Common Lord; We can 
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Trixmph in their. Mouths, ſaying, Alleſn- 
jabs * Worthy -art Thou,” O'Eurd;, "#0 receive 
Gary; and: Honopr, and Power, ' for-thou baſt 
created all: things, and for by ' Pleaſure 'they 

| thy is 'the 


art, 'and-:were_ created. © And” worthy i 
Lamb that was. ſlain, i to irecejve Power, and 
Riches, 'and Wiſdom, and Strength , arid Ho- 
Bleſſing, "Honour; Glory , and. Power *be unto 
hin who $itr-upon the Throne, ' and'#0 the Lamb, 
for ever and\ever. ' gd "<5 
Whence is it, O my Soxl! if indeed; I 
behieve: and expe: all-this z that I 'can 
Hear, 'and Redd, and Think, and Speak 
of theſe great Things; with no-rnore ardent 


Aﬀections; fuitable Preparatiohs,' inportu- | 


nate Prayers, and; vigorous:Defires? How 
ſhould the believing T houghts-of that Day 
-pramote : my; heavenly Mindedneſs, Self- 
| denial, Contempt of the World), Patience 
and':Perſeverance?; Quicken my Zeal, ſe- 
cure. my Stedfaſtreſs , and give” Life and 
' Spirit: to'my Prayers for the. haftening of 
it? How ſhould my Soul riſe towards Hea- 
- 2, by holy Love and Defire ? Aſcend 
- and meet him, get as near him as-I can, 

breathe after more of his Preſence, -and beg 
him.to prepoſſeſs my Heart, -t 
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UL Time and Fternity. 71 
his ſecond Coming by clearer diſcoverics 
of his Love, and-fuller Communications 
| - of his Grace? Even ſo, Come Lord 7e- 
; ſus : 


f _ XxIlv. 


Concerning the Examination of a man's Fleart 
and Life: the Reafonableneſs, Advantages, 
and Neceſſity of it. Some -Diredtion and 
Advice concerning the Time and Manner. 

That we may know in what Preparednels 

 weare fo ETERNITY. CO 


"Am haſtening every Year, every Day, 
| to-the period of: this Life; I mult fort- 
ly appear before my Glorious Judg z and - 
expcrience theſe Terrors or Comforts, this 
Bleſſedneſs or Miſery , which-T have: now 
read of. Shall IT not therefore 'inquire, 
which of the. two belongs to me? *Is it not 
worth conſidering, whither T muſt” go, 
and how 1 fhall fare, when I quic this Bo- ' 
dy? What'is like to be my next Habita- . 5 
tion? To which of the two unchangeable--- 
States I ſhall be adjudg'd ? Shall an Inquiry © 
of ſo much conſequence. be put off, 'ta an 
1 indefinite hereafter ? Do I not defire.te 
| know the worſt, while a remedy may be 
| found? Or am I content to dye, through 


£ 
1 
Es \ 24 AY 
we ” CAP WA, W, I "ayes FRE « ; p - F $ roy FP! 45 1 EI. 
Ea ve og), 8 SY 2.7" OG 1 ME id ta tb ord ets eo EIS 
(od, js s.- NY A OO HT Bon 1 A on EI dE pt beet as Get 8, Re P 
TIN, e's 1 DA IT" Ye FO "IN DARREN 9 TO Wn ES PREFER 4s PT ION 


an unwillingneſs to diſcover that I am 
\ Sick? The queſtion to be: reſolved, is of þ 
_ Infinite weight. Shall I not ſpend a_ few 
hours to know. what will become of me 
for ever? An error is more than | jor ung 
*tis eaſy. to miſtake; and the hazard of do- | } 
ing ſo is unſpeakably great. How many 
thouſands periſh om. even under the 
Light of the Goſpel, who never ſuſpected 
their Danger ? How ordinary, how com- 
mon a. thing is it , for Men to be thus de- 
ceived ! how ſucceſsful is the Devil in this 
ſtratagem againſt the Souls of Men! Is it 
not then a moſt criminal ſtupidity, to be 
contentedly ignorant, and unreſolved, whe- 
ther I am reconciled to God or no ; whe- 
ther I am led by the Fleſh or the Spirit; 
whether Iam inthe broad or narrow way, 
which lead to ſuch contrary ends ; that is, 
- whether, if I die in this condition, I ſhall 
be ſaved, or periſh ? Can ſuch an enquiry be 
frivolous or indifferent ? Is the ſubjet of it ſo 
contempiible, or my concern in it 10 ſmall, that 
it merits not to be attentively conſidered ? 
Shall I never ask my Soul, till I am leaving 
* this World, (the znfitteſt time of all to begin 
important an Aﬀair) what am I? to whom 
2 1 belong ?- whoſe Image do I bear ? how have 
T lived, and what do 1 do ? what do I love 
moſt-? what do I moſt conſtantly deſire, and ( 
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on Time and Fternity. 17} 
| choofe, and ſeek bow doth the Pulſe of my 
' Soul beat ? is it quickeſt towards God, or' to- 
wards the World ? whither am I going 7 what 
will be the final upſhot and iſſue of my.. preſent 

| courſe ? is it Heaven or Hell I muſt be tranſla- 

ted to by dying ? what ſecurity have I got for 

Eternal Life ? what proviſions bave I made? 
what foundation. bave T laid ? | 


How ſtrangely infatuated are moſt mer}, | 
who talk of an Everlafting Life as an Article 
of their Creed, and fay they count upon 
it that they.muſt dwell in Happineſs or Mi- 
ſery for ever; and ſeldom. or never be- 
think themſelves in good earneſt, and 
for any time , with a ſctled compoſed 
'exerciſe'of thoughts, which of thefe Two is 
like to be their -Lot. Or if they begin to 
ſearch and try themſelves, they come to no 
Concluſion, or conclude, too haſtily ; they 
pluck off the Plaiſter as ſoon as it begius to 
ſmart ; they are cither frighted with the 
horrid proſpect of paſt Crimes, or, having 
| eſcap'dthe groſſer Polfutions of the World, ' 
& Judge too favourably of their own eaſe, 
| They commonly do the work but by halves, 
and ſo go from the Glas, and forget what 
| manner of perſons they were. it +. 
'Let me therefore, O my Soul ! ſequeſter 

my {lf from the World, to commune with 
d 13 my 
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my own heart, to refle& upon my paſt life, 
and look into-my preſent ſtate, to. recalled 
and review the moſt conſiderable paſſages 
of my courſe and time- hitherto.. O how 
neglected. and difuſed. a Practice is this, 
which doth challenge and require our prin- 
cipal and moſt ſerions. Coneerns-about it-! 
And how many begin4t, and are diſcoura- 
ged, and leave off without reaching the 
end of ſuch an Enquiry ! - ORD 

' How much wiſe in this reſpe&- are the 
Children of this World, in their Generation, than 
the Children of Light ? Who is fo exact in 


his Accompts between God. and his own Sow!, - 


as Trades-men in their Dealings with one a- 
nother ? Who is at the pains to write down 
his Sinsand his Mercies ? the grownds of his 
Fear, and the encouragements of his Hope ? 
or keeps a Journal and Diary of his Spiritual 
State Who doth» at ſct times; once a 


Menth, or once a 2wartey, or even once a 


Tear, take a juſt view of Himſelf, his Heart, 
and Life, and State, as a Chriſtian; that he 
may {ee what he hath received, and done, 
What he owes.,and what he may expedt;that 
he may know whether he thrive or decay; 
whether he increaſe or decreaſe; whether he 
£0 backward or forward;. wherher, he be 
| Richer or Poorerthis year than the laſt? And 


Is it not a ſymptom that; you. are" declining, 


when 


=# 


:when- you love \not to examine TW * 


counts? I there riot grotmd'of jeatbufie and 


ſuſpicion, that yoware bebind ban, becauſe 
:you'are-loath to inquire, whether you are 


 orno? and 'utiwilling to know' the work 


of your Condition ? Nevertheleſs , with- 
out ſuch Enquiries, and bringing the matter 
to-'a Determination, at whit ; uncertainties 


muſt iwe live? and” how: unconceivable an 


hazard 'do-all' Hypocrites avid "unrenewed 
Sinners run?- And? how-teaſonable, how 
neceſſary i is it that we ſhould know, and 
in order to it, prove our felves? We muſt 
therefore beſtow Time and' ſerious Dili- 
gence about it, that'we may ex1mine mat- 
ters tothe bottoth, and come to fome Re- 
ſult ; fo that we way fortn a right Judg- 
ment'concerning our own cafe. 

He that would do it to- good purpoſe, 
muſt endeavour to underſtand clearly the 
terms-of the Covenant on God's part, and 
on ours : ' and: take care not Ee bs of 


himfalf 'by miſtaken rules 3 by a falſe Stan . 


dard;that God will not Jultifie 3 z. or by any 


ſich characters as will not conclude. But 


moſt men are zwilling to bring themſelves 
to'2 Trial, or. to let Conſcience deal Pagly 
and ' faithfully with thetn, They a ſtu- 
may 'ſeurss! 4nd ſee wy e the« neceſſity. of 
2 duty: "Ord do' at fee cet 

oy 
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They reſume = need not he; at that 
Trouble ; | or axe-{o- takea| up with-the | 
World, «by they, cannot-find; #-meand'lea- 
{ure for i it... And many men dareinot bring 
their Hearts and Ways to.a Trial. There 
is commonly ſome ſecret Loft indulg'd, 
which they are loath-to Jet go. But moſt 
2 809.0n in fn, -andperiſh Ecernally,. becauſe 
/ they think there is no:danger of periſhing : 
and never Repent, and make; their. Peace 
with God, becaule'they fancy and preſume 
*tis done already. | 

Therefore let me beg of . thee, whoever 
thou art, who readeſt this, to.put the caſe 


to. thy (elf, ſeriouſly to admit the doubt, 


whether you are not miſtaken 3 make the 
Suppoſe tion, that you have not hitherto ſuth- 


ciently conſidered the State of your Soul. 


You are confident: that all is well ; and there- 
upon are unwilling to examine farther : 
but for that very reaſon you ought to que- 
ſtion, whether it be ſo or not? Do but 
ask your ſelves . ſeriouſly , what is the 
ground pf your good, Opinion concerning 
your felt? For what reaſon can.you thus 
conclude? 

Did you ever ſeriouſly lay to heart the 
Charatters , and Deſcription;;, which ;the 
Scriptures. give, of thoſe whom Chrift will 
own. at the laſi ay ;.and of ſuch when 


| $\. -.: © ; oe 
on Time and Eternity, 1” 
he will reje& and reprobate? With un- 
feigned application-to: your own, caſe, have 


P 


you therewith, -prov*d your {elves ? and 


come to a ſetled Judgment; after a delibe- 
rate Enquiry ? And was the Conclufinn: to 
your Cornfort and Joy ? It ſo, what. in- 
fluence hath it ſince had upon your Heart 
and Life ? Hath it promoted Purity, Thauk- 
fulneſs, Heavenly-mindedne(s, Contumpt 


of this World, and fironger Defircs - after - 


the -Image , Love, and .Preſence of God, 
and the Glory of Chriſt? Moreover, con- 
ſider, .._- | 

Is not this a good while a-go? How 
have you behav'd your ' (elf ever fince ? 
Have you not reafon to' look back. with 
ſhame? If you but ſightlyexamin'd your ſelf 
formerly, reſolve to do it more effcually 
now : Review the fins you have been lince 
guilty of. And if you have not done any 
thing conſiderable of this kind, you ought 


now; to begin. It is ſeaſonable to begin 


the year by ſuch an Exerciſe, and it will te 
found of great uſe, in all the following 
parts of it : eſpecially when you come to 
examine your ſelf afreſh, in order to 
the Lord's Supper. For we ought fre- 
quently to reuew the {fad remembrance of 
our former Sins ; that from time to time 
we may renew our Repentance, Which is1he 

I 5 © work 


© 
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Ho ck of © our. Life : 6d not * one., day. 
b. And he that comes to the Sacrament; 'and 
6: will look no farther hack, than to the laſt | 
”; Communion, may poffjbly preſume too 
 - + much, that all was then as jt'ſhould be, 

and not be humble enough. 

If any one therefore. refolye i good 

earneſt upon an holy Life, and ferioufly de- 

rj to/ propre for Eternity, as it js neceſſa- 

2 general review of his Life, 

I Jefi ire him the beſt Counſel T 

can, m wdea: to it. 


It-may be adviſable, (a) if. you have not 
formerly begun this work, to. imploy one 
hour at leaſt in a Day; for ſeveral ys fol- 
|. lowing, in »riting down the moſt confidera- 
= ble. Paſſages of your Life you can remem- 
5 ber:, deiiring God's Aififtance: therein; 

and keeping your Eye upon your-End, in- © 
the whole; that is, thinking ſcriouſly-that 
*is'in order to Eternity, that:you now” ex-- - 
amine your f{elf, Chuſe a place of Retirc- | 
ment, andthe moſt convenient Time; that 
you may not be interrupted, and when 
your Heart. is moſt ſerious, Every man 
may divide his Life into ſeveral parts, as- 
from Tifancy till he left off going to School, 


i 


£ — (6) Vid. Mr. Baxter Saiucs Ref Þ. 3 | chap. 
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_# _ bbund'Kpptenice, or, ſerled'i in any 
kun 06 We Educ ion. _ From thence, il oxc 
ſym If a ty perſon, 
af wy; tht Eonidfitivn,*© Andfrom 
thence. to another remarkable Period; or 
to the preſent, Ul It may better atliit 
ſome. perſons "tmemory;, to-confider -che fe- 
veral Places, f thei": abode, -and* compute 
evi gs th them Th exch portibg' of 
©, FEC ole what "ſins you! Were moſt 
, add FA fo: "I what foſtances, ' withiwhat 
Fre requency, and ,with what other variqus 
Tp8327ations > you 'cormmitted *em.: ant 
what have bear the effects and' confiquenices 
of tals ns, to your ſelves, and. others, 
in order t( Repent aicey and godly Sorrow. 
Which muſt jor -be Ja dg'd* of* by. Tears; 
but. Griet, FB wart hatred. of Sin. Re- 
membring that no man is the better meerly 
for being cxamin'd, if there follows o0= 
thing after it,, *Tis in.oxder to a  Fudgement 
to be:paſs'd" upon our ſelves. *Tis ro ſearch 
out our own Iniquity , Our Beloved fin, in 
order to the mortification of it. "That Go-= 
liah muſt firft be ſlain, if ever” the other 
Phuliftims are conquered, In ſome it is 
Pride,” in others Worldlinefs, in ſome Un- 
cleanne(s,in others Drunkennels, Glutcony, 
. ©. That: you Way diſcover itz4obferve, _ 
What fin *tis you are moſt unwilling t6 
part 
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part. with: which. you. could, even, Wh 


: ti 
' were not forbi Nite 


quently occur z. eſpecial wi | alone : : firſt 
In the morning, and{ |: Y ef + 
moſ ding in Fer 'W 

hich an gle. d Conſticn as Et 


or at a Sacrament, or under i ome. ay 
affliction, Or on a. ick-bed, Se, * of is "ORR 


"Which the Tragdbd of your tac 
doth moſt incline to. .;" 

Which your Calling, Inploymeiir, Cot 
pany, and Converſe, adminiſter the great- 
eft Temptations for. 


That eſpecially, which hath the Throne 


work to. contrive fuel and opportunities for 
its ratification. 
Obſerve likewiſe what Paſſion was moſt 
Predominant in each Per:od of Time; or 'is 
yet fo; and what ill effes it hath. produ- 
ccd. Conſider ' farther what dangerous 
Temptations you have. met with : how you 
have fallen by 'em,” or been. inabled to.re- 
| *Gilt, 


Which you baveformialy en moſt ape 
> nw for, to extenuate 'or excuſe, a | 
& 


The thoughts. whereof do, moſt fre 


Kya, are 


moſt plainly told youof 3 pager {Sexinon, , 


of the Heart, and ſets all the faculties a - 
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- on Thme and Eternity. 


fifte- Conkoer !withal the Tame, and the 
Means, whereby God hath at any time for- 


merly. REM .convinc” t and, humbled 


you 3-; what. Purpoſes of Amendment, and 
Promiſes of Reformation you have ever 
made;. and how far you have, or have 
not perform'd *tm..  Recolle& likewiſe all 
the {pecial Mercies you have receiv'd from 


God inevery State and Period of your Life, 


in order to thankfyJneſs. The. laſt Sefton of 
theſe. Papers may. give you ſome aſliftance 
therein, and conſider what Returns you 
have , made to God , for all his Kind- 
neſs. | 

You. may do well to_ conſider your ſelf 


alſo, in the Relations you have ſtood to 0- 


thers 3. as Inferior, -Equal , or  Swperior 3 in 
Family, Church, or State; in your Cal 
ling, Profeſſion, Imployment, &c. And 
examine in what more notorious Inſtances , 
you have been faulty in your Relative Du- 
ties, How you. did ordinafily carsy it in 
your Place and Station; for that is the 
beſt, the trueſt Picture of a Man, which is 
ike him if his ordinary every days Habit. 
Particularly refle& upon the Sins you have 
committed in Company with others. By 
whoſe Example.you have been drawn to 


Sin.z who may probably have been temp- 


ted by yours, and bewail itz and' if the 
- Perſons 


= (Bra fir 


tmoft of Your 
tution, Tf any of your Contpantonr in .Sin 
are dead, and you fear dyed withour Re- 
tumble. yout” {clf. particularly 
Pele Gt Ghia: for hayi ing” g conttibured'cotheir 
| Damnation, 't vo: of 'fome' bt have 
.made fuch's Catdlo of of their Sing, with 
the moft obſervable Apggravarions of them ; 
which they os  eefery'* Md fre- 
queridy review'd, to keep them Hamble, 
Penitent , Watchful ; and Thankful 5:arid 
on. forge yecafions' of feeret Hitthiliatibn , 
have” ſpread "them before” the Lord ©( as 
jab 41d. the writing of his Enemy) 
covering - themfelves © with . Shame - and 
- Confuſion of wh conſidering what hey 
Ent Herd, d thence. admiring, 
J Filee-C "Gra 


ce ; in the wo 
þ: mn Ealtive q through the B 
Chlirift,”- 
©" Examine me, O' Lord, ard prove me; ty 
my Rei, and my Heart, for thy Loving kind- 
neſs 3s before” mine Eyes , and I will jor. in 
why Truth. Than haſt ſearched me ,. 0. 
and known .me ; than kiiowelt my Thong 
far off ;, all'my ſecret Sins are in the. Light of 
thy. Conntenanee ; ld thou © art © acquaiiited 
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: with all my ways. z fet my Si ; arder before a 
| me, the 1 may; R Reper, 2 fo he them. 

| Show me mine Infirmities aud Weakpeſſes, that 1 
nay. watch. againſt them, And. tegth me to 
Fudge and Condemm my ſelf, that Ln may not be 
Judges! of #he Lord , or condemned, with the 


” ». 3, but het” 
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Him Chritians zabt to. examine FUE Decays 
of Grace. and Piety. The greatneſs of thay 
Sin, and of their Loſs _ ſuch a Declen- 
fion-:. God's Diſpleaſure » and departure 
farm then, conſidered, to awakgn 01 
of a Recovery: In what. mannen the Fai 
of Adherence -may. be aited, by, one, who 
bath no Afſurance. 
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j 
T Jet -bat. be of uſe to Believers: alſo, 
£ io, at ſtated Tg to, cxamine CES 
I}! — concernin their Lan ings an ay 
|: in Grace, Gas COgp het Fat Love, 4 mw 
'F a. Spirit. of Indifferency and Le T WY 
1 neſs, :diſoxderly walking or. Ws jronug, \." 
whether. gray Hairy are not here and there there 
on them, aud they know. it not, . For Gox 


2a) ently be pexceiv'd, --An { 
Lone kind of AgUPALy in Duty, may: be 
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continued upon falſe Principles , and from 
| on Aifiſtance, while a Chriſtian, as 
to his Phitual State, may be under a dan- 


| {xa Conſumption.” *Tis not difficult 


or others to obſerve. it, ſome times, and 
would' be viſible enough to themſelves , 
would they ſpare a few hours to examine 
the matter. The Puniſhment of ſuch Back- 
flidings, the loſs of the quickning and 


. comforting Preſence of the Holy Spirit, 
deſerves likewiſe to be inquir'd into, in or- 


der toa ſpeedy Remedy, and ſhould enforce 
the Counſel. 

- . T mean not barely the Ebbing._ of Aﬀe- 
Hons in the Duties of_ Religion, or: the 
want of Life, and quickning from ſenſible 
Conſolations, which new Converts, (eſpeci- 


ally fuch as have been reclaim'd from a 


courſe of notorious Impiecty ) have more 
of at. firſt than afterwaxds. This doxbrin k; 


Chriſtians ſhould particularly take notice © 
by the Inſtance of the Prodigal, who was 
extraordinarily feafted at his firft return, 


—þut was. doubtleſs contented afterwards 


with the ordinary Proviſions of his Fathers 


houſe. Neither doth Gol diſpence the 


fame meaſure to all alike, nor to any alike 
at.all Times: Some, who are called'to grea- 


ter Services and Sufferings, than others , 


or had er Conflicts before Convegtion, 


may. 
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may have a greater ſhare than the reſt. of 
tligir Brethren: Neither will the ſame 'de- 
gree of Grace irparted to ſome Perſons, fo 
diſcernably. move: and comtort, as it-will 
-do ſome others of a different Temper. 
*Tis not therefore ſo much to be the mat- 


' ter of our Enquiry, (if at all it need. to 


be ſo) whether we have more or.leſs of 


- ſenſible Joy in the performance of Duty. 


But 17's | 
Whether we are not fallen and declin'd, 
as to the inward vital As of Grace, -and in 
the outward Fruits of Holineſs. Whether 
we. have ſuch clear convincing Apprehen- 
ſions of: Divine and Spiritual Truths, and 
the Myftcries of the Goſpel, as formerly ; 
whether our” minds are not become more 
vain and heedleſs; whether our Knowledg 
of God ,. and: of the Revelations of his 
Will, be as powerful and efficacious upon our 


Hearts and Lives, as heretofore z whether- 


there beno leſs Frequency, : leſs 'Confiftency, 


leſs inward Satisfaction in holy - ſerious” 


Thoughts ; than - formerly, You : were 
wont to pray and endeavour, that God 
might be firſt and laft in your Thoughts 
every. day, and by frequent Ejaculations in 
civil Aﬀairs, to maintain a dayly.converſe 
with God ; but now . you mind. not whie- 
ther it be ſo.or:not.z yea, you cannot but 
'©\& 27 os TS know, 
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know; that/it is notthus, with you. ill, It 


-Was ONCE bo Burden to be; peſierd-with | 
fooliſh) tlth! 


.z; wotldly 5 vain. Thoughts, 
'efpecially on the. Lord's. Day , or in the 
Worlhip of God); you: rejected -and' diſ- 
own'd/ them; you lamented- and pray'd a- 
gainſt them 3. do ſo much as.examine, whe- 
ther-it-be-thus ſtill. ai 1 
._ Conliderall:your  AfeGtons,, and. their 
ſeveral Objedts ; and ſee whether. a -cri- 
minal-Lukewarmneſs hath. not. difflis?d it 
{tf into- every of them. Examine eve- 
ry Grace; and ſee whether your. Faith, 


Hope, Love, holy Delires, and: Delight in 


Gad.be not tniſerably abated; as to the 
ſtrength and vigor, the efficacy, and fre- 
quent exercxe 'of; every of: them 3; {0- that 
your” Thoughts: of God: are few, cold , 
oo Ry without. defire, delight arid 
oOVes 
-::Conſider the Opportmnities of 'Publick Wore 
ſnip, and ſolemn Occaſions: of. approaching 
thei Divine Preſence: Ave-they as: mach the 
deftre of your Souls; andthe rejoycing of 
your Hearts as once they were? 'Are' you 
not more eaſily -divetted' from them, leſs 
fatisf'd and refreſhtiby them ?: Are-not all 
Goſpel Ordinances lefs:powetful and-quick- 
ning ; \and''[yoar” / profit and: advange 
thereby. unſpeakably kefs::thew- —_— 


_ os. Zime and. Eternity. #87 


Doyou hunger and thirſt, and pant as the 
Hart aftex the Water-bxooks, .todraw _ 
to.God,, and come: into his Cousts2, D 

you, make. Conſcience of preparing: befoxe 
hand ? Do you:come with a real-delire,,and 
deſign, and. expectation of profiting, and 
bettering, your. Spirits ? Do. you joyn-in 


eyery:part of Divine worſhip, with that at- 


tention, ſeriouſneſs', and compoſure- of 
mind. and tafte: the ſweetneſs-and benefit 


of ſuch ſolemnities, as formerly? Are ſuch 


ſexvices performed with that Awe of God. 
with that -Humility, Fervency, and Intenſ- 
nels. of Spirit, as ſometimes. they were ? 
Are- you- not-more negligent and uncon- 
cern'd before and after, whether. you find 
any thing of this or no? Tho-your Defires 
are weak, your Hearts flat, your Thoughts 
wandring, ,, your Spirits trifling, ſo -the 
work. be done; and the duty be over; (in 
how. formal., cuſtomary., and (careleſs a 
manner, ſoever it be.) you confider it-not, 
you lay it not_ to Heart, you reflec: not 
apon it, you bewail. it not, or at- leaſt are 
better contented and ſooner quieted; and 
take leſs notice of the frame of your Heart 
in. ſuch Duties, than. formerly ? 

., Examine fartbex, how *tis-with, you as 
to. the, great diſtinguiſhing Dutzes 'of--an- up- 


xight; Chriſtian ; (if: perfarmed, as ; they 


ought 


# 


= OY. EIS FOE ar + & 0 ; KEE 
ds be AS FIG Ft Hee WITS ves ta 8. 
A RE eds ONLY $3 D99e'Þ bn. - ths ” ; : y vo 
MEI WS. $5 ed WE RNONS - "we : ' : "I 
4 p : © . 
% my I : . > : * 
2 'Y a ba 5 a "=. — ; - i n 
- . » dy 4 * 
al - ». * = bf *> $- "F % d 
at 3 Sg R Fr I Py 
© 4g OO p , 
4 - : * ; 4 
o FY F- ky 
Sz c ] 
* 
" * 
i # 
© % - 


ought to be ) I mean'Seeret Prayer and Me- 
detation : Are you as ftri& and careful, con-. 
"Rant and Conſcientious ,” frequent and 
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abundant in theſe, as formerly ? May not 
our Cloſets and places of Retirement wit- 
neſs. againſt us ? How ſeldome are we 
there ? How quickly are we gone? How 
eaſily diverted? How ſoon tired ? How do 
we trifle in that work, and ſhuffle it over, 
and take-up with the ſhadow and image of 
Prayer? Our former humble and importu- 
nate Prayers, joyful Thankſgivings,: and 
ſweet Contemplation. of the Myſteries of 
Religion, compared with our preſent dayly 
practice, will teſtifie that we are declin'd 
and fallen; ; 

Moreover confider the Evil of Sin, and 
how your Heart ſtands affected .to it. Is 
not your Hatred of Sin, and Zeal againſ 
it, much decayed? eſpecially with reſpe&t 
-to inward Spiritual fins, ſuch as the ſecret 
workings of unbelief, and diſtruſt; pride, 
envy, uncharitableneſs, &c. Do you bewail 
it, ſtrive againſt it, and ſhun the occaſions, 
and fear the temptations that may lead you 
IntoSin, as once you did ? Have you not 
loſt much of | that tenderneſs, and holy 
Jealouſy over your heart and ways, you 
formerly had? Doyou not now make more 
bold with Temptation ? ' Are | you'' not 

| oftner 


, 


on Time and Eternity. 1 9 '0 


oftner conquered ?- and with leſs Relu- 
ance ? and by ſmaller Temptations ? &e, 

Are you not more Unſerviceable ? Root 
and Fruit in| a withering condition ? God 
leſs Honour'd , and others leſs profited, 
and edited by your Example and Life 2 
Do you not adhere more to the world ? 
conform to it, and comply with it in many 
things, which formerly you durſt not have 
done? and are every day waxing worſe? 
Make a pauſe a while, and bethink your 
ſelf, what this will come to at laſt? When 
even the little Good that remains, is ready 


' todye. 


May I not ask ſach Chriſtians, or deſire 
them to ask themſelves ; What is already. 
the effe& and conſequence of this Declen- 
ſion ? Is not God's Spirit removed, and 
the Light of his Countenance Eclipſed? 
Yea as to many of- them, are Re not-un- 
der fad apprehenſions of God's diſpleaſure? - 
Do they not feel the terrors of the:Lord ? 
Do they not walk heavily from day to day? 
They that could once converſe with God on 
all occaſions as a Friend, ' and a Father, do 
now think of God and are troubled : 
Thick Darkneſs doth incompaſs them 
round about: They have loſt the ſenſe of 
his Love , the comforts of his preſence, 


and their Song in the night, and ſee no re-: 


lief. 
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190 Devon? RefleFtions 

lizf,”- This is a'ttiore hopeful caſe however, 
than zbeirr, who are imder © great Back- 
ſidings and Deſertion,' and hardly ſenſible 
of 'it; ' To awaken and affiſt both; 'Con- 
ſider 'T beſtech ' you, ' whence you are fallen, 
"and*what you have loſt, and what will be 


the iſſue of this; if Sickneſs, or ſome '] 


{mare Aﬀidction overtake you; or if you 
ſhonld-dye in this condition. And inquire 
ſerioufly, and preſently, ' into the cawſe of all 
thisEvil: for-a"fewtranfient thoughts will 
notaffe& the Heart and perſuade to Attion. 
And do it preſently, becaufe by every delay 
your work will be the harder, your dan- 
ger the greater, and your recovery the 
more difficult, 'Refle& upon'the'Sinfilneſs 
as well as Afiidion of this caſe. Know that 
you have difpleaſed God, and'run from 
him, negle&ed* his Preſence, andgriev'd 
his Spirit, and in'what Inſtances you have 
done ſo; that hath made him weary of his 


dwelling : what Ordinances you have ' 


ſlighted ; what Duties you have omitted ; 
what fins you have given way to in order 
to Repentance and deep Humiliation. 

- Can you contentedly fit till, with this di(- 
mal State of things ? while God hath ſome- 
what” ( yea a great deal indeed )* againſt 
you, for baving left your firſt Love? Will you 
not endeavour ' to- remove that, which 
Dy ns hath 


hath made fach a ſeparation' between:God 
and: you , and brought you' thus low? 
What Communion'with-God; what Com- 


-munications of his Grace, 'what' Influences -, 
of his Spirit, and Evidencesof his Favour ___ 


have you-loſt? And will you not-acknow- 


-| ledg your Iniqnity, and abaſe your ſglves 
in the'Daſt, /and:return +to the Lord, -and 


do your'firft works ? - that ' he may heal 
your 'Backflidings, -and -receive/ you 'gra- 
ciouſly-z 'that- you may again take hold'of 
his Covenant, and be at Peace with him. 

But to be at Peace with God, is not-the 
whole of your Concern, you need not only - 
a Pardon, but a Phyſician to heal you; as 
doth a Malefa&or, that is not only liable 
to the Law, but deſperately -fick. Your 
State is ſinfel, and dangerous, as well 'as 
troubleſome, From performing duties in 
ſuch a manner as-you now do, you may 
quickly be Tempted to let them altogether _ 
alone. God may be fo far provok'd 'to 
ſaffer-Satan to-make attempts upon you of 
that kind: (and he is forward-enough to- 
make uſe of ſuch an opportunity, to try all 
his Snares and Stratagems againſt you: _) 
till he prevail with you, to think hardly of 
God himſelf, * unthankfully to overlook 


 *:Vid, Mr. Gilpin of Temptation. p. 2, chap. 6- 
| all 
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all his former: kindneſſes,  to/put the work 


Interpretation:that can/be upon all his Pro- 
vidences 3. to diſtruſt and quarrel with him, 


% 


Mercy were'clean yore for ever, and there 
were no-hope- left, for one in your caſe: 
and fo run intoDeſperation, and through the 
ſubtlety and- violence of Satan's Tempta- 
tions, try the: moſt fooliſh and unlawful 
means for eaſe and cure either; open Li- 
centiouſnels ,- or it may be- Self-Murder. 


Therefore ſpeedy preſent Repentance is 
neceſlary , to find out, and mortifie every 
Corruption, and that eſpecially, which Con- 


ſcience. tells us, you have moſt indulg'd ; 
from whence your Diſtreſs doth principally 
ariſe : Confefting your ſin freely., fully , 
and without reſerve, and waiting'on God 
in the diligent uſe of all means, for 
the recovery of - that which you have loſt: 
and Juſtifying. God in his Righteouſneſs, 
Truth, Wiſdom, | Holineſs, in all his Re- 
bukes. - That you may regain- a Spirit of 
Prayer , and taſte the ſweetneſs, vertue, 


and efficacy of every Duty,” and of every 


Ordinance; -and God may give you the 
Garment of Praiſe for the Spirit of -Heavineſs, 
and the Joy of the Lord may be your Strength, 


+ for future ſervice and ſuffering, 


| In 
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In the:tmeanitime,,do not caſt away-your 
Hopes tinttho you have (too juſtly )depriv'd 
your:{tf-.of the-Paith of Aſſurance, yet in- 


1 deavour toqmaintain; and exerciſe'the Faith 


of | Adherence.-(.a.)). +Say unto God , that 
:becauſe vhere-15 fargiveneſs with him, therefore 
bes 40ibei feared. My ſin is not too great 
tobe; forgiven. : *Tis:not. *be Unpardonable 
:$#:-f0r\4:deſire-to!/ repent, and am re- 
Aalvid-to return. ; 1-will ſtill cleave to the 
;Lord,: and wait upon him, and follow hard 
-after him, 'and take no other courſe for De- 
\liverance and:Comfort, - Mine is nota ſin- 
\gleCaſe:-:I am not the. only Soul that, hath 
-beej-{ſo.dufirefied, and yet found. relief, by 
eckingaunto God. -- *Tis therefore: good far 


| | we to bope, and quietly wait for the Salvation 


. of -God (b). - [I will draw-near. to God 3 
I will:lye at his: foot 3 .and continue-in all 
.ways of Worſhip and Duty, wherein I may 
: hope to meet with-the quickning, and com- 
fort, of his Spirit : I will ſeek relief; from 
'no-other-3 1 will-keep as near him/as;Ican ; 
whither elſe (hall: L go, 'he- alone: bath tbe 
words of Eternal Life, he alone can create 
( what is the fruit of his own lips ) ' Peace, 
- Peace. © 


A 
A—_—— head 


( 4) Vid Dr. Owen on Pf, 130. 2. 
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'* _ Pane encoura aare=- elf in the ode 
ration/of his'Ge H'Grace, and; the' pro» 
babilities of his-ſpectal-Eove: "Wor, 
ct my former: neces, when” had | 
"ſome hope;' through Grace, contetning | 
'my Adoption: T will remember the years of 
#be right band of the-moſt High. Tf God: will 
give me ſo-much'Grace as to-continue wai- 
-ting, T will hope;! Rill::afd though. walk-in 
dar neſs; "and fee litHe-of no t; Twill ſts 
my ſelf upon the Lord, ' And © by the want 
-of ſenſible Conſolation he will make me 
-more humble, 'and-keep me in- a” greater 
Submiſſion to his will, I will blefs his holy 
'Namie'; | and derive miore comfortable hope 
"from thence, than from the moſt fweet and | 
' ſenſible Conſiderations T ever . had'y; and 
look upon Humility, -Self-denial, Depen- 
dance on God, Relignation to him, and 
' Hatred of fin, as a better ſign'of his Lowe, 
- than the _—_— fervors of Aﬀection i in his 
. ſervice can 

Oh' that I had formerly done: as much 
| for Holineſs,as Thave for Comfort | by the en- 
' joyment ofthe one, T ſhould have had more | 
of the other: the Exerciſe of Grace would 
hays diſcoyer'd the Truth of it, Lec n me 


— 


* Vid. Mr. Baxter” Method for FO of Con« 
TOP: * there- 


CR 


on Time and Eternity: 195 
de- | therefore accuſe and condemn my elf; buc 
ro, | fiill truſt, and love God, and wait upon 
ol-1 him. Let me reſolve never to chooſe a 

df] - new Lord or Maſter. . Or take up with any 
ng Portion beneath God himſelf; or any way 
p of Hope 'or Salvation, but by J. Chriſt, 
my only Saviour ; neither let me forfake 
the way of Faith and Holineſs, for all the 
hopes and Happineſs of this World, if put 
"fo My choice. ' But be always able to ſay, 
C Blefſed be God I now can _) that T will 
return to my former Husband, for then it was 
better with me than now. I had peace and re=- 
- * freſhment in my former ways, I will xeturn 
to them. Lord, forſake me not wterly ! Keep 
' not thine Anger for ever: © Caſt me not away 
from thy preſence,and takg not thy FL Spirit from 
me: Reſtore unto me the Joy of thy Salvation, 
that my Heart may he mlarged to praiſe thy 
name, and to run the way of thy Commungsr 
Ment. | GT id Bed: 


LY 
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"Confellion of Sin, Humiliation » and Re- 
 Pentance / muſt follow upon Self-Examina- 
tion. Advice concerning - Repentance of 
ome paxticular Backiliding, The great 
Perplexity , and Diſtreſs of a 'Penitent 
Sinner repreſented; as a Caution againſt re- 
rurning to Foly. 


BG fa we may turn unto the Lord, is the 
E end of ſearching and trying our Ways. 
— Et þ! I . have been: ſearching my. Heart, 
b:.. and. .con nlerivg ty, ways, but can find 
1 a" no gag; neither can 1 diſcover 
"RIG is epi in both. . But I'tind: enough 

= make my.own Heart condemn me, and 
hou, .who "art. greater than my Heart, and | 
knoweſt all things, maiſt much more con- 
B emn me. I am altogether unclean, pol- 
"he lated, and abominable. | 
Ef If. I go about to enumerate the Sins of J 
my Thoughts, Words, and Actions, in | 
all the periods of my Life hitherto; if T |] 
conſider my Omiſſions of Duty, and dayly.:;-'| 
Crimes by actual Commithon ; if I reflect 
upon my Sins according to their reſpective 
Tours as cither againtt Thee, O God, and 
againſt my Neighbour, ard againſt my "= 
| 0u 
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Soul or Bady; and compare” my Heart and 
Life with thy firict and. holy Law, and 
think'in how many Inſtances Thave tranf- 
greſt, every of thy Righteous Command- 
ments : I find they are more than the hairs 
on 'my head, they cannot be number'd. 
Who can tell bow oft he hath offended ? Many 
of my fins make little Impreſſion on my 
Memory, (1 obſerve them not, I remember 
them not_): but this hinders not, but they 
may make deep Impreſſion on my Conſcience, 


. Which will one day be awake, and ſet them 


iorder before me; and they are all writ- 
ten in thy Book of Remembrance, in order 
to my final Judgment. All my fins are be- 
fore thee : but thou requirefſt my humble 
Confeſſion of them, in order to Repentance ; 
and as a part thereof , that I freely ac- 
knowledg their hginous exgrayativen to 
ſhame, and humble my ſelt the more be- 
fore thee, whom I have offended and pro- 
vok'd. 

How long did I ſerve divers Luſts and 
Pleaſures, with the negle& and forgetful- 
neſs of God ? How ſad a profpe& may I 
take of the far greateſt part of my Life paſt? 
Eſpecially of my younger years, which have 
been trif'd away in vanity and folly? And 
fnce I have known the way of Truth, 
how ſhamefhully have T prevaricated with 

_—_— 4 God? 
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God? I am confounded to confi der, how. 


often I have deſpiſed the Commandment, , 
and rebelled a ag the Light z againſt the, 
Principles of Education, = the checks of 
Conſcience, frequent warnings from God, 
and reproofs from Othersz contrary,to my 
Profettion , and Experience, contrary to 
the obligation of peculiar Mercies, ſolemn 
Promiſes, Reſolutions, and Engagements, 
and a nearer Relation to God than many 
othcrs z; Which ſins have more diſhonor'd 
my Lord, diſcreditzd his H. Goſpc1,, gra- 
tin'd the Devil ſcandaliz'd. the world, and 
ftrengthen'd the hands of the ungodly, than 
the fins of others. And alas! How much 
of my precious Time .is ths gone, which 
if duely improv'd, would zow afford me 


comfort to review. 
How much Guilt have I contracted 


every Tear, particularly in th laſt? I now. 
begin another, which will ſoon be gone as 


that which was concluded yeſterday. And 
ſhall I only advance in Age, to . increaſe 
the number of my fins, and heighten my 
Account againſt the Day of Reckoning ? 
In Temporal and Civil Afﬀairs Day nto 
Day uttereth knowledg, ond Night wnto Night 
zeacheth Wiſdom. We are Taught by 

rience many uſeful Leſſons which we. ſhould 


not elle have learnt; to reform many Er- 
rors 
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rors and. miſtakes, to corre> many raſh 


and: fooliſh, :Adtions: 'and' Speeches, *&c. 
And thall 1: not tearn wiſdom by the Ex- 


| perience .of | another year, in 'what concerns 


my greateſt, my Eternal Intereſt ? ' Shall 
not the refle&ion on my paſt ſins prevent 
my Commithon of the like ? EG pecially. 
conlidering how my fins are aggravated by 
every Mercy I have received” by every {f- 
flaftion T have undergone ; every awaken- 
ing Sermon 1 have heard ; every motion of 
God's Spirit, and every check of my own 
Conſcience that | have reſiſted; every offer 
of His Gracez every warning of his Provi- 
dence; every invitation- and call. of | his 
Word; every purpoſe to Repent, and every 
reſolution I have made to forſake fin: The 
greater knowledg I have had of my danger, 
the longer time I have deliberated about it ; 
the oftner I have confeſs*d my fin, and been. 
ſorry for it; every reproof I have had from 
others, and every promiſe I have made my 
ſelf, doth aggravate and encreale my. 
Guile, 

How many Years hath God vouchſafed-. 
me to work out my Salvation ? but how 
little have I done towards it ? Had I died 
this laſt year, how unprepar'd mult” have: 
made:my Appearance before his Tribungl?\ 
What opportunities -q doingand recgiving, 


4 % g00Uu 


more  my'bulinel$.: to ſeemiReligiaus; ithan: 
really to be {o?; Howrmuchof: theiPatience 


of '/God - have» abusd:? -rdfuling his: calls: 
to Repentance , refiſting [the firivings oh | 
his Spirit, ſmothering my Conviftions; and: | 


turning:the Grace of God:intoiwantonnefs? 
Inſtead: of returning gratitude! forall. his 
Love, 'I haye repeated: my. Tranſgrethons 
after Forgiveneſs ::and gone in. a rele, of 
Repenting and-Sinning, even. to this'day. 


Lord, I am aſhamyd, and: lay my felf' in the 
duſt before thee. To me belongs nothing) 

| but ſhame and confuſion of, Face. TE God: | 
ſhould condemn-and- puniſh'me as:a Rebel; 


and'a Traytor, and give me the: Portion 


of Hypocrites, / I'cannot' butrowrl his: Zt« 


flice even in Hell'I-muſt! do it; with my: 
flaming Tongue and Breath, 

O Spare me for thy mercies ſake! Enter 
not into Fudament' with thy ſervant, for in thy 
fight ſhall:-no fleſh living be juſtified s* if Tho 
lay Judgment © 10 the Line, and Equity» to. the 
Plummet. Give me Repentance unto. life, 
never to be repented of, never to- be retradted 

in. Bring: me to the Blood: of Feſus, 
which cleanſeth from alt fin: - Behold the 
ghings of a contrite-Spirit :; For F ackzows+ 
dy my Tranſgreſſions unto thee, againft whom 
Lhavefuned : © Lord, forgive the Iniquity if 

| my 


Sood | have I et- ſlip?: Have I not 'made: it | 
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my Sin. 1 am unworthy to. lift up ny 
Hands and Eyes towards Heaven, unwor- 
thy to be called thy Son, or*thy Servant : 
I am vile in mine own eyes, becauſe 1 have 
made my felf vile in thine. For this 1 
am troubled, and- mourn, and my Soul is 
grieved within me. 

O thou Heavenly Phyſician of Souls ! from 
thy Pity alone I expeX. my cure, I am 
miſerable and undone without thy Com- 
paſſion; and. expe& no relief but from 
the Treaſure of thy Grace. I mutt periſh, 
and fink under the burden of Sin, if thy 
merciful hand do not ſave me, and lift me 
up. I am intangled and inſnar'd by the 
Devil and my Luſts, and without thy Sucs 
cour can never hope to get free, O Lord 
forgive my Sin , and heal my Soul; Deliver 


and ſave me for thy Mercies ſake. 


May I not yet hope in thy Mercy? Thou 
haſt mercifully born with me hitherto :; 
thou. calleft 'me to. repent z thou com- 
mandeſt me to return, and promiſett to 
forgive thole Sins which are confeſſed and 
forſaken; O do not caſt me out of thy 
Sight and Preſence, now. I delire from the 
bottom of my Heart to return to thee! 7 
abhor. my ſelf in duſt and aſhes, for my paſk 
Iniquities. . But alas! ſuch. is the hardnels 
of- my Impenitent Heart, that I am even 

«4 alham'd 


- ” "OYY - ET oy 4s 9% OR OE EL 4 3 
z o 5. 7 . |} rk Pe x 6, OI OO IR I ED % - - aa;S, 
, be: G OF. i... et es As 4 4 48 ES 5 woe ty RIPON vo {Rs OT.» RES Of , >. 
kad ae 37- as FS ted 0, I = EFT TO oe FRET IR bs hd i A 4 , : ; * +: 
” Re Ls ALY REO a 0s nr ib nk A Or de TAS Bs ew 3 4 
Y 7 FRI ta % A 5%. #1 ; Wes , ; : | 
> : j ' s 7 wa L 
44 Se 95 "a . % " 4 
z£ Y R Me * - ot 4 
4 : . 4 d 
1B *; -« o « A 36.54 # r1 
bl a 4 KI 6 
Y 5 
x 
g 
\ 
4 
8 


aſham'd of my humbleſt Repentance : how 
much more may God deſpiſe and reject it? 
But haſt thou not given thy Blefſed Son'to 
dye for Sinners? and exalted him to this 
very end, to be a Prince and a Saviour, to 
give Repentance, and Remiſſion of Sins ? And 
bythe word of thy Grace, thou beſeecheſt 
all, (even the Greateſt Sinners) to accept 
of mercy ; and art more willing to pardon, 
than we can be to Repent. *Tis thy De- 
light and Glory, agreeable to thy Nature, 
and declared Name, as a God gracious, and 
merciful, ſlow to Anger and of great Kind- 
neſs, forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion, and Sin. 
O Pardon mine Iniquity for it is great 3 and 
receive an humble Penitent, who implores 
thy Grace, according to the Tenor of thy 
new Covenant , flying to the arms of thy 
Mercy, through the merits of feſus Chrift, 
who is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come 
#nto God by him. fe Ts 
Lord, hear my Prayer, and -let not the 
mixture of my weakneſſes ' and unworthi- 
neſs turn it into Sin: but graciouſly vouch- 
fafe to look upon a returning Prodigal ; and 
cauſe me -to hear the voice of Joy and 
Gladneſs, that my ſorrowfut Heart may be 
comforted, and my. life be dire&edto thy 
Praife. Lead me into'the path of life, that 


I may no longer err from the way of thy 
| Co 


me 
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| Commandments :- Teach me to do'-thy; 


Will, O God, and: write thy Law:upon! 
my Heart, thatI may never more retwrnto; 
Folly. I am'convinc*t of the Evil of Sin,- 
of thy Right to govern me, of the Equity' 
and Juſtice of thy Law, of the (weernels; 
and rewards of keeping thy precepts: O 
ſandihe my Heart, and make 'me Sound in 
thy Statutes, that T may hate: every falſe 
way, and be devoted to thy Fear, the re- 
mainder of my Life, 

It there be any particular Luſt, or Wick- 
edneſs, which through the power of Tem- 
tation, and the-deceitfulneſs of- Sin you 
have fallen into; that hath waſted Conſci- 
ence, and rob'd you of your Peace, and 
provok't God to write bitter things againſt 
you 3 be ſure to humble your ſelf with- 
out delay in an eſpecial manner. for that 
Backſliding : Confeſs it freely,» with its 
aggravations»> Conſider whether it was 
not after fome ſpecial manifeltation- of 
God's Love, after ſome {pecial warning, 
ſome ſtrong Conviction, under or foon 
after ſome great Aﬀiction from-God, or 
fome more than ordinary kindneſs of his 
Providence ,* &c. ' And impreſs ſuch 


" Thoughts, to humble your felt the. lower, 


fearch into the grounds and cauſes of ſuch 


Apoſtacy, ſuch as the abatement of your 
” Watrch- 
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Watchfulneſs, the'negle& of. ſerious cloſet 
Devotion, making bold[with Temptation, 
too great compliance with vain Company, 
venturing too far in lawful or indifferent 
Things , tov much Confidence m your 
own Wiſdom, Strength, and ſtedfaſtneſs, 
not fearing ſufficiently the Approaches and 
Beginnings of: Sin, or. avoiding. the fuel, 
incentives, and: occaſions of. it, &:c. Pal- 
hate and diſguiſe nothing, that may make 


your fin exceeding ſinful, Je by ſome lit- 


tle Art of the Devil, you deceive, your ſelf 
by an half-Repentances, and the Evil Spirit, 
you think to be caft out, return again, with 
ſeven worſe than himſelf, and ſo your latter 
end be worſe than your Beginning. For 
if the fin be: not truly hated, but only co- 
ver'd over with penitential Aſhes, it will 
quickly flame out again, when it meets 


with combuſtible matter, and a fſirong 


blaſt of Temptation, | 

But if you are griev'd tothe very Heart, 
and abhor the Sin, and: reſolve to quit it, 
you need not doubt-of God's readineſs to 
receive you to Mercy. His Spirit is yet 


_ 'firiving with you, if you are willing to 


Repent,, and return to God. He ſought 
you, and call'd you'to return, when you 
were wandring as a loſt ſheep in the broad 
Way ; and can you think, he will not be 

foun] 
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found of. you, if you ſeek him with your 
whole Heart ? Therefore ' renew your Re- 


pentance; arid*beg more carneſily a Spirit of 


Humility, Holy Fear, and: Watchfulnefs : 
And every morning implore Divine fuc- 
cours againſt that Sin, and all Temptations 
to it. (Which, as much as poſſible, you muſt 
avoid.) Canſtant and: fervent Prayer, after 
Repentanice, muſt be your refuge, and your 
Remedy. , If you let fall your hands, 
this Amaleck, ' will prevail again : As ſoon 
and as far as you fail in the conftancy, and 
fervency of that Duty , your Sin will 
get ſtrength, and ſacceſsfully attempt you 
another Time, But by this pra&tiſe, God 


may turn Evil to work for Good, make 


you gain by your loſs, ſtand the faſter by 
your Falls, and become ſtronger by the di- 
{covery of your weakneſs, and fo be better 
eftabliſht for the future. | | 
But take heed that you pervert not the 
Grace of God, *and encourage your ſelf to 
ſin again by the ſuppoſition \ that if: you 
ſhould Fall, *tis but to Repent, and renew - 
your Reſolutions, and all will be well. This 
is a ſubtle Artifice of Satan, but ſuch me- 


thinks., as ſhould take with none, who 


have ever known by Experience, what it is 


"to Repent, "Who have'felt/ the 'burden'of 


Sin to. be heavier than 2 Mitene'; than 
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the: weight of - . Moxntain. Who have 
taſted, bow evil. and. bitter, @ thing it is, to de- 
part from God, ' Who have: loathed and ab- 
horr'd themſelves, with deep Remorlſe, 
and Sorrow, and Anguiſh of Spirit: wiſh- 
ing with. all their Hearts, that they had 
not. linn'd ; and if it were in their power 
would give all the world to retrieve it; and 
would rather dye than commit that Folly 
again, they. then repented of. Let- thoſe 
who have not their own Experience to con- 
firm this, read over (and conſider the caſe 
of David, when he. wrote ) the Peniten- 
tial Palms. . How many like. him have 
roar'd and cried out under the ſenſe of fin, 
of ſtings and furies in their Conſcience, 
.of the poiſon'd Arrows in their Souls, and 
his Terrors ſurrounding them whereever 
they went : from the ſenſe of fins Maligni- 
ty, the apprehenſions of God's Anger, and 
the- wel; an Fears of his Wrath. _ Seri- 
ous: Repentance after great Tranſgreſhons is 
another Thing than moſt imagine it. When 
their aggravated Sins ſhall befet them be- 
hind, and before, be placed in order be- 
fore their eyes, and ſet in array againſt 
.them. -.?Tis always a work of Difficulty as 
. well as Importance, to;crucife corrupt af- 
fe&ions,' to tear a beloved Luſt from the 
| Heart, with ſelf-indignation to-abhor and 
| | caſt 
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caſt away what before you lov'd and de- 
lighted in. How did David's Sin ſtare him 
in the Face? '# i continually with* me, it is 
ever before me, ſaith He, -It haunted ' him 
like a Spectre, or like Belſhazzar's hand- 
writing on the wall, it fill appear'd be- 
fore him in ſome horrid ſhape. 

However Sin may (mile in its firſt ad- 
dreſs, and beſpeak- us in' flattering tan- 
guage, and promiſe Pleaſure, and Profit, 
and great Advantages and Satisfaction ; 
theſe are but fair Appearances 3 This is but - 
the outſide of the Cup, and the colour of 
the Liquor: it will proveGall and Worm- 
wood, and a mixture of deadly Poiſon, 
if ever God ſet it home upon” the Confci- 
ence, .and awaken us to a true ſenſe of it. 
And the Continuance of dayly Repentance 
for Sin, which all Chriſtians are called to, 
is no ſuch eaſy matter neither. Conſtant 
ſelf-abaſement and Humiliation before God, 
from a ſenſe of his Majeſty and Holineſs, 
and of - our many Sins, and pollution 
thereby: The imperfedcion of our beſt du- 
ties continually to he bewailed ; 'inordinate _ 
affe@ions to be ſtill mortitied ;' always 're- 
ſiſting and oppoſing Sin, in its Root and 
and Branches -z confliting againſt the 
whole Intereſt of the Fleſh, the 'World, 
and the Devil ; fecking after more Holi- 

| | neſs ; 
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E nels. to; & nay ax us by the Grace 

b- of Chriſt, to be wrought in us by his 

$ Spirit, and maintain'd-. by his Power ; 
and making dayly applications to the Fozn- 
tain of all Grace, for ſpiritual ſirength, to 
continue our warfare: againſt Sin, in all 
Inſtances of outward duty, and inward 
Actings of. Grace, even as long as we 
live ;- all this is- included i in it. ie Ap- 
prehenfions concerning Repentance , as ſo 
comprehenſive and difhcult.a Duty, would 

. teach us to beware of Sin. 


XXVIL 


The neceſſty.of Chriſtian Reſolution to Up- 
: _ right, Perſevering Obedience ; bow full and 
by | pu purasths i ought to be, and yet humble ; 

what means we may be aſſiſted to per- 
? orm that which we relolye. DES 


Sz 


Fs acknowledg'd my cranſgreſſi 
ons unto God, and begg'd forgive- 
.neſs, and experimentally learnt the Evil of 
Sin by the bitterneſs of Repentance, T re- | 
ſolve tor the future to watch againſt it more {| 
narrowly,and againſt every thing that leads 
to: it 3 endeavouring to pleaſe and honour 
myGod and Saviour by anupright;obedient 
_ Heart and Life. And. for the remiſſion of 


my 
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Progreſs ; fervent and ſerious only in, Re- 
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my:;former contracted Guile, I.cruſt to. Fe- 


ſus Chriſt, according to the Revelation made 


in the Goſpel, of what he is, hath done, and 
ſaffer?d, and.continues. to do in Heaven, for. 
the: $alvation of .repenting Sinness, who. 
defireto come. unto God by Him... 

But . how.- often, O my, Sozl !, have T 
mack;d. God, and deceiv'd my ſelf, with. 
formal and faint Purpoſes of Amendment? 
My good Reſolutions have been all of them 
as the morning,Cloud, and the early Dew, which 
quickly. paſſed away. One freſh- aſſault of 
'Femptation. hath {wept away: all my good 
Purpoſes as.a Spider's Web, 1 have faltified 
ſo.many,and brokemy word ſo often,that:F: 
dare not truſt Fg thing I now reſolve, or, 
rely on any promiſc-I ſhould farther-make.. 
Succor me therefore, O Lord; by thy pow- 
erful Grace, that what was defective in 
my. former. fruitleſs Reſolutions, may be 
now redGified. Let me.be more humble in. 
the ſenſe of my-weakneſs, more dependant 
on thy: Grace;, and more heartily ſeek it. 
from. time _. to. time; Strengthen me- with. 
Strength in my Soul, with Might and Power in 
my inward man, that I may 10 reſolve and pure 
poſe,. as to: perform, that I. may not be one 
day: hot, and the next cold; zealous.in the 

inning, but faint and lukewarm in the 


ſolving, 
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ecution. . 


"Having chang'd my Maſter, my End, and 
uy Hopes ; by retarning unto God; from 


whom I had gone altray, I firmly reſolve, 
through the. aſliſtance of his Grace , to 
change my Courſe of Life ;. that Old 


things being done away all things may be- 


come New; that * being made free fromfin, 
by pardoning Mercy,” and become the ſervant 


of Chriſt, TI may have, my fruit unto Holineſs, 


that my End may be Eternal Life. In the -ante- 
rim. whether T live or die, let it he unto the Lord, 
reſolving both in Life and' Death to be ab- 
ſolately His. And' to that purpoſe, 0 my 


_ Soul ! let ime (eek for continual ſupplies of- 


Grace from Chrift my Head, to enable' me 


to yield ready Obedience, in the moſt 


difficult, hazardous, painful, and humbling 
Duties. In vain do reſolve it, without 


the aſſiſtance of his mighty ' Power ,. to 
ſtrengthen my Heart and Hands, 'when- 


ever Tam called toſuch a trial of my Since- 
rity. Without it I ſhall never recover my 
Liberty, or break aſunder thoſe Bonds and 
Cords wherewith I have formerly been 
held Captive, as the Servant of-Sin and 
Satan. Such is the Weaknels and Treache- 
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| ry of my own Heart, the influence of ill 


Examples, and the ſubtlety and cunning, 
of the. Tempter , that otherwiſe 1 ſhall 
quickly change my mind, and return to 


Folly, as the Dog to. his Vomit. The Spirit is 


ſo weak, and the Fleſh ſo frail; the Snares 
of the World ſo many, the Power of re- 
maining Corruption. ſo ſtrong; and. of my 


ſelf I am fo unſettled and wayering, fickle. 


and unſteady, and prone to backſliding, 
that: all my ſtrongelt purpoſes will not be 
ſufficient, without daily firength from a- 
bove. My Senſes are fo deceitful; my Paſ- 
ſions ſo ungovernable the Rule and Law . 


; I am to walk by, fo firict, and ſpiritual, 


and extenſive : * Criminal Omiſſions may be 
ſo frequent, and ſo cafily overlook'd ; fo 
many ſeveral and difficulc Duties are to be 
performed; and by every change of my 
Condition, or of God's Providence , 1o 
many new Dangers and new Duties may 
ariſe, that I fear the iſſue of my firmeſt Re- 
ſolutions. So ſtrict a Watch muſt always be 
kept ; ſuch Humility and Caution isevery- 
where to be practis'd ; ſuch ſpeedy Repen- 
tance requir'd after every fall; with thank- 
fulneſs and contentmentin every State, un- 
der all Calamities, be they never ſo many, 
or never {> pinching 3 . and- perſeverance 
herein abſolutely neceſſary, though never ſo 

| many 


Chaſi, Patient, Thankful , S 
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many Stratagems be uſd to diſcourage me. 
from. proceeding,; or-,to entice me . to g0. 
ls or turn. alide to ſome other Path; in- 
ach that if God: had not promiſed me 
his continued: Preſence, . and that his Grace, 
ſhall be ſufficient for me, and that T ſhall not be 
tempted above. what I am able to bear 3 1 ſhould 
utterly deſpair of making good_what I now 


reſolve . 


: 


- But beſides theſe Promiſes to encourage | 


my Reſolyed Obedience, he hath left upon 
Record in-his Word many glorious Exam- 
ples of his affiſting and.rewarding the Cou- 
rage and Reſolution of his Servants to con- 
tinue faithful; asin the caſe of, Foſeph, Da- 


- nzel,, and his Three Friends, &c.. If Chriſt 


fand; by, and ſtrengthen me, I know T. 
ſhall be. ableto da all tbings ; 1 ſhall notzhen be 
flatter'd, orfrighted out;of the way of my 
Duty.z. no Wind that can blow ſhall. ther 
turn, me to; another Point; nothing ſhall 
then/be able to prevail fox my conſent 'to a 
wilful and: deliberate forſaking, of God z 
no Argumene, no, Temptation, though Pri- 


"Wh Opportunity, Impunity, from Men, 
with Re 


wards. of Worldly Gain and Ho+ 

nour, ſhould all concur to enforce a Tem- 
ptation. :'But, by. that Heavenly Aſſiſtance, 
I ſhall be preſerv'd Humble, Temperate, 
df-denying * 

- * Cruct 
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. Pent more quic! 
rowly afterwards, till at laſt I receive! the 


' On Pd Prertity. *” 
Crucified to the World, Tos elf fiſt 


"Integraty till T die ; fall perf 

the Fog of God,, grow 4 Poli vo Hub 
Knowledge of "my Lard aid” * Silour " 

- | Chriſt, waxin trons er 'from day to: Hi 


be ſeldomer ſu pred, , offend lels, and re- 
ly, and watch more'nar- 


Crown, 

Efſpecially,let me watch againſt my Confti- 
tution Sins, ſuch as Iam moſt inclined to,and 
where a Temptation doth moſt cafily enter; 
where the Devil can take the faſteſt hold, 
and be leaft ſuſpeted ; "where he hath 7th 
merly ſprung a Mine, 'and made a Breach: 
F have known ſome humble watchful Chri- 
ſtians X "after being recovered frotti their 
Back] idings, who abhorr'd every Temp- 
tation-to that ſm, by which" they had ooo 


defiled and wounded : they can hardly pu 
. YP a Prayer, but they mentiqn It 5 hardl 
" have their hearts 3 affcqed i in any 2 Dias 
but they are inwardly aſham 
Ty hear of anyone Lilley of the. like, "but 


of it 5; hard- 


they are ready to burſt out into Teats. 
Fix therefore , I beleech thee 4 "moſt 


| Gracious, God ! my.unfeigned -Reſolntions of 
 Cleaving to thee, ith full prerpoſe « * Heart : : 


and (hew thy Rrength in my weakneſs, by 


yJuabling me" to do what 1 now reſolve. Fe. 
Ap that 
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214 
that end, tcach me to watch over my Heart, 
okeepit with all 'diligence,to.be more con- 
3} _—_ AS $9 Ls "5... MS WET] . 
erfant with my own Thoughts, examining 


.* ", - 


the motions that ariſe jn ny Heart, whence 


x * 


Qa 


' they come, and whither they go, and what 
' they. tend to, that I may ſuppreſs the be- 
_ginmings of Sin, The unſearchable Deceit- 
- Fwineſs of the Heart, ; the xovings, ſiraglings 
- and wandrings of the Thoughts, the ungo- 
..vernable motions and ſtirripgs. of the; Paſ- 
- frons and Aﬀections, with” the corrupt Tncli- 
__nations that are ready tocomply with Temp- 
tation, make ſuch a conſtant Watchfulneſs 
_ neceſſary. Let me live no longer as a ſtran- 
_;ger to my ſelf, but by Self-reflexion dwell 
By *- more, at home, reckoning my principal 
Eo Work to be within doors, to keep my own 


.” _ Senſes, to guard the door, of my Lips, to 
- govern my Paſſions z to be wary in the Chotce 

-. of my Company, and in the Right Tſe of 
itz to be CircumſpeR in every: ltep of my 

* daily walk, to call my fclf frequently to 2 
"Reckoning, to caſt up my Accounts at the 

'* foot of every page, by every days review of 

-. my Actions, to live always as in God's 
preſence, and be awed every where by the 

' thought of his Hly Eye, to ſhun'the occa- 

. tions and appearances of Evil, &+, 


"= 


i” 5 *J'41 


| - * Vineyard. Teach me to watch over my 


—— 
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By the negle& of this; Spiritual Diſtem- 


pers will inſenſibly HS upon. us... There 


4s fuchia.venom.and mal ignicy\in Sin, to 
wound and: weaken, the Soul,. to. put us off 
the Hinges; to diſorder and-unfit usfor.any 
Spiritual Service, to make our Hearts vain 
and frothy, lazy and Jiſileſs, that we; ſhall 
.eaGly let flip. our O portunities, loſe our 
Seaſons, and {nt and pine away, not- 
withſtanding all the means of thriving and 
growth. And beneg it is that ſo many 
Profeſſors mourn. and complain, lick the 
.duſt, and lye.among the..clods, are dead 
under the moſt awakening Mingry , and 
barren under; (the. moſt fruitfal means. 
Hence it is they do little, Good, ;as:well as 
taſte -little Comfort 3, ſome duties | are ne- 
\glected, and. others perform?d ſlightly ; 
and in-none of them. do they meet with 
that Sweetneſs and Satisfattion, that Re- 
freſhment, and Advanyantage , Fruit and 
Benefit, as formerly. And all from the 
neglect of Watchfulnſs, making bold with 
Temptation, and not {handing upon their | 
Guard in the uſe of their Chrittian Ar- 
our. 

' And becauſe no Place, no Condition, 
no Imployment is exempted from Tempta- 
* #jons, let me fortily my («lf every morning 
againſt all Aſſaults for that day, by Serious 


Prayer, 


r, as Holy David waswont':to-do. | 
ce ord moe Ph * | 


Prayer #nto : 
R oe Rn God be miy* , 
» Frotifat that I -may be able-pre- 1 
iFently- to bring: my "Words and AGtions to 


EP... Eee e rule; J may Feke Juher 
/or ata loſs, when'ever*Farh tempted: 2 
"may not make a-ftand to'pariey, but imme- 

diately @unmon all my 'forces'to Refift, and 

"'Tejc 'Share 3 being; aſſurd: frowGed, 

"that'the Continuance of this Warfare ſhall 
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2M , : _ . 


| The Import, and. Obligation of our Baptiſinal. 

j *  Covenant.. : The renewal of it by a ſolemn 

' Dedication of owr ſelves to God the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit, exemplify'd and re» 
commended. 


Att this, O my Soul, which I have. .. 
-K now reſoly'd on, is no: more than-. 
what I am obliged to, by my Vow in Bap= 
tiſm ; to renounce the Devil and his Works, 
the Fl and the Laſts thereof, theyWorld, 
and conformity to it, that T may Love and. 
Serve the Lord: agreeable to the undoubt- 
ed Right which God hath in me by Grea- 
tion, Redemption, and his inuumerable o- 
ther Benefits. But the ozutword waſhing of ; 
Baptiſm, and a viſible profeſſion-of obedts _ 
 Ence, will not ſave me, without the Anſwer of - 
a good Conſcience towards God',, 1 Pet. cap. 3: 
v. 21, May I not by the conſideration of _ .... 


my Baptiſmal Covenant ſuppoſe God ſpeak» 7% 
ing to my Conſcience, to. this eff.& ? .* Will ++ 7 
f © you take » for your whole Portion and . 
<« Felicity ? and my Law for the conſtant - 
| ©-Rule of your obedience? and fight a=. 
+ © gainft; the: World, the Fleſh,; and; the 

| « evil, £0. your lives end.? Wall you he- _- 

wn a a. 


A ge dt ee nod 96-000 $2: 3%, dab tors ci 
PR A # bo " wa ants 4) a by "x. "I 2 LC. 3) So hae is » fat 4 
= 6 C & 3! 2N 1 A. "Ms L RO $7, 3-L IB. ag ; TC! "8 © 
4 5 > o 2 ©: OL OSLO a Pane t br Fe Yi 
%, , 7 * ; 2 .” 
4 ; 
Z v4 r $ a4; ” s bo 
u * . : 


<« Heve in Jeſus Chriſt, and. receive him as a 
<« Prince and Saviour ?-'and adhere to the 
< faith and obedience of the Goſpel, how 
<« hazardous and difficult ſoever x ek profel- 

<fon and practice of it may be? Wall you 

« receive the Bleſſed Spirit as your Teacher, 

<Sancifier, and Comforter ? and cheriſh 

«all his Motions, to inlighten , purify , 

« * confi, . comfort , and aſſiſt you? _*Tis 

my hearty coriſent to #beſe Terms, and xe- 

{6 ved compliance with them, which, Bap- 
tiſm obligeth to ; and thi is the Anſwer of 

rood: Confeience rowards God. 

SY havEoften renewed this Copenant on (c- 
veral occafions; byt did F ever duly con- 
fider the tenor and obligation of it ? How 
have Elyed unto the Fe of Truth ? dealt 
deceirfylty with him ? and been Falk and. 
Fickle, Freacherous and Unfaithful to what 
I ly mi ? O let me now again repeat it, 
and 'give "yp 'my ſelf once more. to be the 
Iprd*s, moxein eighedly, more firgly than” 

oy have DE done * F:  thax' the er s 


Chet i >” 


xs > as pgs = porn thr ;0 | 


my, wile Hi e ajd ayd Gra | 
alone (h [be wk. je rdiaFin'thi 2g 


ionofmy fIEO breattte 
upon 


| on Time and Eternity; 119 
upon my Soul, moſt Holy Spirit;'(the Power 
of the Higheſt ) that" there -may | be no Hy- 
pocriſie, or Reſervation, in this ſo weighty 
and ſolemn Tranſa&ion betweetr God and 
me!- | "6d 
O moſt Bleſſed and Glorious TRINITY ! 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit , Thy favor 
is my Life, and thy Lovingkindnelſs- is bet- 
ter than Life : Thy Will ſhould have been 
my Rule, thy Word my Law, thy Glory 
my end, to: pleaſe thee my principal Bufi- 
neſs, and to injoy thy Love and Preſence 
my ultimate Felicity. But I ami one of thy - - 
revolted Creatares , who have loft-thine I- 
mage, and rebell'd againſt thy Law, flight- 
ed thy Authority, and reje@ed thy Gra 
and deſerve to be caſt out of thy fight, ati 
baniſht from thy Preſence for ever. Ne- 
vertheleſs, O moſt merciful God, and Father, 
upon thy gracious invitation 'and” call, I 
now return to thee my rightful Lord :- ac- 
knowledging thee, 4s my-Almighty, Wiſe, . 
and bountiful: Creator, my abſolute Owner; 
my Righteous Governour, my End, my 
Happineſs and Chief Good. I now accept 
thine offer'd Mercy 3 I now ſubmit to the 
Scepter of thy Grace 3 and pive up my ſelf 
to Thee, as my King ; 'ahd-my God 5 to 
rule and'fan@tifyme now, and be'my Ever- 
laſting Portion. I deſire to be no longer 
L2 my 
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Devout Refleftions 
my 021, but-Thine, to whom of right I be- 
long, and! ought- tobe. devoted, I yield 
Eb. my {elf to Thee, :O my:Lord ! Accept and 
-— poſle(s that which is thine own, I lay my. 
E- {elf at thy-Foot, at all Times, and in all 
Conditions, to, be atithy difpoſe, and-in 
every thing to acquieſce'in thy Good-Plea- 
3 ſure. Deliberately reſolving , -with .un- 
E feigned and (free conſent of my Will, to: 
- Walk before Thee in Holineſs and Righte-. 
| ouſneſs all the-days of my Life, Hereby 1 
conſecrate and-devote my (elf to be thy per-- 
petual. Avowed Servant : Lord, I am thy 
ſervant, I am thy ſervant , the Son of thine 
Handmaid, Though other Lords have had 
.dominion over me; I will now make men- 
tion. of thy Name, and of thy Righteouſ- 
nels only, by- Jeſus Chriſt. | 

. O Bleſſed Feſus,, my All-ſafhcient Saviour! 
Thy dying ove,infinite Condeſcention;and 
matchleſs Grace hath at-laſt overcome me, 
and'confirain'd meo reſolve to be wholly 
- -Thine, who haft redeem'd and bought me 
 _ with thy.moſt precious Blood. 'I now ac- 
=” knowledg and own Thee, as my Lord, and 

my Feſus, may Prophet, Prieſt, and King; my 

Sadritice, Surety,. and Ranſom, to ſatisfy. 
for wy Sins;, and -reconcile me unto God, 
to jnſtrudk me in his Will,, and /teach me 
the Myſteries'of his Kingdom, and the way 
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1 on Time and Eternity. 22.1 

f to the Father,: How: often haſt thou open'd 
| cthine-arms, and called me, yea: befeecht 
me to: come unto'thee, and accept of Life? - 
but IT refuſed'to come. I adore thy merciful 
.Condeſcention, that yet thou wilt xeceive 
me on fuch eaſy Terms. O thou: Loxd of - 
Life and: Glory, now accept.of an unwor- pe 
thy helpleſs Sinner, who flies to Thee as his | 
only Refuge:and Hope ! who is convince, 
1 that None but Chrift., None bit Chrift cam 
+ make his Peace with God, and: ſave from- 
wrath to come. I acknowkdg' thy Title 
to me, and my' obedience. and to :all-I 
have, by dying for me. I,defire to take 
thy Yoke upon me, for it is Eatie 3 and thy 
Burthen, which is Light. I delire to be in» . 
tirely, and for ever (thine; in an Everlaſting 
Covenant , never to be broken : to take up'the 
Croſs, and follow thee, whitherſoever thou 
ſhalt lead me ;; through the ſiraight Gate, 
and the narrow way. I will reſerve noLutt, 
refuſe no Labour, grudge at no Suffering, 
Rick at no difficulty, fo I may pleaſe, and - 
honour thee, and continue in thy Love. O 
ſhed abroad more of thy Love ja my Heart, 
to make. all Things eafie for his ſake, . who 
bath loved me, and waſhed me from my Sins in 
bis own Blood. | DIG + 

_. OGodthe Hily Ghoſt, I acknowledg Thee 
as my Great Teacher and Sandlifier, and give 
Fo): L 3 up 
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up my {elf to: Thee , as the Aithes of all 
faving Knowledg 'and Holineſs.:: By Thee 
F-have: been convinc't of my Sin, againſt 
the Law'of God, and the Goſpelof Chrift, 
and of my neceſſity of his: Merit, Gatisfa- 
Qion., and Righteouſneſs, to, juftify my 
guilty: Soul; | by. procuring the. For wenels 
Sin, and. my-acceptance with-God: ;, and 
'of the: freeneſs: of his Love, the Riches and 
alfufficiency-ofthis Grace, towards all who 
come wee God: by Him: - Ys 
O moſt d Spirit, as proceeding, and'ſent 
from the + np the Son, to:renew all 
the Powers -of my: Soul , and reſtore the 
. Divine Image there ; tO enlighten my 
mind . to:know and receive:the Trath; as 
it is-in - Feſas, and-purify-my Heart ; and'to 
ſanGify all the Members of my: Body, and 
make them Inftruments: of Righteouſneſs 
- unto Holineſs, which: before were Servants 
unto: Sin'z and gradually: to: deliver me 
from the: power, the: defilement;, and a- 
bode. of Sin z as from the Guile: and: Pu- 
niſhment by the Blood: of Felus- And: as: 
the Vitneſs of God" to the Truth of the 
Holy. Scriptures and as the Great Para- 
clete,, to comfort and eſtabliſh the Hearts: of 
Believers, ſealing them up tothe day of 
Redemption, and-giving/them the' Earneſt 


of the Heavenly Inheritance. O'Wefſed'Spi- 
rit, 


of Chriſt ,/ aid the Grace of the Goſpel, 
yet by thine Aid, I now accept what I have 


ſo long neglected : and thankfully devote 


my ſelf .henceforward to be the Lord's in 
a Covenant Relation, is; 

But fearing} and diſtruſting my felf,-T 
give up. my felf entirely. to-- the condu& 
of thy Grace, depending upon it- for my 
eſtabliſhment and- perſeverance.  O form 
my Heart into an abediential Frame! that 
in.every thing I. may; endeavorito-anſwer 
the Ends and Obligations of this Devoted 
State. 

To this One God I haye once again dedi- 
cated and refign'd my ſelf ; to ſerve, and 
pleaſe , and hoftiour Thee, in Thoughr, 
Word;. and AQ, to the. laſt;moment of my 
Life : in the Performance of all Datres,.even 
thoſe which I have been moſt averſe from ; 
mm tHe mortifhcation-of 'every Left ,- antt the 
forſaking of every Sin, even' thoſe which T 
was onece moſt addicted to: Reſolving de- 
liberately to allow.,my ſelf in nothing, great 
or: little, ſecxetor-openy, which I ſhall know | 
or believe to-be.contrary'to thy holy! Will z © 
making it my buſineſs to be fryitful in good. 
Works, to the praiſe of my. Redeemer; 

$a L'4 : waiting 


on Time and Eterdlty. '22Z Y 


iris; be thow my Witneſs, that though1 have 
violated' the: Law of. God; and defac'd his 
Image;. and formerly undervalu'd the Love 
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"waiting in the uſe of all: his appointed 
means for higher' meaſures of Grace'and 
Holineſs, to be more- victorious” over 'in- 
ward Luſts, and outward Temptatioris-, 


fl: preſſing towards the mark for the prize 
of. my high and holy Calling, even Eternal 


I call Heaven and Earth, © Lord, to 
witneſs this day, That F own and avow 
'this to be my Mind, and the ſerled Prevail- 
ing Purpoſe of my Soul. This I again va- 
tifie and confirm, without any Clauſes, or 
Exceptions. $0 belp me, 0 my God. . Glo« 
zy:be:to-God the: Father, God the Son, 
- and God the Holy Spirit... - ys 


XXIX, 


Praftical and Conſolatory RefleQions onthe 
preceding Self: dedication, -op Covenant 


. Have this day ſotemnly avouched' the 
2 Lord to be my God, to walk in his 
waysz thereby to fortiie my Refolutions, 
that T and my * Houſe, (and All that Ican 
perfuade to be of my mind) will ſerve the 
Lord. T'intend, deſire, and hope never will- 


Deut. 6, c; 17; 18. 


fully 
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d fully to violate the Faith, which T have 

1 | now plighted in the preſence of God z but 

- to continue ſtedfaft, wnmoveable', almays 
. abounding in the work of the Lord, &c./ 2} 
Should I undertake any new Imploy- | 


| ment; or enter into any new -Condition, - 
| or change the place: of my Abode; where 
I might ſee more of God's diſhonour, and * 
meet with more and-fironger Temptations 
to Sin, and be- called to the' performance 
of more difficult duties, - greater watchfub - 
neſs and ſelf-denial, &6. I would 'hope 
hereby to ingage the preſence of God with 
me, and his Bleſſing on alt my Aﬀairs;'(on*t 
which depends- the ſucceſs: of all that I * 
undertake: ) and would hope: the better - 
| to preſerve my: Integrity, not* only This 
Near, but in all the remaining portiorof 
my Time, by the- abiding - fen(e- of ' ty: 
Civenant - with. God ;- thus. -ſertoully + res. - 
newed, C7 © OT | O06T2t. OT 
This is the method-I have been often 2 
advis*'d to, for Peace of Conſeienee, undet © , 
_ doubts and ſcruples concerning my ſpiritual” 
State :-to put the mattet- out ob doubt,-by-- 
again accepting; the offered; mercy *ant * 
Grace-of the:Goſpel 3 and heartily conſents+- 
ing to the new Covenant: (giving-up- my + 
{lt to God in Chriſt, to be ruted and-favet. : 
by him.. Blefled be von Whayc--now-done: - 
=y fo... 
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0 22s Devout Reflollios. | 
-- for Lord, ſay Amento thy part of the; Coyer 
” nant, that Thou. art.and wilt. be my God; 
> _- as I defire-unfeignedly-to'do to-mine; that 
2 . I'will be-zby Servants. ga” 
. But becauſe Articles are ſooner. conſent- 
cd.to; than - made. good+z,: (:tho: 1 ſeripuſly 
- _ UIntend nevertodiſfown this-myſolemu AQ 
-and Deed;; but firmly: to.adhere to. it-as 
”  Jongas Lliyes:thatbawng.ſwoms Iovill en- 
B deapoun to-perform 5s, that. this ſhall be-my 
Everlaſting-Ghoice, -Never' to-- be recanted 
AI or- alter'd ,; yet ),-conſfidering}.the- fad - In- 
- fiances of my-farmer;weaknels, and' the 
. - vigilance: avd, btle malice of: my:: Great 
-*  . Adverſary, Lagaimimplore: the ſugcour'of 
..* JAvine Grace, toikpep.it for ever inithe-pur- 
oy Pole of. my. Heart; that it may- be as the 
Laws of the - Medes and Perſiuns, never to: be 
reverſed, I have:giyen-up: my.namie toybe 
Thine;z' O-put thy'fear into my. Hearts. that T 
may never depart from Thee ! Imprint; thy 
Laws upon my.{Hearc, 'that my obedience 
- Tmay-be.uniform and- univerſal,” unwaver- 
ing and perpetual z-ſuitable:to: ſo. honoura- 
ble and near a; Relation/to- Thee !: I am 
{en{ible.I want Wiſdomand:Strength:to:that | 
purpoſe, - but - thou, haſt; bid 1fie+ask- it, of 
- Thee .,- who -giveſt- liberally, to All without 
deſert, and #phraideſt not; with' preſent un» 
worthinels, ardformer faults. O lead me 
not 
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rio m Evil. 
thr by ad” overbroit Tn © Hour 
of Tet! lefT forget my vows, and de- 
ny, Thee;* 'O that mly'Sont may never draw 
hatk, left Thint 'have no Pleafaret in ms, 
cati ſerveind better"! Rer 3 O Tet mine 
1s' be bored tothe: wof thine houſe, 
as the Token aid! Alfarance of 'my- being 
thy Servant mito Death? Vktiow?tis my 
Duty, I ain' ſenſible *tis'my Privilege and 
Honour'z I'am' convined; _— tis $4) pe. 
tereſt and Felicity z/ my! 'S 


Preſent and nel Welf v#0 wp "7b ds 
Pends' upon it, » $467 ſh8ulalt bs my 
God far ever: Ars me by" thy! Holy 


3 ixic. of ' Grace", that I -may walk 'and - 
, as having. heart cpuſeiited he ſhoulll 


be lo: abd dire my. art -into thy Love,” arid 
the fait! " keeping: ' of thy" Cottttaramentt. 


That when®fo tniany Profilors niake/ſhip- 


wiack of Flith” and”? a Good" Conſitiice, 


"2nd" difcredit' the Religion of my Lord; by 
their ſhaineful Falls, thou may make me-_ 
toſtand; atid-improvethe warning'of their 
Examples,.to 1 walk The” 4 ahi while 


Fan to take beed Teaft 1 
ets thus ſixrendred? my fag 16'God, 


"what is there, O my Soul! that \is/ever' like 


to prevail with'me'ro go back,” afid 'revolt 


from him ? Is the* genificirion ofa _ 
the 
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_ " theſecuring of: am; Eftare,. compliance with 


xeconciled toane, and. to be: imployed for 


a well grounded 74 eg | 
God as my Sun. and. Shield, will give Gra 
ard Clory, and with-hold'ne Good Thing. So 
' unſpeakably Comprehenſive are the Privi- 
leges of 10 near a Relation: to' God in. 
Chriſt. O bappy are the People who are in 
Such a caſe! Bleſſed are the Perſons whoſe Gud: 
i the Lords. VEL AE 

'.Do I reſolve to.abide by. my Choice, and 
to; truſt” in .Chriſt; for perſeyering Grace? 
and ſhall I .not, oughs.T not to take Comfort 
in it?- Shall I not give God the Glory of 
his infinrte Goodneſs, by adhering to him, and + 
: w | 1% 
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xejoycing in him-, notwithſtanding © alf 
Temptations to the Contrary ?: Caſting alt 
my Care upon. him, and' quieting my {ſelf 
in the Alfufficiency of my Heavenly Fa- 
ther : having a God in Covenant, who will 
ſupply all my wants, 'and take - care: of me 
as his own. Shall I not give him the glory 
of his Truth and Power, 'by truſting him-in 
every Condition ?' 'By confidence- in his 
Promiſe, Dependance on his Word, Faith- 
fulnefs to his Intereſt, and Conſtancy in 
His: Service to the end? Is it not a" moſt 
encouraging Thought, That God doth: ne- 


ver Abandon any, who do not firſt forſake bim? 


And after ſuch firict Engagements, as. I 
have laid upon'my elf, ſhall I ever ftrike 
the fatal firoke with my own Hand ? Shall 
F be off and on, ſay and nnfay,: promiſe 
and. retract * And. after I have proceeded 


thus. far, ſhall T'forſake the Fountain 'of 


Living Waters;/ and” turn-again-to broken 


Ciſterns? 


After I have examin'd my ſelf, conft- 
der'd my ways; confeſt my Sins, and upon 
ſerious Deliberation am come to a-Reſolve, 


and” in purſuance of it have. devoted my 
FF. with-ſuch folemnity to be the Lord?s, 
* fhall T ever- after this, Fforſake Himy: and: my 


own. Mercier, and lightly efteem the Rock, of 
wy Salvation ?*. Now I-haye learn'd. in ſome 
eats TY 
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theallwe-wher: Sim: is; by: the ſortows' ahd 
ahguiſh of' at Hearty Repentance 3. nbw I 
 have-difcoveted ſo much of the Snares and 
Devicesof Satan, whereby. I have former- 
ly: been- betraid : now Iam ſenſible of the 


dangerous and powerful influence and in- 
fechon of / hed-Companyz. the, Treachery of 


flelbly Larkts ;/ the bewitching: Te Fmptaons 
of the World: - and-have'taſted-a litcle, 

my: own. Experience,-of the Pleaanonee 
of: Wiſdom's' Paths, - the. Peace. pd, Satis- 
faction. of.Devotednck. toGod, ,by the pre- 
ſent Rewards of: 4 Ein Conifoity ce, the 
communications of Divine. Grace, and, the 
Encouragetment/of an Holy, Hope; &ec.. and 
ami perſuaded of- the Stability of; his Word, 


and- the. Certainty, of Etexnal Life. to! al 


who'-continue ii well-doing ;; ſhall 1, 
_ all chrs; (ever break with! God again ? 
;F -ever cancel : this; Engopem ement'? Ie 
this niy Vow? and fallihe ſo many rtepeat- 
.cd Proinifes andReſolutions ?- Oh that his 
[Power may: reſt upon me ! and his Grace 
workin me-both to-will and; to:do! thar 
'8þis God may bemy Godifor ever," and my Guide 
#ito-Death. © Let \me- never 'reaſſume- -this 
.Gitt,- and'Surtender of my-ſclt, or defraud 
- God of his. Right and Propriety. - Hy l 
am; and Him 1 will' ſerve: living, wholly to 


Him ; uſing all I have for him: being 
willing 
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willing. - ſhould do whar be: lift with" Bis 
own,. and-conſequently; diſpolciof! me; and 
- of all that! any-way belongs: toi me; as ſhall 
ſeem Godd 4n-bis' Eyes. Tam Thine, QLord 
ſave me. Gomniand' me my: work;. ap- 
point me my:Duty, dire& my'Station, - or- 
der my.Condidion.,  Let:mebe Thins; tho 
inkployed in- the meaneſt ſervice;: andithe 
moſt; laborious ſeif-denying>works- Tho1 
ſhould. be..but - 4! Doorkeepen m thine Houſe, 
an Hewer- of Wood; or a Drawer of witer', 
Tho: I muſt pinch- the fleſlv,, and! ſwim 
againſt. 'the Tide;: and | renounce what be- 
forxe-]'valued:: yet This God ſhall be” my God | 
for ever. 

By this means whet F' come to: Dye, 
(if God: ſhould add more years:to the lit- 
tle number I have paſt, belides this I'have 
now begun.) F may be able to ſay with 
Upright Hezekiah, Remember Lord, bow T 
have walked-before Thee in mine Integrity.' That 
in the face of Death, and the Grave, -in 
the view of another World, and the near 
proſpect of Eternity, I may be able to Re» - 
joyce in Hope, and Say, Lord Jeſus, Be 
cerve my Spzrit, Thouart my Saviour, and 
I have . waited for thy Salvation. I have 
ſought Thee. with my whole Heart 4; I 
have choſen thy Favour rather than World- 
hos Grandeur and Proſperity; I have he 
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Cas' the beſt:Expreifion of my own ). tho 
with many ImperfeQions, which Ibewail; 
I have delighted more. in thy Service and 
Preſence, than in the Pleaſures of Sin and 
vanity z thy Teſtimonies - have been the 
Foy of - my Heart; I'took nodelight in the 
Company of the ungodly, after-1 was de- 
voted to, Thee; O. let me not-have my 
Portion with them in the other World ! 
Fortifie me now againſi the King of Ter- 
xors, firengthen me in this my laſt Con- 


flict, enable me to triumph over Death by. 


the Croſs of Chriſt, (my wifforious Redeemer) 
and carry me through the dark valley, at 
the. divorce-of Soul and Body; and: grant 
me an. abundant entrance into thine- hea- 
venly Kingdom; Let -me be numbred a- 
mong thy Choſen; and my Body wait- in 
Hope, *till the general Reſusrection, that 
I may thenſee thy Glory, and dwell with 
Thee for ever. 

I gaye up my (elf to Thee, and do not 
Repent my Choice ; acknowledg me-now 
for Thine , and do not loſe. that which is 
thy own. Lord - Feſus ! Thou haft paid 
my Ranſom, to deliver me:. from -Satan, 
and from Eternal Wrath, ,oh. do not row 
reject me, and caft me off, Is it-nct- thine 
Office and. Coycnant to faye MT 
ruſt 
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on Time and Eternity. 253 
'Truft'm thee ? Oh remembr: thy Word 
unto-thy Servant,  whereiry thou haſt cats 
ifed me to Hope; when I ventur*'d my Sal 
vation on'thy: Promiſe; and trufted to-thy 
Gracious Word for Eternal Life, - Thy 
Love hath already overcome the greateſt - 
impediments of my- Salvation. *Tis as eaſie 
now to receive me, as to Love me. Thou 
haſt prepared' Glory for thy Redeemed 
ones; and haft bid me believingly, to fol- 
low thee, and wait for thy Salvation. Thou 
haſt begotten me to a lively hope, by the 
Incorruptible Secd- of the Word ; Let me 
not now be depriv'd of the Inheritance, 
Can that Love that pitied me in myBlogd, 
and fetcht me from the Gates of Hell; 
now ſuffer me to fall into it ? Oh Crown 
thy Grace, and perfe& thy Preparatory 
Mercy, with Everlafting Mercy. | 

- .. By voluntary. Conſent and Choice*, thou 
art my God, and thy Preſence in Heaven, 
my ultimate Felicity ; I have truſted to thy 
Gracious Promiſe, to prepare me'for' it, 
and bring me to it ; O fulfil thy Word wnto 
thy Servant, wherein thou haft cauſed me to 
hope and mercifully receive my departing 
Soul, that ſeeks .Thee, that loves Thee, 
that breathes after Thee, and defires no» 
thing but to know*Thee better,” and love 
Thee more, and be more entirely: con- 
form'd 
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foun'd to. thing Images; and fin abs 

56g Vaſes Prof ger bi thi mY = | 
out oft oxld; plac? ine] i : 
me, cnabled rhe to- make it; my, Buſineſs, 


F 


though with many Imperfections, to ſerve, | 


and pleaſe; and honour Thee 3 Oh Receive 
me to the-fylneſs of thy Love and. Grace, 
and preſent. me faultleſs before: the Preſence 
of thy: Glory, with exceeding Joys Amen, 
KblyF ather., be it wnto\ nie | according to thy 
Word through the Merits and Interceſſion of 
my Alſufſicient Saviour, Feſws Wi the Faith» 


foul and True Witneſs, in:whont all thy Promiſes 
ore Teg, and Amen. [271 
| Yen3et7;: bang 


Thankſgiving, * Got for bis Iunaiitrable 
Benefits and- Mercies, particularly-in the 
Year-Paſt : with ;ſonte I on Ad- 


1 vice TAG Al ft. 


TOW: precious and adlightfl a are o:tho 
* Thoughts of thy: Benetits!?: 0: Lord; 


ra grtat-is the ſunof them® Should'\F-count 
them, they:are-more in riumber 'than« the 
Stars: Shall E:not obſerve and: conſider 
thenr ?: maintain. x: graceftib ſenſb obthem; 
_—— ackno pled thewon:all0c+ 
mean ' that I may: wg 


the Lovd a6 all 


Times, 


of God! with a Song , and, will :ne 


"Aw "ot 


ou Time and Eternity. 235 
Times, and big Praiſe -be continually, in ury mouth. 
More efpecially fhould I canclade and begin 
the Tear, with ſolemu Praiſes to. my, Great 
Benefactor and Preſerver. I ought to be- 
gi and-cloſe every Day with it, thereby to 
make the outgoings of the Morning. and the Even- 
ing; to repvice-mn\ God, Every Yeas, every Day, 
evety Hous,. every Moment. offers me an-oc- 
cafion. to praiſe Him -:- becantſe. he. is' every 
minute gracious': and: hatly been fo; ever 
fince he: gave me my; Being. my 
_ Almoſt one half of my Time hath becn 
ſpent in: Sleepi, when F remember not God, 
nor my ſelf; yet doth He; whonever flum- 
bevs-or ſleeps, remember me; Mexcy,,and 
watch;over me for gaod, Yea, though in 


the er hal, by Du ive mm 
him in a-worſe ſenſe; by caſtingiof& his Fean, 


and” not-remembring that his-Holy Eye is 


upon me, yet hath he not-forgotten to.be 
Gracious: Therefore welt praiſe the-name 


with Thithkegiving, and\never- fargyt his behefits. | 
With: which: Sacrifice be'is/ better: pliaſed than 
with an: Ox- or Bullock,,, that: bath- butns-abdl = 


Ts | $$$% 
He: hath: prolonged; my Life:thes 12/t: Year, 
when ſo many others.,. of: his. mors ufefia] 


Bſalm.69.. v.39. Wo 
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' Devont Refleftions 
Servants, have been” remov*d by Death: 
and given me farther Time and Space to 
Repent, when multitudes: have been: ſur- 
-Priz'd in their Impcnitence. - Yea, # was 
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H:® who formed me in the Womb, and 


brought me ſafely into the World,” by 
whoſe Providence F have hitherto- been 
ſupplied ,in Him I live, and move, and con- 
tinually exif; To his undeſerved: Goodnefs 
F am: beholding, for alt the Good of any 
kind, which I ever enjoy'd : To his Bounty 
I am indebted for all that I now have ; 
and muſt depend upon it, for whateverT 
can hereafter expect. 2520 


* Through Infancy and Childhood he was | 


pleas'd to preſerve me;; favouring-me with 
many advantages in my - Birth and Edaca- 
tion 3 providing for mea Competent Live- 
lihood ; diſpoſing the Circumſtances of my 
Condition, Relations, Places of Abode, ec. 
more advantageouſly-than he hath done for 
Thouſands: affording me-many Helps, for 
the Improvement of my mind, ant the in- 
creaſe of Knowledg : and preventing-.my 
Neceſſities, and: even- my Deſires, with 
numberleſs Bleſſings ,- which. I never {o 
much as askt for. He hath cauſed ſeveral 


. of my Relations to yield me Comfort, when 


they might have been ſore Aﬀflictions. 'He 
hath raifed up Strangers to befriend _—_— 
; 0 wWw 


ſhow -me :kindneſs. How many favours 


# have 1 receiv'd from God, by the Infiru- 


mentality of other Men ? to wham God 
gave the Will, and the Power, the Oppor- 
tunity, and the Inclination ? [£5 

', How often hath he deliver'd my Soul from 
Death ,, mine Eyes from Tears , and my Feet 
fron falling, by ſeaſonablePreſervations ? ſo. 
that I do yet walk. before himz in the Land of the 


' Living. He hath reſcu'd me from the brink 


of many a Precipice, which, through Igno- 
rance or Inadvertency, I did not apprehend 
or Fear. When I. knew not which way to 
turn, he hath made my Path plain. Under 
ſinking Diſappointments he hath commanded 
Succor;z and been 2 preſent Help in the time of 
Trauble. In Great -Perplcxities, his Eye 
bath been my Gmide, and his own Arm 
hath brought Salvation : it may be by the 
Miniſtry of his Holy Angels, obeying his 
order, and 1 pM Intimations of 
vety greas, and otherwiſe unſuſpe&ed Dan- 
gers : or ſending Relief and Deliyerance, 
by ſuch ſmall, unlikely., and unexpected 
Means, as carried the name of God vilibly 
ingraven on them. Innumerable Calami- . 
ties he- ſaves me from, which others groan 
under : and as many Bleſſings am I favour'd 
with, whereof they are deſtitute. He 
Spreads my Table, and fills my Cup, and 

| ; gives 
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4 gives me All Things richly to enjoy, "when 
A rmany Excellent Perſons, of whom the 
E:. World is not worthy, are fed with the Bread 
> of Affiifion, and the Water of Aﬀiiltion. O- 
thers have only Neceffaries, or but few 
 Cohvenienctes, | in Compariſon with the 
Plentiful Provifions God hath made, for 
ty Chearful Obedience to Him. And ſhall 
not Praiſe Him for (a) the precious Things 
of Heaven, the bleſſings of the Earth, the dew,” | 
and the deep ? and more eſpecially for the Good- + 
will of Him who dwelt in the Baſh, to fanGiify 
and {weeten all; Whereby Common Mercies 
become the pledge and fore-runner of bet- 
ter Things 3 as the fruit of his Special 
Kindneſs, the witneſs of his Truth, and 
the ſ{ced of Peace and Joy, and Righteoul- 
neſs, and Praife ; by reafon of his Bleffin 
onall that I poſſeſs, which otherwiſe-woul 
prove a Snare; and a Temptation, and be 
itermixt with a Curſe. ct Eg 
* And befides the ordinary and Continued 
Bounty of every Day, in the midſt of how 
many Difficulties and Dangers have | felt 
the dear obligations of his Preſerving Mer- 
cy? abroad and at home; in Foreign 
Countries, as well as my own; in the' 
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; (a) Deus. 33: v.13, 14. 


mid 


midſt of Enernies, and among F reins in 
all Places, andat all Times. - 
| He hath prolonged my Heaith,,or made | 
my Bed in Sickneſs, 'He hath often granted 
the Defires of my Heart when ever it. was 
for his Glory; and contradicted my Fiſher, 
and difappotnted my Endeavours, in other 
Inſtances, when it was more to my Advan-' 
tage. From how many Miſchiefr hath he 
fav'd me; by ſuch Things as I deprecated, 
and would have hindevs? > How many E- 
vils hath he turn'd for Good ? He bath 
beard "my Cry in the day of mo wg bo and al. 
niy feet in a large Place. He hath Chaft 
me for my Profit - His Rod and his oh 
have comforted me : He hath ſpoken CON- 
fortably to me in the Wildcrnels. 
hath been ufcful and neceffary- Phylick ; 
made an Inftrument of Vertue, and oa 
token of his Love. Therefore (a) IT will 
fg of the Mercy of the Lord for ever, and with 
the voice of Thankggjving will T make Rrown bis 
Faithfvlneſs. | | 
"He hath alt along condited me by his 
Wiſyom, gpided me by his Providence, and 
the Angel of 'bis Preſence bath directed my 
Path, and' ordered all-my Goings. He. 
hath been a *-1105ke me * Day, and a 
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(a) Pſain 39. V. "4g 
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Praiſe. | | 
Tt advantagious Circumſtances of many 
* divine Favors do raiſe their value, and de- 
ſerve to be. particularly obſerv'd and ac- 
knowledged. How ſuitably, how ſeaſona- 
bly, how wiſely hath he confers'd his Be- 
nefits? with what Tenderneſ(s. and Kind-. 
A neſs? with what Freedom and Readineſs? 
b: - Of his own boufity and good will, without 
3 any Neceflity,. or Obligation on. his Part ; 
. without any Deſert, and Sometimes with> 
out ſo .much as a Prayer on mine. And: 
what is more, notwithſtanding my Jugrati- 
tude and Forgetfulneſs of Him , and- great 
Provocations, heightned by. the abuſe of 
ſo much Mercy: demanding nothing after 
all, in requital- of ſo much Kindneſs, but 
my: Acceptance of his Love, and: grateful 
ſenſe, of his Goodneſs, and, the rected | 
and moſt reaſonable Expreſſions: of it, _by. 
Thankful Obedience = x uh a (n 
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on Time and Eternity; 24z 

More. eſpecially, would I blefs the Lord, 
for Inlightning my mind in the Great My- 
ſteries of :Religron : difpoling in gyonderful 
Wiſdom the ſeveral means and methods, 
whereby he brought me to the Knowledg of 
the Truth , by Parents, Miniſters, Friends, 
Acquaintance, Books, AMidtions, &c.- Be- 


ginning with me in Childhood, awakening 


and cultivating the inbred Notions of God, 
and natural Religion, of Good and Evi], 
Rewards and Puniſhments, by the carcful.- - 
Inſtructions of Parents, or others con- 
cern'd in my Education : giving me the 
advantage of Good Examples, Counſels, 
and Encouragements, to know and do 
well; with moze affiſtance, and leſs hin- 
drances, and diverſions, than to many Q- 
thers. Particularly, for the Excellent Pri- 
vilege and ineſtimable Blefting of his Haly 
Word and Sacraments ; the liberty of the 
Chriftian Religion, in the Purity: of it, in 
molt of thoſe Places, where God has bcen 
pleas'd to caft my.Lot. Cauſing me to lay - 
down in green Paſtur:s, and leading me befde 
the ſtill Waters : Inftructing, me in the Re-* 
velation of his Will and Grace by «ſus 
Chrift : acquainting me- with the ſubl'me 
Principles and Articles, Precepts and 
Rules, Promiſes and Hopes of the Guſpel, 
1 order to Eternal Lite. + 

M I bl. {5 
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. I'bleſs Thee, O :Lord; and: fhall for ever 
'doiſo, that with any'or all:theſe Advanta- 
ges and Helps thy Holy Spirit hath taught 
me to know the Trath as.it is in Jeſus, hear- 
tily to-believe and 'obey it. 'That by thy 
Grace 1 have been convinc'd 'of Sin, and 
brought to Repentance; ſhewing me -the 
neceſſity of a Saviour, to make.my peace 
with Thee, the all-faffictency of his Grace, 
the fulneſs of his Merit, the freenels of his 
Love, and his readinels to receive. me to 
Mercy, inviting and; calling me to.1t, and 
enabling me to accept his gracious. Invita- 
tion, and obey his compaſſionate Call. ma- 
king,'me willing; by a Powerful and Viftori- 
ous Grace. drawing me with Cords of Love, 
and fo effcQually perſuading me to con- 
ſent to thy Covenant, and comply with thy 
Meſſage, on the gracious terms of the Go- 
fpel. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
. Lord Feſus Chriſt, who, through his abundant 
Mercy, - hath begotten me again to a lively Hope 
having humbled my praud Heart, and con- - 
quer'd the perverſeneſs . of my 4tubborn 
Will, and brought my Soul to an entire 
ſabjeRion to himſelf : who took /pity on 
me when he ſaw me in my Blood, tread 
his Skirt over me, caſt a Mantle upon my . 
Nakedneſs, waſh'd me from my Sins, and 


put his own Comlineſs upon me, by San- 
: Ctitica- 
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dification: who: opend my eyes, when I 
was: leaping; blindfold into. the Pit'of De- 
ſixuGion: who, healed: my Soul, when 1 
was f{ick unto-Deathi: who reſcu'd and re- 


_cover*d'me from the Slavery of the Devil, 


when I was led Captive by him at his will. 
Shall not a: ranſom?d; redeemed Slave, be 
thankful to his Deliverer ? Shall not a mk- 
ſerable undone Sinner, who s-received to 
Mercy,be thankful for aPardow Awake;0 my 
Soul ! and utter aSong of Praiſe to him;*w; o 
forgiveth- all thine Tniquities, and bealeth all thy 
Diſeaſes y' who redcemeth thy Life ( thy. Soul ) 
From Deſtruttion, and crowneth thee with luv: ng- 
kindneſs; and tender Mercies, 

Hath he made thee Partaker of his own 
renewed: Image and Likeneſs? given thee 
his Son, his Grace, his Spirit ?. and-:taken 
ſuch a wretched Creature into {0 pear a re- 
lation to Himſelf ; arid promiſed to be thy 
God' and: Guide, thy Portion and! thine 
Inheritance, thy Friend and thy Phytician, 
thy-Sun and thy Shield, and thine exceed- 

groatReward ? and ſhall not my Soul 
fpcak aloud" his Praiſe ? Hath he' been 
* meyeiftul' to my unrighteouſneſs,” and blotted 
ont my fins? Hath: he gathered me with bis 
Arm, and anova me in vis __— Hath he 
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been my Saviour and Redeemer, adopted 
me into his Family, and promis'd to make 
me Bleſſed in his Glory , with the holy 
Angels ? the Curſe being removed , and 
the Hand-writing againſt me cancelFd, the 
Price paid, the Breach made up, the Mouth 
of Juſtice ſtopt, and the condemning Sen- 
tence of the Law exchang'd for a gracious 
Pardon, through the Sacrifice of my Bleſſed 
Lord Jeſus ? and ſhall T not praiſe his incom- 
prehenſible Love and Grace? . © 
Tlikewiſe thank Thee, moſt holy Father, 
for ſaving mef. om Guilt and Ruine, when 
«faulted by-powertul and dangerons Tem- 
tations 3 that by preventing Mercy, Or re- 


ſtraining Grace; "thou haſt kept me from ma- 
ny tcandalous and -preſamprtuous' Crimes. 
3 Rs 2 


Thee ,-for yrakingrthe Sins of 


Others a Warning ang a Caution to Me, an 


Argument to Humility, and a Motive to 


Watchfulneſs ; for preſerving my Judg- 
ment from many Errors and Deluſfious, by 
which others are ſeduced ; for enabling 
me to improve any Opportunities of doing 
Good, and making me in any thing uſeful 
to Others : 'yea, 1 thank thee for all-thy 
Mercies to: other Chriſtians ; for all: the Gifts 
and Graces and uſefulneſs of .any-of-thy 


Servants, wherein, as a Member of the 


ſame Body, I defire-to rejoyce; for any 
> "3 Support 


: &# a 


Support #hdComfort to me, or any of them, 
under honoyrable Sifferings'for thy Natness 
ſake? #113 @J Fa 31514 oo n L 2 | 

F defire unfetgnedlycto-* bleſs Fhee, for 
any Succour, Relief and Victory, with re- 
ſped tothe Snares and Buffetings of Satan, 
andthe! vileſtof* his Temptations: When he 
» hath tempted: ine to ApoRtacy, and: Infide-' 

lity ir, Specalttion arid Practice 37 to quelii- 
on. the Truth” of the'Holy Scriptures, and” 
the Life tocome: 3 to doubt of 'the founda-" 
tions of the Chriſtian Faith, or to deſpair 
of , the Mercy of: God:, and give up the: 
Rems to ſenfualF Lufts 3 or todraw me from 
God, by thelove'of the 'World, and the 
praiſe of Men; by Evil' Company, Intempe- 
rarice; ſecret Witkednels, &e. © © | 

F Bleſs Thee with my whole Soul, for 
calling me back ih any of my Wander- 
ings, and by infntie&Goodneſs recovering 
me after great Falls, enabling me to return 
when I had'gone aſtray, and ſeek thy for- 
feited fayour, that thou maift heal my Back- 
ſlidings';, giving me, in order to it, a decp 
ſenſe: of my own Sin, and of thy Sovc- 
reign 'Grace ; leading' me to/ a*®*Saviour, 
whoſe Blood cleanſeth from 21! fin, when 
my guilty defiled' Soul fo much necded its 
pardoning and cleanſing Virtue; awaken- 
ing me to make holy Yows, and calling up. 
M3. on 
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 vigence, to pertorm-them. 

I Bleſs Thee, who haſt guided my feet. 
into the- way of peace,, when by. the terrors 
of an acculing Conſcience, and the ſenſe of 
unpardon'd- Sin, and the apprehenſions of 


thy deſerved Wrath, I was ready'to. deſpair;  '| 


that though .thou-didſt moſt juſily hide thy 
Face. at any time,. it was but for a little - 
while; butdidft ſeaſonably, and in Mercy , 
return, to wipe off my Tears, - reſtore the Foy 
of thy Salvation, and chace away the clouds 
and darkneſs on my Spirit, by the reviving 
preſence. of thy own. . Thou who art the 


Author, wilt be the Finiſher. of. my Faith; 
and therefore , though: thou. haſt viſited 


mine Iniquities with a Fatherly Rod, yet 
thy loving-kindneſs thou haſt not taken from me, 
cr ſuffer'd tby faithfulneſs to fail, or thy Cave- 
aant of Peace to be removed; but haſt refreſh- 
ed. nie with hidden Manna, after greatiPer- 
plexities, ſaying unto my Soul, I. am.God, 
even thy God ; making me to hear thy Voce, 
which was ſweet, and to taſte thy Love, 
which” is. better than Wine z enabling me 

to fay with thine Apolile Thomas, My Lord, 
- and my God; and to. have any Commu- 
niol with thee fince, in publick or private 


Daties. 
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&  Forall theſe innumerable Mercier 1 defire . * _ ** 


to praiſe Thee,” which yet are. but in order. 
t greater, to Everlaſting Kindasſs in Heaven. 
Theſe are but the tafte and Earneſt of what 
thou wilt beſtow: hereafter. O how great is 
his Goodneſs, that he hath laid up for thoſe 
' that fear bim? And now, Lord, what wait I 
for ?- my hope is even #n Thee, . I thank thee, 
who haſt thus put it into my Heart, to ren- 
der. thee ;ſolemn Praiſe, and once more to 
renew my Covenant with Thee. © | 
T will magnifie the Lord, and my Spirit ſhall 
rejoyce in God my . Saviour. - Return unto thy 
reft,, O:my. Soul, for the Lord hath dealt boun- 
rifully with me. While (a) T live I will praiſe 
thee, and fing Praiſes unto my God, while I 
have a. Being. O come, and behold the Works of 
the Lord, what be bath done for my Soul ! The 
Lord-liveth.. (b ) Bleſſed be my Rock, and 
let the God of my Salvation be exalted. Let my 
Heart be. glad,. aud my Glory rejoyce, for the 
Lord is not. aſham'd to be called my God. Thanks 
be to God, who bath cauſed me to triumph - in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Sing unto the Lord, O ye. bis 
Saints, and give thanks at tbe remembrance of 
his Hlineſs ! (c) I cried unto Thee, - and thou 
haſt bealed, and ſav'd me : I will givethankg to- 
Thee for ever. (d ) 1 will ſhew forth thy lo-' 


a) Pſ[al. 33: (b) Pſal. 18. 46. P[al. 
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Ts ut 122 (tos c Chnliſtin! Thee *the/ 
 particularDcliy erances, Stipports,and Con- 
folations',* whith” at any time" God hath 
given "ih \Cales, of great: Exigence, or in 
w_ ing my Leagy Prayer; *ought. ne-* 

Ne oth "Many xprrientd 
Chritkns bare bach wont to'write'down 
ſuch” remarkable Appearances of' God for | 
them; with the-particutar Circumſtances 
that did recommend*and enhance*the Mer- 
cy, (whether Spiritual or Temporal ) as 
an: Encouragengent to truſt-in Gbd'in' fu- 
ture Difficulties ; and have afterwards found 
che Comfort and Advantage of being able 
to' have recourſe to'ſitch Papers. This 
Practice F recommend as what hath been 
uſeful and conſolatory to divers Chriſtians, 
far many years afterwards; and to foie _ 
others, of their more intimate F riends, to 
whom, they might: without vanity be im- 
parted. What Experiences might'be record- 
ed 


bleſs bis |. 


ou Time and Eternity. 
£d of ſignal Returns to Prayer, and ſea- 
fonable Manifeſtations of the Truth, and 
Goodneſs, and Wiſdom of God, if all the 


Inſtances thereof were duly recolle&ed and 
preſerv'd ! And how ſweet and pleaſant 


++ would the Work of Prayer and Praiſe then 
be! With what rejoycing and delight 


ſhould we ſet about it, and live in it, if 
the conſtraining Goodneſs and Love of 
God, and a thankful ſcnſe of his unſpeak- 
able Mercies, did bring us to him, and in- 
dite and animate every word ! What Sup- 
port, and Comfort, and probable Hopes 
(at leaf}) of the ſpecial Love of God, might 
we derive from the various paſſages of his 
Compaſſion and Kindneſs! And hereby 
we may be able more heartily to give him 
thanks for Pardon, SanGtification, and A- 
doption, which we commonly mention with 
too much doubt and fear. 

It may likewiſe be adviſable to examine 
and record the Workings of your own Spi- 
rit,under ſuch Diſpenſations : what thoughts 
you then had of God? what Adts of Faith; 
Love, Thankfulneſs, you did then mani- 
feſt ? what Evidences of God's Favour, 
and what diſcovery of your own Sincerity, 
you have had at ſuch times? when,and how 
and” by what 'means you were cur'd of 
your uncomfortable Unbelief, and rais'd 
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"25 Droout RefietHtons, &cc. - 
from your Defpondency ? what Protnifes 
you had! recourſe'to for relief'? what Con- 
Fderations wete moſt Helpftil'to you? what 
Pea of Spirityou kept up in Prayer,  be- 

 - Fore and after? what Reſolations and En- 

= gapements you made toGod, to love, and 

E-. and' truſt, and-praife, and ſerve him, }, 

3 and give up' all to his diſpoſe for the fu- 

tare? -and' what conſequent Obligation ] 

Tay! be/ mferr'd' from: thence, to/ acquiefce Þ 

in the Will of God; and: refigniour ſelves  Þ 

entirely to Him, faying, This God is onr God | 

Ffor' ever and\evtr , and He will be our Gutide © 
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Watts, at © the Ange! in St. Pays 
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